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Description

This invention relates to an article of stationery
and in a particular aspect relates to envelopes. EP-
A-0134151 describes an article of stationery com-
prising a series of envelopes formed from a single
strip of material, the top closure flap of each of
which is connected via a line of weakness to a flap
integral with the back of an adjacent envelope. The
back of each envelope has side flaps, connected
thereto by a line of weakness, which allow the
series of envelopes to be secured between a pair
of tractor strips.

Figures 1 to 8 and 10 illustrate an article of
stationery described in EP-A-0200456 which com-
prises a series of envelopes formed from a single
strip of material. In one embodiment the sides of
the envelopes are closed by adhering side flaps
provided on the front of each envelope to the rear
face of the back of the envelope. In an alternative
embodiment, sides are closed by adhesive pro-
vided on the abutting faces of the front and back of
each envelope.

The present invention provides an article of
stationery in the form of an interconnected series
of envelopes which comprises a continuous length
of paper or other material suitable for envelope
formation folded to define a plurality of envelopes
wherein each envelope, excepting that one at one
end of the length, partly overlaps and is attached,
per the continuity of said length, to a first adjacent
envelope and, excepting that one at the other end
of the length, is partly overlapped by and is at-
tached, per the continuity of said length, to another,
second, adjacent envelope; wherein the envelope
at said one end of the length is partly overlapped
by, and attached to, the adjacent envelope and the
envelope at said other end of said length partly
overlaps, and is attached to, the adjacent envelope;
wherein each envelope comprises a face and a
back, wherein said article of stationery is, at least
substantially throughout the whole of its length and,
at least substantially inboard of side edges of each
envelope and notwithstanding such overlap, not
more than three layers thick of said paper or other
material suitable for envelope formation; wherein
the envelopes further have front side edges integral
with the faces of the envelopes and extending
laterally outwardly of the envelopes, the front side
edges being provided with sprocket holes for use
with a sprocket feed mechanism and attached to
the envelopes via a respective line of preferential
tearing whereby they may be stripped from the
envelopes, the lines of preferential tearing being
located along or laterally outboard of the sides of
the backs of the envelopes, and wherein attached
to the face of each envelope per the continuity of
the length is a first tab adapted to be folded to the
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back of the envelope to seal the envelope and
attached to the back of each envelope per the
continuity of the length is a second tab folded to
overlie the back of the envelope, adjacent en-
velopes being attached to each other per the con-
tinuity of the length through the first tab of one
envelope being attached to the second tab of an
adjacent envelope, characterised in that the sum of
twice the length of the first tab and the length of
the second tab is not less than the length of the
face of each envelope whereby substantially the
whole of the face of each envelope is not over-
lapped by the adjacent envelope and in that the
envelopes have back side edges extending from
the sides of the backs of the envelopes and in-
tegral therewith which are folded inwardly and se-
cured to the inside of the front whereby to close
the sides of the envelopes.

Preferably, said article of stationery is, adjacent
side edges of each envelope, and notwithstanding
such overlap, not more than 4 layers thick of said
paper or other material suitable for envelope forma-
tion.

Preferably, said article of stationery substan-
tially inboard of side edges of each envelope is
less than 3 layers thick of said paper or other
material suitable for envelope formation in regions
along its length and wherein said regions are not
more than 50mm in length, more preferably, not
more than 40mm in length and still more prefer-
ably, are not more than 30mm in length.

Preferably, said article of stationery adjacent
side edges of each envelope is less than 4 layers
thick of said paper or other material suitable for
envelope formation in regions along its length and
wherein said regions are not more than 30mm in
length, more preferably, not more than 10mm in
length and still more preferably not more than 5mm
in length.

Preferably, said article of stationery substan-
tially inboard of the side edges of each envelope is
of a substantially constant thickness of 3 layers
thick of said paper or other material suitable for
envelope formation throughout its length.

Alternatively, said article of stationery substan-
tially inboard of the side edges of each envelope is
of constant thickness of 3 layers thick of said paper
or other material suitable for envelope formation
throughout at least 70% of its length.

Preferably, said article of stationery is adjacent
side edges of each envelope, of a substantially
constant thickness of 4 layers of said paper or
other material suitable for envelope formation
throughout its length.

Alternatively, said article of stationery adjacent
side edges of each envelope is of constant thick-
ness of 4 layers of said paper or other material
suitable for envelope formation throughout at least
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90% of its length.

Preferably, the first tab may be folded over or
under the second tab to seal the envelope and
adjacent envelopes are attached to one another,
per the continuity of said length, through the first
tab of one envelope being attached and contiguous
o the second tab of an adjacent envelope.

Preferably one or both of the first seal tab and
the second seal tab is provided with an adhesive.
That adhesive may be a moisture activatable adhe-
sive but more preferably is a pressure-sensitive
adhesive.

The second seal tab of one envelope is prefer-
ably attached to the first seal tab of the adjacent
envelope via a line of preferential tearing along
which the envelopes may be separated.

Preferably, the length of the first tab and the
length of the second tab are such that the whole of
the face of each envelope is not overlapped by an
adjacent envelope.

Preferably, the sum of twice the length of the
first tab and the length of the second tab is not
greater than the length of the face of the envelope
plus not more than 10mm.

Preferably, the length of the first tab and the
length of the second tab is such that, when the first
tab is folded to seal the envelope, the first tab
overlies and wholly covers the second tab.

Preferably, the second tab is unfoldable from
the position overlying the back whereby the first
tab may be folded to overlie or underlie the second
tab to seal the envelope.

Preferably, the second tab is secured to the
back of the envelope in such overlying the back of
the envelope condition.

In one instance, the second tab is detachably
secured to the back of the envelope in such over-
lying the back of the envelope condition by an
adhesive from which securement the second tab is
capable of being de-adhered.

In another instance, the second tab is scoured
to the back of the envelope in such overlying the
back of the envelope condition by an adhesive
from which the second tab is incapable of being
de-adhered without substantial likelihood of tearing
of said paper or other material suitable for en-
velope formation.

Preferably, the first tab is joined to the face via
a line, real, imaginary or of preferential folding, and
the back, at least adjacent the side edges thereof,
extends substantially to that line.

Preferably, the second tab is folded to overlie
the back along a fold and the fold line is relatively
more adjacent the bottom of the envelope than
those regions of the back adjacent the side edges
thereof which are most proximate to that line be-
tween the first tab and the face.
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The face and back of each envelope may or
may not be completely secured to one another
along said side edges.

Preferably, said side edges are continuous
along the whole length of said article of stationery.

Preferably, said side edges comprises regions
wherein said length of material is overlapped on
itself.

Preferably, said side edges are provided with
adhesive regions whereby to secure such over-
lapped regions together.

Preferably, said adhesive regions are located
such as to secure one envelope adjacent the bot-
tom thereof to the adjacent envelope which is over-
lapped thereby.

In one instance the face and back of each
envelope are bonded together inboard of said side
edges.

Preferably, the face and back of each envelope
are not secured together in a region along their
side edges whereby to permit air entrapped in
each envelope in passing through a mechanism fo
escape.

Preferably, the side edges extending from the
sides of the back which are folded inwardly are
provided with sprocket holes to facilitate transport
of said length prior to such folding inwardly.

Two or more such articles of stationery may be
arranged in side-by-side relation o produce a com-
posite article having two or more envelopes across
its width.

Articles of stationery in accordance with this
invention may be in single sheet form or continu-
ous form.

In one instance, the article of stationery is in
fanfold form.

Preferably there are lines or preferential folding
in certain ones of said envelopes to facilitate said
fan folding.

Preferably the lines of preferential folding to
facilitate such fanfolding pass only through the face
of the respective envelopes and not also through
the back of the respective envelopes.

Preferably said lines of preferential folding to
facilitate such fanfolding pass through the face of
the respective envelopes intermediate the first seal
tab and the back of the respective envelopes.

Preferably, the first tab is attached to the face
of each envelope about a line of preferential folding
and said article of stationery is adapted to fanfold
at that line.

In one instance there is a second set of
sprocket holes in said side edges outboard of the
first mentioned sprocket holes.

Preferably said second set of sprocket holes is
spaced from the first mentioned sprocket holes by
a region having a line of preferential tearing where-
by that part of the side edges having said second
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set of sprocket holes may be stripped from the
envelopes.

Preferably in the regions of said articles of
stationery in which part of one envelope overlaps
parts of another, adjacent, envelope the side edges
of, respectively, the overlapping envelope or the
overlapped envelope in way of the sprocket holes
therein extend relatively more laterally than, re-
spectively, the side edges of the overlapped en-
velope or the overlapping envelope whereby, in
use, a sprocket feed mechanism will engage with
sprocket holes in the parts of the side edges which
extend relatively more laterally and not with, re-
spectively, the side edges of the overlapped en-
velope or the overlapping envelope.

Preferably, adjacent envelopes are attached to
one another via a line of preferential tearing where-
by said article of stationery may be separated into
individual envelopes unattached to one another.

The first tab may be attached to an adjacent
envelope per the continuity of said length via a
disposable portion.

Adjacent envelopes may be attached to one
another per the continuity of said length through
the first tab of one envelope being attached and
contiguous to a disposable portion intermediate, in
the continuity of said length, the first cab and the
second tab of an adjacent envelope.

In such instances, said disposable portion is
defined by lines of preferential tearing at intersec-
tions with the first tab and the second tab.

In one instance, the article of stationery may
include a backing sheet.

In one instance, the article of stationery may
include a facing sheet.

The facing sheet may have apertures through
which type or other indicia may be applied to the
face of each envelope.

In another instance, the facing sheet may be
such that when type or other indicia is applied
thereto in a region a representation of that type or
other indicia will appear on the face of the en-
velope therebelow.

Specific constructions of articles of stationery
in accordance with this invention will now be de-
scribed with the aid of the accompanying drawings
in which:-

Fig. 1 is a plan view from one side of a sheet of

paper used to form an article of stationery,
which article is shown in Fig. 3,

Fig. 2 is a plan view from the opposite side of
the sheet of Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is the article of stationery fromed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 1 and 2,

Fig. 4 is a cross-section on line 4-4 in Fig. 3,
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of an individual
envelope separated from the article of stationery
shown in Fig. 3,
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Fig. 6 is a view corresponding to Fig. 5 but
showing the envelope in partly folded condition,
Fig. 7 is a view corresponding to Fig. 5 but
showing the envelope in partly folded condition,
Fig. 8 is a view corresponding to Fig. 5 but
showing the envelope in fully folded condition,
Fig. 9 is a modified version of the sheet of
paper of Fig. 1,

Fig. 10 is a view corresponding to Fig. 2 but of a
modified sheet,

Fig. 11 is a plan view from one side of a sheet
of paper used to form an article of stationery in
accordance with this invention, which article be-
ing shown in Figs. 13-17,

Fig. 12 is a plan view from the opposite side of
the sheet of Fig. 11,

Fig. 13 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 11 and 12 but
showing it during formation and with parts omit-
ted for clarity,

Fig. 14 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 11 and 12 but
showing it during formation and with parts omit-
ted for clarity,

Fig. 15 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 11 and 12,

Fig. 16 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 11 and 12 but
partially in cross-section,

Fig. 17 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 11 and 12 but
partially in cross-section,

Fig. 18 is a plan view from one side of a sheet
of paper used to form an article of stationery in
accordance with this invention, which article be-
ing shown in Figs. 20-23,

Fig. 19 is a plan view from the opposite side of
the sheet of Fig. 18,

Fig. 20 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 18 and 19 but
showing it during formation and with parts omit-
ted for clarity,

Fig. 21 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 18 and 19,

Fig. 22 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 18 and 19 and
in fanfold form view from one side, and

Fig. 23 is the article of stationery formed by
folding the sheet shown in Figs. 18 and 19 and
in fanfold view from other side.

Legend

To facilitate understanding of the accompany-
ing drawings and in particular Figs. 1 and 2, the
following legend has been used:-

a) Long dash-2 short dash-long dash. This in-
dicates a line of perforations.
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b) Short dashes. This indicates a fold line which
is present in the article of stationery.

c) Long dash-short-dash-long dash. This indi-
cates a fold to be made in use.

d) Long dashes. This indicates a fold line which
is present in the article of stationery but which is
to be unfolded in use.

e) Stipple hatching. This represents adhesive
type A.

f) Cross-hatching. This represents adhesive type
B or type C.

g) Oblique dash hatching. This represents adhe-
sive type B.

The article of stationery shown in Figs. 3 and 4
comprises a plurality of envelopes 20 in fanfold
form which are attached to one another by a first
seal tab 21 at the top of each envelope being
attached to a second seal tab 22 at the back of
each envelope via a perforated tear line 23.

The sides of each of the evelopes has sprocket
holes 24 to enable the article to pass through a
sprocket feed printer.

The form of each envelope 20 will be better
understood from Fig. 5 and Figs. 1 and 2.

Referring to Fig. 5 and Figs. 1 and 2 each
individual envelope 20 was formed with others by
folding a sheet.

The sheet may be considered to have a front,
as shown in Fig. 1 on which the face 31 and rear
32 of each envelope is uppermost and a back, as
shown in Fig. 2 on which the face 31 and rear 32 of
each envelope is downward.

The sheet is provided with a line of preferential
folding 33 for the first said tab 21, lines 34 and 35
on which the sheet is actually folded to form each
individual envelope and in respect of line 35 to be
unfolded in use fo erect the second seal tab 22 for
sealing with the first seal tab 21 and the perforated
tear line 23.

In addition, the sheet has side flaps 135 and 36
defined by perforated lines 37 and 38. In a modi-
fication lines 37 and 38 are lines of preferential
folding.

The side flaps 36 and the second seal tab 22
have lines of preferential folding 41 and 42.

Adhesive of type A is applied to regions A2 on
the side flap 36 (defined by line 35, side edges 44
and line 41).

Adhesive of type B is applied to regions B1
(second seal tab 22), B2 (first seal tab 21), B3
(adjacent side edge 45), and B4 (side flaps 135).

Alternatively adhesive of type C may be ap-
plied to one of areas B1 and B2 and no adhesive is
applied to the other of areas B1 and B2.

Adhesive of type A is intended to bond parts of
the envelopes together after folding to form the
article shown in Fig. 3 and in this respect areas A2
are brought into juxtaposition with the side flaps
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135 to bond them by folding on lines 35.

Adhesive of types B and C are intended to
bond parts of the envelope together after printing
and separation from the article for sealing and
dispatch to an addressee.

Adhesive of types A, B and C may be one and
the same if desired by may alternatively be dif-
ferent.

The sheet shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is folded and
bonded and aforesaid to form the article of Fig. 3.

To enable the article of stationery shown in Fig.
3 to be in fanfold form each nth envelope is pro-
vided with a line of preferential folding 61 where
"n" is the number of envelopes to be in each fold
of the fanfold form. A convenienent value for "n" is
5.

The article of Fig. 3 can pass through printers
fo print addresses and after printing the individual
envelopes may be separated by tearing on lines 23
to form the individual envelopes such as shown in
Fig. 5.

After separation of the envelopes the second
seal tabs 22 are unfolded as indicated in Figs. 6-8
and in so doing the side flap 135 will be caused fo
overlie the side edges 45 which are otherwise
unbonded so that the adhesive areas B3 and B4
contact and bond. Thereafter, the first seal tab 21
can be folded over the second seal tab 22 and the
adhesive areas B1 and B2 can bond.

An alternative way of using the article shown in
Fig. 3 is to strip the side flaps 135 and 36 from the
article on perforation lines 37 and 38. However, if
this is intended to be done then the adhesive areas
B3 and B4 should be located as shown in Fig. 10.

It is to be noted that the adhesive in areas B3
and B4 in Figs. 1 and 2 and in Fig. 10 do not
extend to line 34 so as to allow a slight gap for
escape of air which may be entrapped in passing
through pinch rollers such as of a printer.

The modification shown in Fig. 9 has additional
sprocket holes in side edges 230 which may be
separated on perforated lines 237. These additional
sprocket holes may be found useful in the actual
manufacture of the sheet shown in Fig. 9.

The article of stationery shown in Figs. 13-17
and the sheet of paper shown in Figs. 11 and 12
are similar to those shown in Figs. 3 and 4 and 1
and 2 and like reference numerals denot like parts.

The following significant modifications are how-
ever to be noted.

Adhesive areas B1, B3 and B4 are omitted.

Adhesive area B5 is provided and may be of a
remoistenable type or pressure sensitive type. The
purpose of this is, in the finished envelope, to
secure the second seal tab 22 to the rear 32 fo
provide additional strength to the envelope particu-
larly in the region of fold line 35 and may be
required to enable the envelope to be used by a
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machine for placing a letter or other material into
the envelope. In this modification the adhesive area
B2, which may be a re-moistenable (Figs. 14 and
16) or pressure sensitive (Figs. 13 and 17) adhe-
sive will be used to seal the envelope by bonding
that side of the first seal tab 21 seen in Fig. 12 1o
that side of the second seal tab 22 seen in Fig. 12.

The side flap regions 36 and the associated
adhesive areas A2 are omitted.

The rear 32 is provided with side flaps 235
which are provided with adhesive regions A3. In
formation of an envelope, the side flaps 235 are
folded along fold lines 145 so as to locate against
and be secured to the inside of the face 31 of the
envelope that is the sides of the flaps 235 seen in
Fig. 11 are secured to the side of the face 31 seen
in Fig. 12. This is illustrated in Fig. 13. The thus
formed envelope (see Fig. 15) will be seen apart
from the side flaps 135 and sprocket holes, to be
"like" a conventional envelope and if the line 37 is
a line of perforations those side flaps 135 may be
stripped away.

Adhesive is provided in area A4 on the side
flaps 135 and in use will secure the side flaps 135
fo the next adjacent envelope by bonding to the
upper end (with respect to Fig. 11) of that side of
flaps 135 seen in Fig. 11 of the next adjacent
envelope. This is illustrated in Figs. 22 and 23 with
respect to Figs. 18 and 19.

The length of the first seal tab 21, second seal
tab 22, face 31 and rear 32 as viewed down the
page with respect to Fig. 11 has been changed to
facilitate fanfolding. These "lengths" also apply to
Figs. 18 and 19 and will be explained in connection
therewith.

The envelope shown in Fig. 21 and similar fo
that of Fig. 15 and the sheet from which it is made
shown in Figs. 18 and 19 is similar to the sheet
shown in Figs. 11 and 12.

With respect to Figure 19, adhesive areas are
not shown in the latter and certain lines are not
referenced in either for reasons of ease of depic-
tion.

The following significant modifications are to be
noted as compared to Figs. 18, 19 and 15.

The side flaps 235 of Figs. 11 and 12 are
shown as 335 in Figs. 18 and 19 and have a
somewhat different shape.

The rear 32 of the envelope extends as "exten-
sions" 132 beyond the fold line 35 to terminate on
an extension of the line 23. The extensions 132 will
give additional strength to the envelope.

The length of the first seal tab 21, second seal
tab 22, front 31 and rear 32 are, as discussed with
respect to Figs. 11 and 12, different to the lengths
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The lengths have been
changed so that the sum of twice the length of the
first tab 21 and the length of the second tab 22 is
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not less than the length of the face 31 of each
envelope and preferably not greater than the length
of the face of each envelope plus not more than 10
mm. The line 33 may be used as a fanfold line as
shown in Figs. 22 and 23 and in consequence of
the lengths, each envelope prior to fanfolding only
overlaps part of the first seal tab 21 of the next
adjacent envelope and does not overlap the face of
the next adjacent envelope.

Claims

1.  An article of stationery in the form of an inter-
connected series of envelopes (20), the article
comprising a continuous length of paper or
other material suitable for envelope formation
folded to define a plurality of envelopes (20)
wherein each envelope (20), excepting that one
at one end of the length, partly overlaps and is
attached, per the continuity of said length, to a
first adjacent envelope (20) and, excepting that
one at the other end of the length, is partly
overlapped by and is attached, per the con-
tinuity of said length, to another, second, adja-
cent envelope (20); wherein the envelope (20)
at said one end of the length is partly over-
lapped by, and attached to, the adjacent en-
velope (20) and the envelope at said other end
of said length partly overlaps, and is attached
to, the adjacent envelope (20); wherein each
envelope (20) comprises a face (31) and a
back (32), wherein said article of stationery is,
at least substantially throughout the whole of
its length and, at least substantially inboard of
side edges of each envelope (20) and notwith-
standing such overlap, not more than three
layers thick of said paper or other material
suitable for envelope formation; wherein the
envelopes (20) further have front side edges
(135) integral with the faces (31) of the en-
velopes (20) and extending laterally outwardly
of the envelopes (20), the front side edges
(135) being provided with sprocket holes (24)
for use with a sprocket feed mechanism and
attached to the envelopes (20) via a respective
line of preferential tearing (37) whereby they
may be stripped from the envelopes (20), the
lines of preferential tearing (37) being located
along or laterally outboard of the sides of the
backs (32) of the envelopes (20), and wherein
attached to the face (31) of each envelope (20)
per the continuity of the length is a first tab
(21) adapted to be folded to the back of the
envelope (20) to seal the envelope (20) and
attached to the back (32) of each envelope
(20) per the continuity of the length is a sec-
ond tab (22) folded to overlie the back (32) of
the envelope (20), adjacent envelopes (20) be-
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ing attached to each other per the continuity of
the length through the first tab (21) of one
envelope (20) being attached to the second tab
(22) of an adjacent envelope (20), characteris-
ed in that the sum of twice the length of the
first tab (21) and the length of the second tab
(22) is not less than the length of the face (31)
of each envelope (20) so that substantially the
whole of the face (31) of each envelope (20) is
not overlapped by the adjacent envelope (20)
and in that the envelopes (20) have back side
edges (235, 335) extending from the sides of
the backs (32) of the envelopes and integral
therewith which are folded inwardly and se-
cured to the inside of the front (31) whereby to
close the sides of the envelopes (20).

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 1
wherein the article of stationery is adjacent the
side edges of each envelope (20) and, notwith-
standing such overlap, not more than four lay-
ers thick of the paper or other material suitable
for envelope formation.

An article of stationery as claimed in either
Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein the article of
stationery substantially inboard of the side
edges of each envelope (20) is less than three
layers thick of the paper or other material
suitable for envelope formation in regions
along its length and wherein the regions are
not more than 50 mm in length, more prefer-
ably not more than 40 mm in length, and still
more preferably not more than 30 mm in
length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the article of stationery
adjacent the side edges of each envelope (20)
is less than four layers thick of the paper or
other material suitable for envelope formation
in regions along its length and wherein the
regions are not more than 30 mm in length,
more preferably not more than 10 mm in
length, and still more preferably not more than
5 mm in length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1, 2 and 4 wherein the article of
stationery substantially inboard of the side
edges of each envelope (20) is of a substan-
tially constant thickness of three layers thick of
the paper or other material suitable for en-
velope formation throughout its length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1 to 4 wherein the article of statio-
nery substantially inboard of the side edges of
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

12

each envelope (20) is of constant thickness of
two layers thick of the paper or other material
suitable for envelope formation throughout at
least 70% of its length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1, 2, 3, 5 or 6 wherein the article of
stationery adjacent the side edges of each
envelope (20) is of a substantially constant
thickness of four layers of the paper or other
material suitable for envelope formation
throughout its length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1, 2, 3, 5 or 6 wherein the article of
stationery is adjacent the side edge of each
envelope (20) of constant thickness of four
layers of the paper or other material suitable
for envelope formation throughout at least 90%
of its length.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the first tab (21) is joined
o the face (31) via a line, real, imaginary or of
preferential folding (33), and the back (32), at
least adjacent the side edges thereof, extends
substantially to that line.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the first tab (135) is
attached to the back (32) of an adjacent en-
velope (20) per the continuity of the length via
a removable portion.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein adjacent envelopes are
attached to one another per the continuity of
the length through the first tab (21) of one
envelope being contiguous with the second tab
(22) of an adjacent envelope.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein adjacent envelopes are
attached to one another, per the continuity of
the length, through the first tab (21) of one
envelope being attached and contiguous fo a
removable portion intermediate, in the continu-
ity of said length, the first tab (21) and the
second tab (22) of an adjacent envelope.

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 12
wherein the removable portion is defined by
lines of preferential tearing at intersections with
the first tab (21) and the second tab (22).

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein one or both of the first
tab (21) and the second tab (22) is provided
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with an adhesive for sealing the envelope.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the length of the first tab
(21) and the length of the second tab (22) are
such that the whole of the face of each en-
velope (20) is not overlapped by an adjacent
envelope.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the sum of twice the
length of the first tab (21) and the length of the
second tab (22) is not greater than the length
of the face (31) of the envelope (20) plus not
more than 10 mm.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the length of the first tab
(21) and the length of the second tab (22) is
such that, when the first tab (21) is folded to
seal the envelope (20), the first tab (21) over-
lies and wholly covers the second tab (22).

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the second tab (22) of
each envelope (20) is secured to the back (32)
of the envelope in such overlying the back (32)
of the envelope condition.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the second tab (22) is
detachably secured to the back (32) of the
envelope in such overlying the back of the
envelope condition by an adhesive (B5), from
which securement the second tab (22) is ca-
pable of being de-adhered.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1 to 18 wherein the second tab (22)
is secured to the back (32) of the envelope in
such overlying the back of the envelope con-
dition by an adhesive (B5), from which the
second tab (22) is incapable of being de-ad-
hered without substantial likelihood of tearing
of the paper or other material suitable for en-
velope formation.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 1 to 19 wherein the second tab (22)
is unfoldable from that position overlying the
back (32), whereby the first tab (21) may be
folded to overlie or underlie the second tab
(22) to seal the envelope.

An article of stationery as claimed in any one
of Claims 9 to 21 wherein the fold line (35)
along which the second tab (22) is folded is
relatively more adjacent the bottom of the en-
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velope (20) than those regions of the back (32)
adjacent the side edges thereof which are
most proximate to the line (33) between the
first tab (21) and the face (31).

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the front side edges
(135) have a second set of sprocket holes for
use with a sprocket feed mechanism, the sec-
ond set of sprocket holes (235) being outboard
of the first set of sprocket holes (24).

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 23
wherein the second set of sprocket holes is
spaced from the first set of sprocket holes (24)
by a region having a line of preferential tearing
(237), whereby that part of the front side edges
(235) having the second set of sprocket holes
may be stripped from the envelopes (20).

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the face (31) and back
(32) of each envelope (20) are not secured
fogether in a region along their side edges,
whereby to permit air entrapped in each en-
velope (20), in passing through a mechanism,
to escape.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the face (31) and back
(32) of each envelope (20) are bonded together
inboard of the side edges of said envelopes.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim wherein the front side edges
(135) are continuous along the whole length of
the article of stationery.

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 27
wherein the front side edges (135) comprise
regions wherein the length of material is over-
lapped on itself.

An article of stationery as claimed in any pre-
ceding Claim and in fanfold form.

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 29
including lines of preferential folding (33) in
certain ones of the envelopes (20) to facilitate
said fanfolding.

An article of stationery as claimed in Claim 29,
when dependent on any one of Claims 9 to 28,
wherein the first tab (21) is attached to the face
(31) of each envelope (20) about a line of
preferential folding (33) and the article of sta-
tionery is adapted to fanfold at that line.
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Patentanspriiche

1.

Ein Biromaterialartikel in der Form einer mit-
einander verbundenen Reihe von Umschldgen
(20), und zwar umfaBt der besagte Artikel eine
kontinuierliche Linge von zur Umschlagbildung
geeignetem Papier oder anderem Material, das
so gefaltet ist, daB es eine Mehrzahl von Um-
schldgen (20) abgrenzt, wobei jeder Umschlag
(20) mit Ausnahme desjenigen an einem Ende
der L&nge innerhalb der gesamten besagten
Ldnge einen ersten angrenzenden Umschlag
(20) teilweise Uberdeckt und an diesen ange-
schlossen ist und abgesehen von demjenigen
am anderen Ende der Linge innerhalb der
gesamten besagten Linge teilweise durch ei-
nen weiteren zweiten angrenzenden Umschlag
(20) Uberdeckt und an diesen angeschlossen
ist; wobei der Umschlag (20) an dem besagten
einen Ende der Lidnge teilweise durch den
angrenzenden Umschlag (20) Uberdeckt und
an diesen angeschlossen ist und der Umschlag
an dem besagten anderen Ende der besagten
Ldnge den angrenzenden Umschlag (20) teil-
weise Uberdeckt und an diesen angeschlossen
ist; wobei jeder Umschlag (20) eine Vordersei-
te (31) und eine Riickseite (32) umfaBt, wih-
rend der besagte Blromaterialartikel minde-
stens im wesentlichen innerhalb seiner gesam-
ten Ldnge und mindestens im wesentlichen
innerhalb von Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags
(20) und ungeachtet solcher Uberdeckung
nicht mehr als drei Lagen des besagten zur
Umschlagbildung geeigneten Papiers oder an-
deren Materials dick ist; wobei die Umschlidge
(20) des weiteren jeweils mit den Vorderseiten
(31) der Umschldge (20) einstlickig gefertigte
vordere Seitenrdnder (135) aufweisen, die sich
von den Umschldgen (20) seitlich auswérts
erstrecken, wihrend die vorderen Seitenrdnder
(135) mit FUhrungsldchern (24) zwecks ge-
meinsamer Verwendung mit einer Stachel-
bandflihrung versehen und Uber eine entspre-
chende Linie bevorzugten ReiBens (37), mit
deren Hilfe sie von den Umschldagen (20) ab-
gelost werden k&nnen, an die Umschidge (20)
angeschlossen sind, wihrend die Linien bevor-
zugten ReiBlens (37) an die Seitenkanten der
Rickseiten (32) der Umschldge (20) entlang
oder seitlich auBerhalb dieser angeschlossen
sind, und wobei an der Vorderseite (31) jedes
Umschlags (20) innerhalb der gesamten Linge
ein erster Ansatz (21) angeschlossen ist, der
so beschaffen ist, daB er auf die Riickseite des
Umschlags (20) zu gefaltet werden kann, um
den Umschlag (20) zu verschlieBen, und inner-
halb der gesamten Linge ein zweiter Ansatz
(22) an der Riickseite (32) jedes Umschlags
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(20) angeschlossen ist, der so gefaltet ist, daB
er die Rickseite (32) des Umschlags (20)
Uberlagert, wdhrend angrenzende Umschldge
(20) dadurch, daB der erste Ansatz (21) des
einen Umschlags (20) an dem zweiten Ansaiz
(22) eines angrenzenden Umschlags (20) an-
geschlossen ist, innerhalb der gesamten Linge
aneinander angeschlossen sind, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, daB die Summe von zweimal der
Lange des ersten Ansatzes (21) und der Lange
des zweiten Ansatzes (22) nicht geringer ist als
die Ldnge der Vorderseite (31) jedes Um-
schlags (20), so daB im wesentlichen die ge-
samte Vorderseite (31) jedes Umschlags (20)
nicht durch den angrenzenden Umschlag (20)
Uberdeckt ist, sowie dadurch, daB die Um-
schldge (20) hintere Seitenrdnder (235, 335)
aufweisen, die sich von den Seitenkanten der
Rickseiten (32) der Umschlédge aus erstrecken
und einstlickig damit gefertigt sind, wobei sie
einwiérts gefaltet und an der Innenseite der
Vorderseite (31) befestigt werden, um die Sei-
ten der Umschiige (20) dadurch zu schliefen.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 1, bei
dem der besagte Blromaterialartikel an die
Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags (20) angrenzt
und trotz solcher Uberdeckung nicht mehr als
vier Lagen des zur Umschlagbildung geeigne-
ten Papiers oder anderen Materials dick ist.

Ein Biromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 1 oder
Anspruch 2, bei dem der Bliromaterialartikel
von den Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags (20) im
wesentlichen nach innen zu in Bereichen ent-
lang seiner Linge weniger als drei Lagen des
zur Umschlagbildung geeigneten Papiers oder
anderen Materials dick ist und bei dem die
Bereiche nicht ldnger sind als 50 mm, vor-
zugsweise nicht l3nger als 40 mm und beson-
ders bevorzugter Weise nicht langer als 30
mm.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem der an die Sei-
tenkanten jedes Umschlags (20) angrenzende
Biromaterialartikel in Bereichen an seiner Lan-
ge entlang an den Seitenkanten jedes Um-
schlags (20) weniger als vier Lagen des zur
Umschlagbildung geeigneten Papiers oder an-
deren Materials dick ist, und bei dem die Be-
reiche nicht l&nger sind als 30 mm, vorzugs-
weise nicht ldnger als 10 mm und besonders
bevorzugter Weise nicht 1dnger als 5 mm.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriche 1, 2 und 4, bei dem der Blromaterial-
artikel von den Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags
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(20) im wesentlichen nach innen zu innerhalb
seiner gesamten Linge eine im wesentlichen
konstante Dicke von drei Lagen des zur Um-
schlagbildung geeigneten Papiers oder ande-
ren Materials aufweist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriiche 1 bis 4, bei dem der Biromaterialarti-
kel von den Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags
(20) im wesentlichen nach innen zu innerhalb
von mindestens 70% seiner L3nge eine kon-
stante Dicke von zwei Lagen des zur Um-
schlagbildung geeigneten Papiers oder ande-
ren Materials aufweist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriche 1, 2, 3, 5 oder 6, bei dem der an die
Seitenkanten jedes Umschlags (20) angrenzen-
de Bilromaterialartike!l innerhalb seiner gesam-
ten Ldnge eine im wesentlichen konstante Dik-
ke von vier Lagen des zur Umschlagbildung
geeigneten Papiers oder anderen Materials
aufweist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriche 1, 2, 3, 5 oder 6, bei dem der Biiro-
materialartikel angrenzend an die Seitenkante
jedes Umschlags (20) innerhalb von minde-
stens 90% seiner L4nge eine konstante Dicke
von vier Lagen des zur Umschlagbildung ge-
eigneten Papiers oder anderen Materials auf-
weist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem der erste Ansatz
(21) mit der Vorderseite (31) Uber eine Linie
(33) - reell, gedacht oder bevorzugter Faltung -
verbunden ist und sich die Rickseite (32),
mindestens angrenzend an dessen Seitenkan-
ten, im wesentlichen bis zu dieser Linie er-
streckt.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem der erste Ansatz
(135) innerhalb der gesamten Linge Uber ei-
nen entfernbaren Abschnitt an der Rickseite
(32) eines angrenzenden Umschlags (20) an-
geschlossen ist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem angrenzende Um-
schldge innerhalb der gesamten Ldnge anein-
ander angeschlossen sind, und zwar dadurch,
daB der erste Ansatz (21) eines Umschlags an
den zweiten Ansaiz (22) eines angrenzenden
Umschlags anschlieBt.
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Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem angrenzende Um-
schldge innerhalb ihrer gesamten Linge da-
durch aneinander angeschlossen sind, daB der
erste Ansatz (21) eines Umschlags an einem
abldsbaren Abschnitt angeschlossen ist und an
diesen angrenzt, wobei sich der besagte Ab-
schnitt innerhalb der besagten Lange zwischen
dem ersten Ansatz (21) und dem zweiten An-
satz (22) eines angrenzenden Umschlags bef-
indet.

Ein Biiromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 12, bei
dem der abldsbare Abschnitt an Schnittlinien
zwischen dem ersten Ansatz (21) und dem
zweiten Ansatz (22) durch Linien bevorzugten
ReiBens abgegrenzt ist.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem von den beiden
Ansitzen, dem ersten Ansatz (21) und dem
zweiten Ansatz (22), einer oder beide zum
VerschlieBen des Umschlags mit einem Kileb-
stoff versehen ist bzw. sind.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriliche, bei dem die Lidnge des
ersten Ansatzes (21) und die Ldnge des zwei-
ten Ansatizes (22) so beschaffen sind, daB die
gesamte Vorderseite jedes Umschlags (20)
nicht durch einen angrenzenden Umschlag
Uberdeckt wird.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem die Summe von
zweimal der Ldnge des ersten Ansatzes (21)
und der Lange des zweiten Ansatzes (22) nicht
gréBer ist als die Ldnge der Vorderseite (31)
des Umschlags (20) plus maximal 10 mm.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriliche, bei dem die Lidnge des
ersten Ansatzes (21) und die Ldnge des zwei-
ten Ansaizes (22) so beschaffen sind, daB
wenn der erste Ansatz (21) zwecks VerschlieB-
ung des Umschlags (20) gefaltet ist, der erste
Ansatz (21) den zweiten Ansatz (22) Uberlagert
und vdllig bedeckt.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem der zweite Ansatz
(22) jedes Umschlags (20) an der Rickseite
(32) des Umschlags in einem solchen die
Riickseite (32) des Umschlags Uberlagernden
Zustand befestigt ist.

Ein BUromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem der zweite Ansatz
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(22) durch einen Kiebstoff (B5) abldsbar in
einem solchem die Riickseite des Umschlags
Uberlagernden Zustand an der Riickseite (32)
des Umschlags befestigt ist, eine Befestigung,
von der der zweite Ansatz (22) abgeldst wer-
den kann.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriche 1 bis 18, bei dem der zweite Ansatz
(22) durch einen Klebstoff (B5) in einem sol-
chen die Rickseite des Umschlags Uberla-
gernden Zustand an der Riickseite (32) des
Umschlags befestigt ist, von der der zweite
Ansatz (22) nicht geldst werden kann, ohne
daB erhebliche Wahrscheinlichkeit des ReiBiens
des zur Umschlagbildung geeigneten Papiers
oder anderen Materials bestiinde.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
spriche 1 bis 19, bei dem der zweite Ansatz
(22) aus der die Riickseite (32) Uberlagernden
Lage entfaltet werden kann, wobei der erste
Ansatz (21) so gefaltet werden kann, daB er
zwecks VerschlieBung des Umschlags den
zweiten Ansatz (22) Uberlagert bzw. unterla-
gert.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der An-
sprliche 9 bis 21, bei dem die Falzlinie (35), an
der entlang der zweite Ansatz (22) gefaltet ist,
dem Boden des Umschlags (20) relativ ndher
ist, als denjenigen Bereichen der Rickseite
(32), die an dessen der Linie (33) zwischen
dem ersten Ansatz (21) und der Vorderseite
(31) am nichsten gelegenen Seitenkanten da-
von angrenzen.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem die vorderen Sei-
tenrander (135) einen zweiten Satz Fihrungs-
16cher zur Verwendung mit einer Stachelband-
flihrung aufweisen, wobei sich der zweite Satz
Flhrungsiécher (235) auBerhalb des ersten
Satzes Flihrungsl&cher (24) befindet.

Ein Biiromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 23, bei
dem der zweite Satz Fuhrungsidcher in Ab-
stand von dem ersten Satz Flhrungsi&cher
(24) durch einen Bereich getrennt ist, der eine
Linie bevorzugten ReiBens (237) aufweist, wo-
durch derjenige Teil der vorderen Seitenrdnder
(235), der den zweiten Satz Fuhrungslécher
aufweist, von den Umschldgen (20) abgel&st
werden kann.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, bei dem die Vorderseite
(31) und die Riickseite (32) jedes Umschlags
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(20) in einem Bereich an deren Seitenkanten
entlang nicht aneinander befestigt sind, so daB
in jedem Umschlag (20) eingeschlossene Luft
entweichen kann, indem die besagten Um-
schldge einen Mechanismus durchlaufen.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, bei dem die Vorderseite
(31) und die Riickseite (32) jedes Umschlags
(20) von den Seitenkanten der besagten Um-
schldge nach innen zu miteinander verbunden
sind.

Ein Blromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, bei dem die vorderen Sei-
tenrander (135) innerhalb der gesamten Linge
des Biromaterialartikels kontinuierlich sind.

Ein Biiromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 27, bei
dem die vorderen Seitenrdnder (135) Bereiche
umfassen, in denen die Materiallinge sich
selbst Uberdeck.

Ein BUromaterialartikel nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche und in Facherform.

Ein Biiromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 29 ein-
schlieBlich Linien bevorzugten Faltens (33) in
gewissen der Umschldage (20) zwecks Erleich-
terung des besagten Faltens in Ficherform.

Ein Biromaterialartikel nach Anspruch 29,
wenn dieser von einem der Anspriiche 9 bis
28 abhingig ist, bei dem der erste Ansatz (21)
an der Vorderseite (31) jedes Umschlags (20)
um eine Linie bevorzugten Faltens (33) ange-
schlossen und der Bilromaterialartikel so be-
schaffen ist, daB er an der besagten Linie
facherfbrmig gefaltet werden kann.

Revendications

Article de papeterie ayant la forme d'une série
interconnectée d'enveloppes (20), 'article étant
constitué d'une bande continue de papier ou
d'autre matériau convenant & la formation
d'enveloppes, pliée pour définir une pluralité
d'enveloppes (20), dans laquelle chaque enve-
loppe (20), a I'exception de celle qui se trouve
A une extrémité de la bande, recouvre partiel-
lement une premiére enveloppe adjacente (20)
et y est fixée du fait de la continuité de ladite
bande et, & I'exception de celle qui se trouve a
l'autre extrémité de la bande, est partiellement
recouverte par une deuxiéme enveloppe adja-
cente (20) a laquelle elle est fixée du fait de la
continuité de ladite bande; ol I'enveloppe (20)
a la premiére extrémité pré-citée de la bande
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est partiellement recouverte par |'enveloppe
adjacente (20) et y est fixée, et ol I'enveloppe
a l'autre extrémité pré-citée de ladite bande
recouvre partiellement l'enveloppe adjacente
(20) et y est fixée; ol chaque enveloppe (20)
comporte un recto (31) et un verso (32), ol
I'épaisseur dudit article de papeterie, au moins
substantiellement sur toute sa longueur et au
moins substantiellement & I'intérieur des bords
latéraux de chaque enveloppe (20), et nonobs-
tant ledit recouvrement, n'est pas supérieure a
trois couches dudit papier ou autre matériau
convenant 3 la formation des enveloppes; ol
les enveloppes (20) ont en outre des bords
latéraux avant (135) intégrés aux rectos (31)
des enveloppes (20) et s'étendant latéralement
vers |'extérieur des enveloppes (20), les bords
latéraux frontaux (135) étant munis de perfora-
tions d'entralnement (24) devant étre utilisées
avec un mécanisme d'entralnement par roues
a picots et fixés aux enveloppes (20) par une
ligne respective de déchirement préférentiel
(37) permettant de les séparer des enveloppes
(20), les lignes de déchirement préférentiel
(37) étant situées le long ou latéralement a
I'extérieur des cOtés des versos (32) des enve-
loppes (20) et ol un premier rabat (21) est fixé
au recto (31) de chaque enveloppe (20) du fait
de la continuité de la bande et adapté pour
étre replié sur le verso de I'enveloppe (20)
pour sceller I'enveloppe (20) et ol un deuxié-
me rabat (22) est fixé au verso (32) de chaque
enveloppe (20) du fait de la continuité de la
bande et replié pour se rabatire sur le verso
(32) de l'enveloppe (20), les enveloppes adja-
centes (20) étant fixées I'une & l'autre du fait
de la continuité de la bande, le premier rabat
(21) d'une enveloppe (20) étant fixé au deuxie-
me rabat (22) d'une enveloppe adjacente (20),
caractérisé en ce que la somme du double de
la longueur du premier rabat (21) et de la
longueur du deuxiéme rabat (22) n'est pas
inférieure & la longueur du recto (31) de cha-
que enveloppe (20), si bien que substantielle-
ment la totalité du recto (31) de chaque enve-
loppe (20) n'est pas recouverte par I'enveloppe
adjacente (20) et en ce que les enveloppes
(20) ont des bords latéraux arriere (235, 335)
dépassant des cbtés du verso (32) des enve-
loppes dont ils font partie intégrante, qui sont
repliés vers l'intérieur et fixés a l'intérieur du
recto (31) pour fermer ainsi les cOiés des
enveloppes (20).

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 1, ol
l'article de papeterie, & proximité des bords
latéraux de chaque enveloppe (20), et nonobs-
tant le recouvrement, n'a pas une épaisseur de
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22

plus de quatre couches du papier ou autre
matériau convenant & la formation d'envelop-
pes.

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 1 ou
Revendication 2, oU l'article de papeterie,
substantiellement & I'intérieur des bords laté-
raux de chaque enveloppe (20), a une épais-
seur de moins de trois couches du papier ou
autre matériau convenant & la formation d'en-
veloppes dans les régions situées le long de
sa longueur et ol les régions n'ont pas plus de
50 mm de longueur, de préférence pas plus de
40 mm de longueur, et mieux encore pas plus
de 30 mm de longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol I'article
de papeterie & proximité des bords latéraux de
chaque enveloppe (20), a une épaisseur de
moins de quatre couches du papier ou autre
matériau convenant & la formation d'envelop-
pes dans les régions situées le long de sa
longueur et ol les régions n'ont pas plus de
30 mm de longueur, de préférence pas plus de
10 mm de longueur, et mieux encore pas plus
de 5 mm de longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1, 2 et 4, olU l'article de
papeterie substantiellement & l'intérieur des
bords latéraux de chaque enveloppe (20) a une
épaisseur substantiellement constante de trois
couches du papier ou autre matériau conve-
nant & la formation d'enveloppes sur toutes sa

longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1 & 4 ol l'article de pape-
terie substantiellement & I'intérieur des bords
latéraux de chaque enveloppe (20) a une
épaisseur constante de deux couches du pa-
pier ou autre matériau convenant a la forma-
tion d'enveloppes sur au moins 70% de sa
longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1, 2, 3, 5 ou 6 ou I'article
de papeterie & proximité des bords de chaque
enveloppe (20) a une épaisseur substantielle-
ment constante de quatre couches du papier
ou autre matériau convenant 2 la formation
d'enveloppes sur toute sa longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1, 2, 3, 5 ou 6, ou I'article
de papeterie, & proximité du bord latéral de
chaque enveloppe (20), a une épaisseur
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constante de quatre couches du papier ou
autre matériau convenant & la formation d'en-
veloppe sur au moins 90% de sa longueur.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, oll le premier
rabat (21) est relié au recto (31) par une ligne,
réelle, imaginaire ou depliage préférentiel (33)
et ol le verso (32), au moins & proximité de
ses bords, s'étend substantiellement jusqu'a
cette ligne.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, oll le premier
rabat (135) est fixé au verso (32) d'une enve-
loppe adjacente (20) du fait de la continuité de
la bande par l'intermédiaire d'une portion amo-
vible.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol les enve-
loppes adjacentes sont fixées I'une & l'auire,
du fait de la continuité de la bande, par l'inter-
médiaire du premier rabat (21) d'une envelop-
pe contigu au deuxiéme rabat (22) d'une enve-
loppe adjacente.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes ol les enve-
loppes adjacentes sont fixées I'une & 'autre du
fait de la continuité de la bande, par l'intermé-
diaire du premier rabat (21) d'une enveloppe
fixé et contigu & une partie amovible intermé-
diaire, dans la continuité de ladite bande, au
premier rabat (21) et au deuxiéme rabat (22)
d'une enveloppe adjacente.

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 12,
ol la partie amovible est définie par des lignes
de déchirement préférentiel & des intersections
avec le premier rabat (21) et le deuxieme rabat
(22).

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, oll le premier
rabat (21) ou le deuxiéme rabat (22) ou tous
les deux sont munis d'un adhésif pour sceller
I'enveloppe.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, oll la lon-
gueur du premier rabat (21) et la longueur du
deuxiéme rabat (22) sont telles que la totalité
du recto de chaque enveloppe (20) n'est pas
recouverte par une enveloppe adjacente.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol la somme
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du double de la longueur du premier rabat (21)
et de la longueur du deuxiéme rabat (22) n'est
pas plus grande que la longueur du recto (31)
de I'enveloppe (20) plus 10 mm maximum.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, oll la lon-
gueur du premier rabat (21) et la longueur du
deuxiéme rabat (22) sont telles que, lorsque le
premier rabat (21) est plié pour sceller I'enve-
loppe (20), le premier rabat (21) se superpose
au deuxieme rabat (22) et le couvre entiére-
ment.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol le deuxié-
me rabat (22) de chaque enveloppe (20) est
fixé au verso (32) de I'enveloppe dans cette
condition de superposition au verso (32) de
I'enveloppe.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol le deuxié-
me rabat (22) est fixé amoviblement au verso
(32) de l'enveloppe dans cette condition de
superposition au verso de l'enveloppe par un
adhésif (B5), de telle sorte que lorsqu'il est
ainsi fixé, le deuxiéme rabat (22) peut éfre
décollé.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1 & 18, ol le deuxiéme
rabat (22) est fixé au verso (32) de I'enveloppe
dans cette condition de superposition au verso
de l'enveloppe par un adhésif (B5), dont le
deuxiéme rabat (22) ne peut pas étre décollé
sans risque substantiel de déchirement du pa-
pier ou autre matériau convenant a la forma-
tion d'enveloppes.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 1 & 19, ol le deuxiéme
rabat (22) ne peut éire plié a partir de cette
position de superposition au verso (32), si bien
que le premier rabat (21) peut étre plié pour se
superposer au deuxiéme rabat (22) ou se pla-
cer dessous pour sceller 'enveloppe.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications 9 3 21, ol la ligne de
pliage (35) le long de laquelle est plié le
deuxiéme rabat (22) est relativement plus adja-
cente au fond de l'enveloppe (20) que les
régions du verso (32) adjacentes & son bord
qui sont plus proches de la ligne (33) entre le
premier rabat (21) et le recto (31).
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Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes ol les bords
latéraux avant (135) ont un deuxiéme ensem-
ble de perforations d'entrainement pour utilisa-
tion avec un mécanisme d'entralnement 3 pi-
cots, le deuxiétme ensemble de perforations
d'entrainement (235) étant extérieur au premier
ensemble de perforations d'entrainement (24).

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 23
dans lequel le deuxiéme ensemble de perfora-
tions d'entralnement est espacé par rapport au
premier ensemble de perforations d'entraine-
ment (24) par une région comportant une ligne
de déchirement préférentiel (237), de telle sor-
te que la partie des bords latéraux avant (235)
ayant le deuxiéme ensemble de perforations
d'entrainement peut &ire séparée des envelop-
pes (20).

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol le recto
(31) et le verso (32) de chaque enveloppe (20)
ne sont pas fixés ensemble dans une région le
long de leurs bords latéraux, ce qui permet a
I'air emprisonné dans chaque enveloppe (20),
au passage dans un mécanisme, de s'échap-
per.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol le recto
(31) et le verso (32) de chaque enveloppe (20)
sont collés ensemble 2 I'intérieur desdits bords
latéraux desdites enveloppes.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes, ol lesdits
bords latéraux avant (135) sont continus sur
toute la longueur de I'article de papeterie.

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 27,
ol lesdits bords latéraux avant (135) compren-
nent des régions dans lesquelles la bande de
matériau est repliée sur elle-méme.

Article de papeterie selon l'une quelconque
des Revendications précédentes et 3 pliage
paravent.

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 29
comportant des lignes de pliage préférentiel
(33) dans certaines des enveloppes (20) pour
faciliter ledit pliage paravent.

Article de papeterie selon Revendication 29,
dépendant de I'une quelconque des Revendi-
cations 9 & 28, oll le premier rabat (21) est fixé
au recto (31) de chaque enveloppe (20) le long
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26

d'une ligne de pliage préférentiel (33) et ol
l'article de papeterie est adapté pour se plier
en paravent sur cette ligne.
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