R )

<

Europaisches Patentamt

-0) European Patent Office () Publication number: 0 277 358

Office européen des brevets A3
®@) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
@) Application number: 87119173.0 & mt.cL.« B65H 51/14 , HO2G 1/10

®@) Date of filing: 10.09.82

®) Priority: 15.01.82 US 339298 () Applicant: WESTECH GEAR CORPORATION
2100 Norton Avenue
Date of publication of application: Everett Washington 98201(US)

10.08.88 Builetin 88/32
@) Inventor: Franchuk, John Michael

Publication number of the earlier application in 3806-191st Place Southwest
accordance with Art.76 EPC: 0 084 080 Lynnwood Washington 98036(US)
Inventor: Blanchet, James Paul
Designated Contracting States: 603-172nd Street Northeast
BE DE FR GB IT NL SE Arlington Washington 98223(US)

Date of deferred publication of the search report: Representative: Patentanwailte Griinecker,
05.10.88 Bulletin 88/40 Kinkeldey, Stockmair & Partner

Maximilianstrasse 58

D-8000 Miinchen 22(DE)

) Draw-off and hold back cable tension machine.

@& An improved cable tension machine increases i
the velocity for hauling in of cable from approxi- =" ]
mately 100 feet per minute to an excess of 700 feet a1 -
per minute. The cable tension machine (10) uses a o
floating, semirigid track suspension to hold the track T
belts (22, 34) in contact with the cable. The track ’ ]
suspension increases the minor variation tolerance
acceptable for the cable tension machine, thereby
allowing rapid running of odd shapes through the
cabie tension machine. A more uniform cable load-
ing force is provided to the cable without excessive
force when bodies are encountered and without jam-
mming. Basically, the cable tension machine (10) com-
<prises upper and fower track assemblies (12, 14)
positioned atop one another capable of applying a
tensioning force to the cable which passes between
enthe track assemblies (12, 14). A housing (40) holds
hboth track assemblies in spaced relationship, allow-
p\ing movement of the upper track assembly relative
@ to the lower track assembly through a pivotable lift
point (44) on the upper part of the housing (40). The
lift point (44) is located to optimize performance. The
housing is open on one side to allow threading of a
cable between the track belt (22, 34).
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