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@  Hair  styling  comb. 

(£)  A  comb  for  grooming  full  bodied  hair  has  a  handle  portion 
pi),  and  an  elongated  tooth  support  portion  (12)  extending 
longitudinally  from  the  handle  portion.  A  first  set  of  relatively 
long  and  widely  spaced  teeth  (20)  extend  transversely  from  the 
tooth  support  portion  such  that  upon  passage  through  hair 
such  teeth  channel  the  hair  without  substantial  resistance  and 
without  adversely  affecting  the  body  of  the  hair.  A  second  set  of 
substantially  shorter  length  of  teeth  (21)  are  provided,  which 
each  are  disposed  between  a  pair  of  teeth  of  the  first  set  such 
that  when  the  teeth  of  the  second  set  are  passed  through  the 
hair  a  relatively  small  drag  is  created  on  the  hair  to  permit 
precisely  controlled  contouring  and  styling  thereof. 
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Description 

HAIR  STYLING  COMB 

The  present  invention  relates  generally  to  hair 
combs,  and  more  particularly,  to  an  improved  comb 
having  particular  applicability  for  use  in  hairstyling.  5 

Professional  hair  stylists  work  with  meticulous 
detail  in  cutting  and  contouring  hair  to  the  desired 
style  and  in  a  manner  to  bring  out  the  natural 
curvature  and  lay  of  the  hair  in  a  full  bodied  fashion. 
During  the  course  of  such  styling  and  subsequent  10 
combing,  conventional  combs  frequently  pull  and 
stress  the  hair  to  such  extent  as  to  prevent  it  from 
assuming  its  styled  or  natural  contour.  This  has  been 
found  to  be  a  particular  problem  with  combs  having 
relatively  short,  closely  spaced  theeth.  As  such  a  15 
comb  passes  through  the  hair,  high  frictional  contact 
occurs  between  the  hair  and  the  teeth,  creating  a 
strong  pulling  effect  as  on  the  hair.  Combs  of  this 
type  also  tend  to  create  static  electricity  during  use 
and  are  difficult  to  use  on  entangled  hair.  On  the  20 
other  hand,  combs  with  relatively  large  and  more 
widely  spaced  teeth  generally  have  not  been  suitable 
for  hair  styling  usage  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
manipulating  the  hair  with  the  necessary  degree  of 
control  for  establishing  the  desired  contour.  25 

It  is  an  object  of  the  present  invention  to  provide 
an  improved  comb  that  is  adapted  to  permit  easy 
channeling,  grooming,  and  styling  of  full  bodied  hair 
without  substantial  stress  or  pulling  on  the  hair 
during  combing:  30 

Another  object  is  to  provide  a  comb  as  charac- 
terized  above  which  is  adapted  to  create  relatively 
small  drag  on  the  hair  so  as  to  permit  controlled 
contouring  of  the  hair. 

A  further  object  is  to  provide  a  comb  of  the  35 
foregoing  type  which  is  particularly  adapted  for  use 
on  entangled  hair. 

Yet  another  object  is  to  provide  such  a  comb 
which  reduces  the  potential  for  generating  undesir- 
able  static  electricity  in  the  hair.  40 

Still  a  further  object  is  to  provide  a  comb  of  the 
above  kind  which  lends  itself  to  more  versitile  use  by 
professional  hair  stylists,  including  uses  during 
cutting,  combing,  and  picking  of  the  hair,  as  well  as 
usage  on  hairpieces.  45 

Other  objects  and  advantages  of  the  invention  will 
become  apparent  upon  reading  the  following  de- 
tailed  description  and  upon  reference  to  the  draw- 
ings,  in  which: 

FIGURE  1  is  a  plan  view,  drawn  to  actual  size,  50 
of  an  illustrated  comb  embodying  the  present 
invention; 

FIG.  2  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  the  comb 
shown  in  FIGURE  1  ; 

FIGS.  3,  4  and  5  are  enlarged  sections  taken  55 
in  the  planes  of  lines  3-3,  4-4  and  5-5, 
respectively,  in  view  FIGURE  1  ;  and 

FIG.  6  is  an  enlarged  partial  side  elevation  of 
the  terminal  end  portion  of  the  handle  of  the 
comb  illustrating  the  manner  in  which  the  comb  60 
may  be  hung  on  a  wall  for  storage. 

While  the  invention  is  susceptible  of  various 
modifications  and  alternative  constructions,  a  cer- 

tain  illustrated  embodiment  thereof  has  been  shown 
in  the  drawings  and  will  be  described  below  in  detail. 
It  should  be  understood,  however,  that  there  is  no 
intention  to  limit  the  invention  to  the  specific  form 
disclosed,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  intention  is  to 
cover  all  modifications,  alternative  constructions  and 
equivalents  falling  within  the  spirit  and  scope  of  the 
invention. 

Referring  now  more  particularly  to  the  drawings, 
there  is  shown  an  illustrated  comb  10  embodying  the 
present  invention.  The  comb  10  includes  a  handle 
portion  11  and  a  tooth  supporting  portion  12 
extending  longitudinally  therefrom.  The  comb  10 
preferably  is  molded  of  a  durable  plastic  material. 

To  facilitate  holding  of  the  comb  by  a  user,  the 
handle  11  has  a  generally  rectangular,  elongated 
configuration.  To  minimize  material  during  molding, 
the  handle  1  1  is  formed  with  a  rectangular  longitudi- 
nally  extending  opening  14  and  a  plurality  of 
structural  cross  members  15.  For  the  purpose  of 
enabling  hanging  of  the  comb  on  a  hook  or  the  like, 
the  cross  members  15  are  disposed  in  angular 
relationship  to  the  sides  of  the  handle  so  that  a 
generally  triangular  opening  16  is  defined  between 
the  terminal  end  of  the  handle  and  the  immediately 
adjacent  cross  member  15.  Hence,  the  comb  10  may 
be  hung  on  the  wall  by  positioning  the  handle 
opening  16  over  a  wall  mounted  nail  18  of  the  like,  as 
depicted  in  FIG.  6. 

In  accordance  with  the  invention,  the  comb  has  a 
first  set  of  relatively  long  and  widely  spaced  teeth  so 
that  upon  passage  through  the  hair  such  teeth 
channel  the  hair  without  substantial  resistance  and 
without  adversely  effecting  the  body  of  the  hair,  and 
a  second  set  of  relatively  short  teeth  which  each  are 
disposed  between  a  pair  of  teeth  of  the  first  set  and 
have  a  length  of  about  one  fourth  of  the  length  of  the 
teeth  of  the  first  set  such  that  when  the  teeth  of  the 
second  set  are  passed  through  the  hair  a  relatively 
small  drag  is  created  on  the  hair  to  permit  controlled 
contouring  thereof.  To  this  end,  in  the  illustrated 
embodiment,  the  comb  10  has  a  first  set  of  teeth  20 
extending  transversely  of  the  tooth  support  portion 
12  and  disposed  in  a  row.  The  teeth  20  of  this  first  set 
are  relatively  long  and  are  widely  spaced  with 
respect  to  each  other.  A  second  set  of  teeth  21  also 
extend  transversely  of  the  tooth  support  portion  12, 
with  the  each  tooth  21  of  the  second  set  being 
disposed  between  a  pair  of  teeth  20  of  the  first  set 
and  being  substantially  shorter  in  length,  more 
specifically,  having  a  length  which  is  about  one 
fourth  of  the  length  of  the  teeth  of  the  first  set. 

The  teeth  20  of  the  first  set  in  this  instance  have  a 
tapered  configuration  when  viewed  in  a  plane 
transverse  to  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  tooth 
support  portion  12,  with  the  width  of  each  tooth  20 
narrowing  at  greater  distances  from  the  tooth 
support  portion.  The  teeth  21  of  the  second  set  each 
have  a  tapered  configuration  when  viewed  in  the 
plane  of  the  tooth  support  portion  12  with  the  width 
of  each  tooth  21  narrowing  at  a  greater  distance 
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from  the  tooth  support  portion. 
The  teeth  20  of  the  first  set  preferrably  have  a 

length  of  about  one  inch  and  are  spaced  from  each 
other  by  a  distance  of  about  1/4  of  an  inch.  The  teeth 
21  of  the  second  set  preferrably  have  a  lengtft  of  5 
about  1/4  inch  and  each  are  disposed  between  a  pair 
of  teeth  20  of  the  first  set  with  a  spacing  of  about 
1/8th  of  an  inch  on  each  side  of  the  outermost  end  of 
the  teeth.  By  virtue  of  the  tapered  configuration"  of 
the  teeth  21  of  the  second  set,  such  spacing  10 
narrows  somewhat  toward  the  base  of  each  tooth.  In 
practice,  the  advantages  of  the  present  invention 
have  been  achieved  in  a  comb  in  which  the  relatively 
long  and  widely  spaced  teeth  20  of  the  first  set  have 
a  length  of  1  1/16  inch  and  are  spaced  from  each  15 
other  by  a  distance  of  about  7/32,  and  the  teeth  21  of 
the  second  set  have  a  length  of  1/4  inch  and  Ve 
disposed  with  a  spacing  of  1/8  inch  between  the 
outermost  end  thereof  and  the  adjacent  teeth  20  of 
the  first  set.  l  20 

During  use  of  the  comb  10,  it  has  been  found  that 
the  relatively  large  and  widely  spaced  teeth  20  ofthe 
first  set  are  adapted  to  permit  easy  channelling'  of 
the  hair  without  substantial  stress  or  pulling  on'the 
hair  during  combing.  These  teeth  permit  the  hair  to  25 
be  arranged  in  the  desired  silhouette  without 
affecting  the  body  of  the  hair.  Moreover,  because 
there  is  very  little  frictional  pull  exerted  on  the  hair  by 
the  larger  teeth  20,  the  potential  for  generating  static 
electricity  is  minimized.  The  teeth  21  of  the  second  30 
set,  which  are  disposed  between  the  larger  teeth 
with  relatively  smaller  spacing,  are  adapted  to  create 
a  small  drag  on  the  hair  so  as  to  permit  precisely 
controlled  contouring  and  styling  of  the  hair.  Hence, 
the  comb  10  permits  detailed  styling  and  grooming  35 
of  the  hair  without  substantial  stress  or  pulling 
forces  being  excerted  on  the  hair,  as  is  characteris- 
tic  of  conventional  combs.  The  relatively  larger  teeth 
20  of  the  first  set  further  have  the  ability  of  combing 
badly  tangled  hair  because  they  first  move  the  hair  in  40 
separate  larger  layers,  before  the  smaller  teeth  21 
separate  the  hair  into  smaller,  closer  channels.  Since 
hair  normally  has  a  natural  bending  length  of 
approximately  1  inch  to  1  1/2  inches  from  the  scalp, 
the  larger  teeth  20  of  the  first  set  have  particular  45 
utility  in  channelling  of  the  hair  with  the  smaller  teeth 
21  of  the  second  set  contouring  the  hair  at  aboutits 
natural  bending  point.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  the 
comb  is  adapted  for  highly  versitile  use  by  profes- 
sional  hair  stylists,  such  as  use  during  cutting,  50 
combing,  and  picking  of  exceptionally  curly  hair;  as 
well  as  use  on  hairpieces. 

through  hair  the  teeth  of  said  first  set  channel 
the  hair  without  substantial  resistance  and 
without  adversely  affecting  the  body  of  the  hair, 
and  a  second  set  of  teeth  extending  transver- 
sely  of  said  tooth  support  portin,  said  teeth  of 
said  second  set  each  being  disposed  between 
a  pair  of  teeth  of  said  first  set  and  having  a 
length  which  is  about  one  fourth  ofthe  length  of 
the  teeth  of  said  first  set  such  that  when  the 
teeth  of  said  second  set  are  passed  through  the 
hair  a  relatively  small  drag  is  Created  on  the  hair 
to  permit  controlled  contouring  thereof. 

2.  The  comb  of  claim  1  in  which  the  teeth  of 
said  first  set  each  are  about  one  Inch  in  length. 

3.  The  comb  of  claim  1  in  which  the  teeth  of 
safd  first  set  each  are  1  1/16th  inch  in  length. 

4.  The  comb  of  claim  2  in  which  the  teeth  of 
said  second  set  each  are  about  1/4th  inch  in 
length. 

5.  the  comb  of  claim  1  in  which  the  teeth  of 
said  first  set  each  have  a  tapered  configuration 
when  viewed  in  a  plane  transverse  to  the  length 
of  said  tooth  support  portion  with  the  width  of 
the  tooth  narrowing  at  greater  distances  from 
said  tooth  support  portion. 

6.  the  comb  of  claim  5  in  which  the  teeth  of 
said  second  set  each  have  a  tapered  configura- 
tion  when  viewed  in  a  plane  transverse  to  the 
length  of  said  tooth  support  portion  with  the 
width  of  each  tooth  narrowing  at  greater 
distance  from  said  tooth  support  portion. 

7.  The  comb  of  claim  4  in  which  the  spacing 
between  the  adjacent  teeth  of  said  first  set  is 
about  1  /4th  inch. 

8.  The  comb  of  claim  7  in  which  the  spacing 
between  each  tooth  of  said  first  set  and  the 
adjacent  outer  end  of  each  tooth  of  second  set 
is  about  1  /8th  inch. 

9.  the  comb  of  claim  1  in  which  said  handle 
portion  comprises  a  generally  rectangular  con- 
figured  elongated  member. 

10.  the  comb  of  claim  9  in  which  said  handle  is 
formed  with  a  generally  elongated  rectangular 
opening  which  permits  hanging  of  said  comb 
from  the  terminal  end  of  the  handle. 

11.  the  comb  of  claim  10  in  which  said  handle 
is  formed  with  a  plurality  of  transversely  spaced 
members  extending  across  said  opening. 
12.  The  oorrtb  of  olairn  11  in  which  said 

transversely  Spaced  members  are  disposed  in 
parallel  relation  to  each  other  and  at  an  acute 
angle  to  a  side  Of  said  elongated  opening. 

55 
Claims 

1.  A  comb  for  grooming  full  bodied  hair 
comprising  a  handle  portion,  an  elongated  tooth 
support  portion  extending  longitudinally  of  said 
handle  portion,  a  first  set  of  teeth  extending 
transversely  of  said  tooth  support  portion  arid 
disposed  in  a  row,  said  teeth  of  said  first  set 
having  a  relatively  wide  spacing  between  adja- 
cent  teeth  of  said  first  set  so  that  upon  passage 
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