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Thickener  compositions  for  water-based  hydraulic  and  metalworking  fluid  compositions. 

©  The  present  invention  provides  for  a  thickener 
composition  characterized  by:  (1)  at  least  one  water- 
soluble,  thermoplastic,  organic  polymer  having  a 
weight  average  molecular  weight  of  at  least  about 
10,000  which  comprises  hydrophobic  segments, 
each  containing  at  least  one  monovalent  hydropho- 
bic  group  covalently  bonded  to  the  polymer,  wherein 
the  polymer  has  an  amount  of  hydrophobe  bunching 
comprising  at  least  two  monovalent  hydrophobic 
groups  per  hydrophobic  segment,  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide  for  enhanced  thickening  of  aqueous  solutions 
containing  the  polymer,  and  (2)  at  least  one  ethox- 

^ylated  alcohol  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of 
^C9-Ci5  saturated  alcohols  with  between  about  5  and 

20  moles  of  ethylene  oxide  per  mole  of  alcohol  and 
g   having  an  HLB  between  11  and  14,  and  C9-Ci8 
1^  unsaturated  alcohols  with  between  about  5  and  20 

moles  of  ethylene  oxide  per  mole  of  alcohol  and 
J^  having  an  HLB  between  11  and  14.  Said  thickener 
{^compositions  as  well  as  hydraulic  fluid  and  metal- 

working  fluid  concentrates,  aqueous  concentrates 
and  water-based  hydraulic  fluid  and  metaiworking 

Q.  fluid  or  lubricant  compositions  are  thickened  to  an UJ  oil-like  viscosity  by  said  low  solids  combination  of 
thickeners. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  mote  than  ten  claims. 

r~j  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

r~H  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

[  j  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

X LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Searcn  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 , 2 , 5 - 8  

2.  C l a i m   3 

3.  C l a i m   4 

4.  C l a i m   9 

I  —  I  All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

I  —  I  Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

jjQj-  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  tor  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

namely  claims:  1  ,  2  ,  5 ~ 8  
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