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©  Process  for  increasing  the  cetane  number  of  diesel  fuels. 

©  The  cetane  number  of  a  middle  distillate  fuel 
fraction  is  increased  by  contacting  said  fraction  with 
oxygen  or  oxidant,  in  the  presence  of  a  catalyst,  for 
a  time  sufficient  to  increase  the  cetane  number.  The 

CO  catalyst  selectively  oxidizes  benzylic  carbon  atoms 
^present  in  the  fuel  to  ketones.  The  fuel  is  preferably 
(ghydrorefined  before  being  selectively  oxidized. 
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