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Virtual  pbx  call  processing  method. 

©  A  virtual  PBX  capability  is  provided  to  a  group  of 
user  packet  stations  (1005,  1006,  1055,  1056)  served 
by  a  packet  switching  system  (10).  The  system 
establishes  a  virtual  circuit  between  each  distinct 
pair  of  stations  in  the  group.  The  stations  exchange 
signaling  packets  via  the  virtual  circuits  and  respond 

<v)to  such  packets  by  coordinating  the  initiation  and 
^disconnection  of  voice,  data,  or  image  calls.  All  call 
jyj  processing,  including  the  provision  of  features  such 
^ a s   call  forwarding  and  automatic  callback,  is  accom- 
Oplished  by  stations  without  the  aid  of  the  switching 
q   system.  A  fraud  prevention  mechanism  is  included  in 
tQXhe  switching  system  to  prevent  unauthorized  sta- 
CMtions  from  communicating  as  part  of  the  virtual  PBX 
q   group. 
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