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Description 

The  invention  relates  generally  to  the  field  of 
photographic  cameras  and  in  particular  to  a  camera 
of  the  type  wherein,  when  a  release  button  or  the 
like  is  manually  depressed,  a  shutter  is  actuated  to 
expose  a  section  of  film  in  the  camera  and  a 
motorized  drive  is  actuated  to  advance  the  film  and 
re-set  the  shutter  for  the  next  exposure. 

Typically  in  a  number  of  motorized  cameras 
adapted  to  receive  a  film  cartridge  containing  a 
filmstrip  having  successive  unexposed  frames, 
such  as  35mm  film,  manual  depression  of  the 
release  button  releases  the  shutter  for  opening  and 
closing  to  expose  a  film  frame  positioned  in  align- 
ment  with  the  shutter.  After  the  shutter  is  closed, 
the  motorized  drive  is  actuated  to  advance  the 
filmstrip  until  a  fresh  frame  is  positioned  in  align- 
ment  with  the  shutter.  Simultaneously,  the  motor- 
ized  drive  re-sets  the  shutter  for  the  next  exposure. 
Advancing  the  filmstrip  and  re-setting  the  shutter 
for  the  next  exposure  places  a  combined  load  on 
the  motorized  drive  which  is  relatively  high.  This 
combined  load  is  even  higher  during  film  initializa- 
tion  when  the  motorized  drive  must  draw  the  film- 
strip  from  the  cartridge  for  the  first  time.  When  the 
filmstrip  is  pulled  from  the  cartridge  for  the  first 
time,  the  original  film  set  and  the  original  orienta- 
tion  of  the  plush  fibers  in  the  egress  opening  of  the 
cartridge  impose  a  break-away  load  on  the  motor- 
ized  drive  which  is  much  higher  than  the  pulling 
load  imposed  on  the  motorized  drive  after  the 
original  film  set  and  the  original  fiber  orientation 
have  been  altered  to  conform  with  film  withdrawal 
from  the  cartridge.  Thus  in  these  prior  art  cameras 
the  motorized  drive  may  be  pushed  to  its  limit 
during  film  initialization  because  the  drive  must 
overcome  both  the  film  break-away  load  and  the 
shutter  re-setting  load.  This  produces  an  excessive 
drain  on  the  batteries  used  to  power  the  motorized 
drive,  and  it  can  eventually  cause  the  motorized 
drive  to  fail. 

Recently,  several  35mm  cameras  have  been 
commercially  introduced  in  which  the  shutter  is  not 
released  before  the  motorized  drive  is  actuated  to 
initialize  the  filmstrip.  As  a  result,  the  motorized 
drive  does  not  have  to  re-set  the  shutter  during  film 
initialization.  This  eliminates  the  shutter  re-setting 
load  which  would  otherwise  be  imposed  on  the 
motorized  drive,  and  thereby  allows  the  motorized 
drive  to  dedicate  its  full  torque  to  overcoming  the 
break-away  load  required  to  first  pull  the  filmstrip 
out  of  the  cartridge  for  the  first  time.  Generally,  in 
cameras  of  this  type  as  described  in  US-A-4  460 
256,  for  example  the  Ricoh  model  TF-200  camera, 
the  motorized  drive  is  actuated  in  response  to 
closure  of  a  rear  door  of  the  camera.  A  problem 
with  those  prior  art  cameras,  however,  is  that  once 

the  rear  door  is  closed  film  initialization  must  fol- 
low,  it  is  automatic.  Consequently,  after  the  rear 
door  is  closed,  the  cartridge  normally  cannot  be 
removed  from  the  camera  without  exposing  the 

5  filmstrip.  This  is  undesirable  because  in  certain 
instances  the  photographer  may  wish  to  replace 
the  film  type  in  the  camera  with  a  different  type 
film  before  taking  any  pictures. 

The  invention  provides  improved  apparatus  for 
io  reducing  the  torque  load  on  a  motorized  drive  in  a 

camera  during  film  initialization,  by  eliminating  the 
need  to  re-set  the  shutter  when  the  drive  is  ac- 
tuated  to  initialize  the  film.  However,  actuation  of 
the  motorized  drive  is  not  effected  in  response  to 

75  closure  of  a  rear  door  of  the  camera  as  in  the 
above-described  prior  art  example. 

According  to  the  invention,  there  is  provided  a 
camera  as  claimed  in  claim  1  .  Useful  modifications 
are  provided  in  claims  2  and  3.  This  camera  is  of 

20  the  type  wherein,  when  a  release  button  or  the  like 
is  manually  depressed,  a  shutter  is  actuated  to 
expose  a  section  of  film  in  the  camera  and  a 
motorized  drive  is  actuated  to  advance  the  film  and 
re-set  the  shutter  for  the  next  exposure.  In  order  to 

25  initialize  fresh  film  in  the  camera,  a  door  of  the 
camera  must  be  closed.  However,  the  motorized 
drive  is  not  then  actuated  for  film  initialization  as  in 
the  above-described  prior  art,  thereby  allowing  the 
film  to  be  removed  from  the  camera  intact  in  its 

30  cartridge.  According  to  the  invention,  the  motorized 
drive  cannot  be  actuated  until  the  release  button  is 
manually  depressed.  When  the  release  button  is 
depressed  and  fresh  film  in  the  camera  needs  to 
be  initialized,  the  shutter  is  prevented  from  being 

35  actuated.  As  a  result,  the  motorized  drive  will  not 
have  to  re-set  the  shutter,  and  the  drive  can  devote 
its  full  torque  to  overcoming  the  break-away  load 
required  to  pull  the  film  out  of  the  cartridge  for  the 
first  time. 

40  The  invention  will  be  described  in  connection 
with  the  drawings,  wherein: 

FIG.  1  is  a  front  elevation  view  of  a  35mm 
camera  capable  of  initializing  fresh  film  in  the 
camera  in  accordance  with  a  preferred  embodi- 

45  ment  of  the  invention,  showing  the  camera  with 
an  integral  lens  cover  opened  to  uncover  the 
objective  lens; 
FIG.  2  is  a  rear  elevation  view  of  the  camera, 
showing  the  camera  with  its  back  door  opened 

50  to  receive  a  conventional  35mm  film  cartridge; 
FIG.  3  is  a  perspective  view  of  film  drive  appara- 
tus  in  the  camera; 
FIG.  4  is  a  top  plan  view  of  the  apparatus 
depicted  in  FIG.  1,  shown  with  the  rear  door  of 

55  the  camera  opened; 
FIG.  5  is  a  top  plan  view  of  the  apparatus 
depicted  in  FIG.  1,  shown  with  the  rear  door  of 
the  camera  closed; 
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FIG.  6  is  a  schematic  representation  of  a  control 
circuit  in  the  camera;  and 
FIGS.  7a  and  7b  together  form  a  flow  chart 
illustrating  operation  of  the  control  circuit. 
The  invention  is  disclosed  as  being  embodied 

preferably  in  a  35mm  camera.  Because  the  fea- 
tures  of  this  type  of  camera  are  generally  well 
known,  the  description  which  follows  is  directed  in 
particular  to  photographic  elements  forming  part  of 
or  cooperating  directly  with  the  disclosed  embodi- 
ment.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  other  ele- 
ments  not  specifically  shown  or  described  may 
take  various  forms  known  to  persons  of  ordinary 
skill  in  the  art. 

Referring  now  to  the  drawings  and  in  particular 
to  FIGS.  1  and  2,  a  35mm  camera  is  shown  with  an 
integral  lens  cover  1  slidably  mounted  on  a  front 
face  of  the  camera  body  3,  opened  to  uncover  an 
objective  lens  5,  and  with  a  back  door  7  pivotally 
mounted  on  a  rear  portion  of  the  camera  body, 
opened  to  receive  a  known  film  cartridge  C,  such 
as  one  manufactured  by  Eastman  Kodak  Company. 
The  film  cartridge  C  comprises  a  light-tight  con- 
tainer  9  housing  a  rotatably  supported  spool  1  1  on 
which  is  wound  an  edge-perforated  35mm  filmstrip 
F.  As  viewed  in  FIG.  2,  the  filmstrip  F  has  an  upper 
row  of  perforations  P  adjacent  a  longitudinal  edge 
E  and  a  lower  row  of  perforations  P'  adjacent  a 
longitudinal  edge  E'.  A  leader  portion  L  of  the 
filmstrip  F  projects  from  a  plush-lined,  light  trap- 
ping  slit  13  in  a  throat  15  of  the  cartridge  C  and 
has  a  forward  end  portion  whose  width  is  approxi- 
mately  one-half  of  the  width  of  the  remainder  of  the 
filmstrip.  The  35mm  camera  includes  a  number  of 
known  elements,  such  as  a  loading  chamber  17  for 
receiving  the  cartridge  C;  a  flash  ready  lamp  19  for 
a  built-in  electronic  flash,  not  shown;  a  low  light 
warning  lamp  21  ;  a  viewfinder  window  23;  a  pair  of 
substantially  parallel  film  rails  25  and  27;  a  film 
exposure  window  29  for  the  objective  lens  5;  a  film 
take-up  chamber  31  housing  a  film  take-up  spool 
33  or  drum;  a  manually  operable  latch  35  for  secur- 
ing  the  back  door  7  closed;  a  pressure  plate  37 
spring-supported  on  the  inside  of  the  back  door  for 
holding  successive  frames  on  the  filmstrip  F  flat  on 
the  pair  of  film  rails  25  and  27  during  film  exposure 
at  the  exposure  window  29;  and  a  shutter  release 
button  39  manually  depressible  to  initiate  film  ex- 
posure  by  releasing  a  shutter  40  for  opening  and 
closing  spring-urged  movement  from  a  latched, 
cocked  position  to  uncover  and  recover  the  objec- 
tive  lens  5.  In  operation,  substantially  the  entire 
length  of  the  filmstrip  F  is  pre-wound  without  in- 
terruption  from  the  cartridge  C  onto  the  take-up 
spool  33  before  any  exposures  are  taken  at  the 
exposure  window  29.  Then,  after  each  exposure  at 
the  window  29,  the  filmstrip  F  is  rewound  one 
frame  at  a  time  back  into  the  cartridge  C.  This  is 

done  to  protect  the  exposed  frames  on  the  filmstrip 
F,  for  example,  should  the  rear  door  7  be  acciden- 
tally  or  inadvertently  opened  prematurely,  i.e.,  be- 
fore  the  filmstrip  is  rewound  completely  into  the 

5  cartridge. 
As  shown  in  FIGS.  3  and  4,  a  coaxial  shaft  41 

connects  a  metering  sprocket  43  and  a  metering 
gear  45  to  enable  the  sprocket  and  the  gear  to 
rotate  in  unison.  The  metering  sprocket  43  engages 

io  the  lower  row  of  perforations  P'  in  the  filmstrip  F  as 
the  filmstrip  is  first  pre-wound  onto  the  take-up 
spool  33  and  then  is  rewound  back  into  the  car- 
tridge  C.  The  metering  gear  45  continuously  en- 
gages  an  intermediate  gear  47  which,  in  turn,  con- 

15  tinuously  engages  a  pivot  gear  49.  The  pivot  gear 
49  is  supported  for  rotation  about  a  pivot  shaft  51 
and  continuously  engages  a  counter  gear  53.  A 
swing  plate  55  on  which  the  pivot  gear  49  and  the 
counter  gear  53  are  disposed  is  supported  on  the 

20  shaft  51  for  pivotal  movement  about  the  shaft  with- 
out  disengaging  the  pivot  gear  from  the  counter 
gear  or  the  intermediate  gear  47.  A  motion-trans- 
mitting  stud  57  is  coaxially  fixed  on  the  counter 
gear  53  and  has  a  single  recess  59  for  receiving 

25  successive  peripheral  teeth  61  of  a  rotatable  coun- 
ter  disk  63  to  rotate  the  disk  in  accordance  with 
rotation  of  the  counter  gear.  The  counter  disk  63  is 
located  on  the  outside  of  the  camera  and  has 
thirty-six  evenly  spaced  settings  represented  by 

30  the  numbers  "1,  2,  3,  ...36"  imprinted  on  the  disk. 
These  numbers  correspond  to  successive  frames 
on  the  filmstrip  F.  An  original  empty  setting  of  the 
counter  disk  63  is  represented  by  the  letter  "E" 
imprinted  on  the  disk.  This  is  to  indicate  that  the 

35  camera  is  empty. 
When  the  filmstrip  F  is  pre-wound  onto  the 

take-up  spool  33,  the  metering  sprocket  43  is  rotat- 
ed  by  pre-winding  movement  of  the  filmstrip  to 
increment  the  counter  disk  63  from  its  original  "E" 

40  setting  to  a  maximum  number  setting,  such  as  the 
"36"  setting  or  a  lesser  number  setting,  to  indicate 
the  maximum  number  of  unexposed  frames  on  the 
filmstrip  F.  Conversely,  as  the  filmstrip  F  is  re- 
wound  back  into  the  cartridge  C  after  each  expo- 

45  sure,  the  metering  sprocket  43  is  rotated  by  rewin- 
ding  movement  of  the  filmstrip  to  decrement  the 
counter  disk  63  one  setting  at  a  time  from  its 
maximum  number  setting  to  indicate  the  remaining 
number  of  unexposed  frames  on  the  filmstrip.  In 

50  operation,  the  metering  sprocket  43,  the  gears  45, 
47,  49,  and  51  ,  and  the  motion-transmitting  stud  57 
are  each  rotated  one  revolution  between  succes- 
sive  frames. 

Normally,  as  shown  in  FIG.  4,  a  relatively  light 
55  separating  spring  65  urges  the  swing  plate  55  to 

pivot  in  a  counter-clockwise  direction  about  the 
shaft  51  into  abutment  against  a  stop  pin  67  on  the 
camera  body  3.  This  will  cause  the  motion-trans- 

3 
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mitting  stud  53  to  move  out  of  its  position  against 
at  least  one  of  the  peripheral  teeth  61  of  the 
counter  disk  63  to  thereby  release  the  counter  disk. 
Release  of  the  counter  disk  63  allows  a  relatively 
light  initializing  spring  69  to  rotate  the  counter  disk 
to  reset  the  disk  to  its  original  "E"  setting.  A  stop 
pin  71  on  the  underside  of  the  counter  disk  63  will 
contact  a  stop  pin  73  on  the  camera  body  3  to  halt 
the  counter  disk  at  its  "E"  setting.  When  the 
motion-transmitting  stud  57  is  in  its  position  against 
at  least  one  of  the  peripheral  teeth  61  of  the 
counter  disk  63,  the  initializing  spring  69  is  not 
strong  enough  to  rotate  the  counter  disk.  A  means 
for  moving  the  motion-transmitting  stud  57  to  its 
position  against  at  least  one  of  the  peripheral  teeth 
61  of  the  counter  disk  63  is  described  below. 

The  take-up  spool  33  includes  a  relieved  an- 
nular  portion  75  on  its  peripheral  edge  having  a 
smaller  diameter  than  the  remainder  of  the  take-up 
spool.  A  film-on-spool  sensor  77,  integrally  formed 
with  the  swing  plate  55,  includes  a  resiliently  flexi- 
ble  sensing  finger  79  for  sensing  the  presence  and 
the  absence  or  the  filmstrip  F  on  the  take-up  spool 
33.  As  shown  in  FIG.  4,  the  separating  spring  65 
urges  the  swing  plate  55  to  position  an  idler  roller 
81  on  a  free  end  of  the  sensing  finger  79  in 
abutment  against  the  relieved  annular  portion  75  of 
the  take-up  spool  33.  In  this  instance,  the  motion- 
transmitting  stud  57  is  removed  from  its  position 
against  at  least  one  of  the  peripheral  teeth  61  of 
the  counter  disk  63,  and  the  counter  disk  is  reset  to 
its  "E"  setting  by  the  initializing  spring  69.  When 
the  leader  portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  is  wound  onto 
the  take-up  spool  33,  a  longitudinal  (full  width) 
section  X  of  the  first  convolution  of  the  filmstrip  will 
be  spaced  opposite  the  relieved  annular  portion  75. 
See  FIG.  5.  The  idler  roller  81  will  ride  on  the 
longitudinal  section  X,  thereby  being  separated 
from  the  relieved  annular  portion  75.  This  causes 
the  sensing  finger  79  of  the  film-on-spool  sensor  77 
to  pivot  the  swing  plate  55  in  a  clockwise  direction 
about  the  shaft  51  until  the  motion-transmitting  stud 
57  is  moved  to  its  position  against  at  least  one  of 
the  peripheral  teeth  61  of  the  counter  disk  63.  If  the 
rear  door  7  is  accidentally  or  inadvertently  opened 
when  the  filmstrip  F  is  wound  at  least  partly  on  the 
take-up  spool  33,  the  counter  disk  63  cannot  be 
reset  to  its  original  "E"  setting  by  the  return  spring 
69  because  the  motion-transmitting  stud  57  re- 
mains  in  its  position  against  at  least  one  of  the 
peripheral  teeth  61  of  the  counter  disk. 

In  FIG.  6,  there  is  schematically  depicted  a 
motorized  film  drive  mechanism  83  comprising  a 
conventional  bi-directional  motor  85  and  a  conven- 
tional  drive  transmission  87.  As  shown,  the  trans- 
mission  87  is  coupled  to  the  metering  sprocket  43 
and  to  respective  drive  hubs  89  and  91  which 
engage  the  take-up  spool  33  and  the  supply  spool 

11  of  the  cartridge  C.  When  the  cartridge  C  is 
loaded  in  the  camera,  as  shown  in  FIG.  4,  the 
leader  portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  is  located  over 
the  metering  sprocket  43  to  position  one  or  more 

5  successive  perforations  P'  in  the  leader  portion  in 
engagement  with  the  sprocket.  The  motorized  film 
drive  mechanism  83  initially  rotates  the  metering 
sprocket  43  in  order  to  advance  the  leader  portion 
L  of  the  filmstrip  F  onto  the  take-up  spool  33.  The 

io  take-up  spool  33  has  respective  teeth  93  for  en- 
gaging  the  successive  perforations  P'  in  the  leader 
L  of  the  filmstrip  F  and  is  rotated  by  the  motorized 
film  drive  mechanism  83  at  a  faster  speed  than  the 
metering  sprocket  43.  A  film  tension  responsive 

is  clutch,  not  shown,  in  the  transmission  87  de-cou- 
ples  the  metering  sprocket  43  from  its  rotational 
drive  in  response  to  the  resulting  pull  on  the  film- 
strip  F  caused  by  engagement  of  the  leader  portion 
L  of  the  filmstrip  to  the  faster  rotating  take-up  spool 

20  33.  Thereafter,  the  metering  sprocket  33  operates 
in  an  idling  capacity,  that  is,  it  is  rotated  by  move- 
ment  of  the  filmstrip  F. 

As  shown  in  FIG.  6,  there  are  provided  respec- 
tive  switches  SWD,  SWB,  SWF,  SWL,  SWC,  and 

25  SWM  operatively  associated  with  the  rear  door  7, 
the  shutter  release  button  39,  the  film-on-spool 
sensor  77,  the  lens  cover  1  ,  a  cartridge  sensor  95 
and  the  metering  sprocket  43.  In  turn,  the  switches 
SWD,  SWB,  SWf,  SWl,  SWc,  and  SWM  are  con- 

30  nected  individually  to  a  conventional  digital  micro- 
computer  97  such  as  used  in  many  recent  cam- 
eras.  The  microcomputer  97  includes  a  central 
processing  unit  (CPU)  99,  a  random  access  mem- 
ory  (RAM)  101,  a  read  only  memory  (ROM)  103,  a 

35  two  second  timer  105,  a  three  second  timer  107, 
and  an  up/down  counter  109.  As  is  described  be- 
low,  the  microcomputer  97  is  used  to  control  op- 
eration  of  the  shutter  40  to  take  an  exposure  and  to 
control  operation  of  the  motorized  film  drive 

40  mechanism  83  to  prewind  the  filmstrip  F  onto  the 
take-up  spool  1  and  to  rewind  the  filmstrip  back 
into  the  cartridge  C.  The  switch  SWd  is  closed  when 
the  rear  door  7  is  closed  and  is  opened  when  the 
rear  door  is  opened.  The  switch  SWB  is  closed 

45  each  time  the  shutter  release  button  39  is  de- 
pressed  and  is  opened  when  the  button  is  re- 
leased.  The  switch  SWF  is  closed  by  the  sensing 
finger  79  of  the  film-on-spool  sensor  77  when  the 
sensing  finger  is  moved  away  from  the  take-up 

50  spool  33  in  response  to  pre-winding  of  the  leader 
portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  onto  the  spool  and  is 
opened  when  the  sensing  finger  returns  to  the 
spool  once  the  filmstrip  is  completely  wound  off 
the  spool.  The  switch  SWL  is  closed  when  the  lens 

55  cover  1  is  closed  and  is  opened  when  the  lens 
cover  is  opened.  The  switch  SWC  is  closed  when 
the  cartridge  sensor  95  determines  that  the  car- 
tridge  C  is  in  the  loading  chamber  17  and  is 

4 
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opened  when  the  cartridge  sensor  determines  that 
the  loading  chamber  is  empty.  The  switch  SWM  is 
closed  by  a  cam  111  on  the  coaxial  shaft  41,  as 
shown  in  FIG.  3,  each  time  the  metering  sprocket 
43  is  rotated  a  single  revolution.  When  the  meter- 
ing  switch  SWM  is  closed,  a  metering  pulse  is 
generated  in  the  microcomputer  97.  The  metering 
pulse  is  counted  up  in  the  up/down  counter  109 
during  pre-winding  movement  of  the  filmstrip  F,  to 
increment  the  counter  by  "1  ",  and  is  counted  down 
during  rewinding  movement  of  the  filmstrip,  to  simi- 
larly  decrement  the  counter.  A  non-volatile  memory 
113  or  other  means,  such  as  a  back-up  battery,  is 
provided  to  maintain  the  pulse  count  in  the 
up/down  counter  109  when  an  on/off  switch,  not 
shown,  on  the  camera  body  3  is  turned  off  but 
some  film  is  present  on  the  take-up  spool  33. 

Operation 

FIGS.  7a  and  7b  together  form  a  flow  chart 
which  illustrates  four  explicit  routines  of  the  micro- 
computer  97  which  are  effected  in  cooperation  with 
the  switches  SWD,  SWB,  SWF,  SWL,  SWC,  and 
SWM  to  control  operation  of  the  shutter  40  and  the 
motorized  film  drive  mechanism  83. 

(1)  Load  Mode 

This  mode  corresponds  to  the  routine  L  of  the 
microcomputer  97.  If  in  FIG.  7A  the  switch  SWD  is 
closed  because  the  rear  door  7  is  closed,  the 
switch  SWB  is  closed  because  the  shutter  release 
button  39  is  depressed,  the  switch  SWL  is  open 
because  the  lens  cover  1  is  open,  and  the  switch 
SWF  is  open  because  no  film  is  present  on  the 
take-up  spool  33,  and  in  FIG.  7B  the  switch  SWC  is 
closed  because  the  cartridge  C  is  in  the  loading 
chamber  17,  then  a  shutter  release  solenoid  115 
connected  to  the  microcomputer  97  and  to  the 
shutter  40  will  not  be  energized  to  release  the 
shutter  from  its  cocked  position  for  opening  and 
closing.  If  in  FIG.  7A  the  switches  SWD  and  SWB 
are  closed  as  in  the  previous  instance,  but  the 
switch  SWL  is  closed  because  the  lens  cover  1  is 
closed,  and  in  FIG.  7B  the  switches  SWF  and  SWC 
are  closed  as  in  the  previous  instance,  then  simi- 
larly  the  shutter  release  solenoid  115  will  not  be 
energized  to  release  the  shutter  40  for  opening  and 
closing.  Following  either  of  these  sequences,  in 
FIG.  7B  the  motor  85  will  be  energized  to  drive  the 
transmission  87  in  a  pre-wind  direction  for  film 
movement  as  depicted  by  the  arrow  P  in  FIG.  6. 
The  transmission  87  will  rotate  the  metering 
sprocket  43  and  the  drive  hub  89  for  the  take-up 
spool  33.  At  this  time,  the  drive  hub  91  for  the 
supply  spool  1  1  of  the  cartridge  C  is  disconnected 
from  the  transmission  87,  allowing  the  supply  spool 

to  idle.  After  the  motor  85  is  energized  in  FIG.  7B, 
the  up/down  counter  109  will  begin  to  count  up 
from  "0"  by  "1  "  each  time  a  metering  pulse  is 
produced  in  response  to  closing  of  the  switch 

5  SWM,  when  the  metering  sprocket  43  completes  a 
single  revolution.  If  the  switch  SWF  is  closed  be- 
cause  the  leader  portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  has 
been  wound  onto  the  take-up  spool  33,  the  two 
sec.  timer  105  will  begin  and  the  up/down  counter 

io  109  will  re-begin  its  count-up  from  "0".  The  sub- 
stantial  length  of  the  filmstrip  F,  following  the  lead- 
er  portion  L,  will  then  be  pre-wound  onto  the  take- 
up  spool  33.  If  the  up/down  counter  109  is  incre- 
mented  by  "1"  before  the  two  sec.  timer  105  times 

is  out,  the  timer  will  begin  again.  When  the  substan- 
tial  length  of  the  filmstrip  F  has  been  pre-wound 
onto  the  take-up  spool  33,  the  take-up  spool  is 
prevented  from  withdrawing  the  remainder  of  the 
filmstrip  from  the  cartridge  C  because  a  trailing  end 

20  of  the  filmstrip  is  secured  to  the  supply  spool  11 
within  the  cartridge.  This  end  of  film  condition 
causes  film  movement  to  stall.  As  a  result,  the 
up/down  counter  109  will  not  be  incremented  by 
"1"  before  the  two  sec.  timer  105  times  out.  This 

25  causes  the  motor  85  first  to  be  de-energized  and 
then  to  be  re-energized  in  an  opposite  direction  to 
drive  the  transmission  87  in  a  rewind  direction  for 
film  movement  as  depicted  by  the  arrow  R  in  FIG. 
6.  The  reversed  transmission  87  pivots  an  oper- 

30  atively  connected  gear  or  the  like,  not  shown,  into 
driving  relation  with  the  drive  hub  91  for  the  supply 
spool  11  of  the  cartridge  C,  causing  the  hub  and 
the  spool  to  be  rotated  by  the  transmission  to  wind 
up  the  filmstrip  F  as  it  is  returned  to  the  cartridge. 

35  Simultaneously,  the  up/down  counter  109  begins  a 
countdown  of  the  metering  pulses  from  its  total 
count  obtained  during  pre-winding.  When  the 
up/down  counter  109  is  decremented  by  "1",  the 
first  frame  of  the  filmstrip  F  will  be  in  the  focal 

40  plane  of  the  objective  lens  5.  Then,  the  motor  85  is 
de-energized,  thereby  concluding  the  load  mode  L. 

Thus  in  the  load  mode  L  the  first  frame  of  the 
filmstrip  F  can  be  advanced  to  the  focal  plane  of 
the  objective  lens  5,  whether  the  lens  cover  1  is 

45  opened  or  closed,  and  without  energizing  the  shut- 
ter  release  solenoid  115  to  release  the  shutter  40, 
when  the  cartridge  C  is  in  the  loading  chamber  17 
and  the  take-up  spool  33  is  initially  empty. 

50  (2)  No-Load  or  Dry  Cycle  Mode 

This  mode  corresponds  to  the  routine  N-L  of 
the  microcomputer  97.  If  in  the  load  mode  L  in  FIG. 
7A  the  switch  SWF  is  open  because  no  film  is 

55  present  on  the  take-up  spool  33  and  in  FIG.  7B  the 
switch  SWC  is  open  because  no  cartridge  C  is  in 
the  loading  chamber  17,  then  according  to  the  no- 
load  mode  N-L  the  shutter  release  solenoid  115  will 

5 



9 EP  0  282  968  B1 10 

be  energized  to  release  the  shutter  40  for  opening 
and  closing.  Following  this  in  FIG.  7B,  the  motor  85 
will  be  energized  to  drive  the  transmission  87  in 
the  prewind  direction,  but  only  to  actuate  a  conven- 
tional  shutter  re-set  mechanism  117  connected  via 
the  transmission  to  the  metering  sprocket  43.  Al- 
though  not  shown,  the  shutter  re-set  mechanism 
117  may  comprise  a  setting  cam  which  is  rotated 
360°  in  accordance  with  rotation  of  the  metering 
sprocket  43  to  re-set  the  shutter  40  to  its  cocked 
position.  When  the  shutter  40  is  not  released  as  in 
the  load  mode  L  because  the  shutter  release  sole- 
noid  115  is  not  energized,  the  shutter  re-set 
mechanism  117  does  not  have  to  re-set  the  shutter. 
This  is  the  reason  that  the  steps  "ACTUATE 
SHUTTER  RE-SET  MECH."  in  FIG.  7B  is  enclosed 
by  a  broken  line.  If  in  the  load  mode  L  in  FIG.  7B 
the  switch  SWf  remains  open  because  the  take-up 
spool  33  remains  empty  after  the  motor  85  is 
energized  to  drive  the  transmission  87  in  the  pre- 
wind  direction,  and  in  the  no-load  mode  N-L  in  FIG 
7B  the  up/down  counter  109  counts  up  to  "3",  but 
the  switch.  SWF  has  not  yet  closed  because  the 
take-up  spool  is  still  empty,  the  motor  will  be  de- 
energized  and  the  counter  will  be  reset  to  "0", 
thereby  concluding  the  no-load  mode. 

Thus  the  no-load  mode  N-L  has  application 
both  when  a  film  take-up  malfunction  has  occurred 
because  the  leader  portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  has 
failed  to  be  secured  to  the  take-up  spool  33  and 
when  operation  of  the  camera  is  demonstrated  in  a 
dry  run,  i.e.,  without  the  cartridge  C  in  the  loading 
chamber  17. 

(3)  Expose  Mode 

This  mode  corresponds  to  the  routine  E  of  the 
microcomputer  97.  If  in  FIG.  7A  the  switch  SWD  is 
closed  because  the  rear  door  7  is  closed,  the 
switch  SWB  is  closed  because  the  shutter  release 
button  39  is  depressed,  the  switch  SWL  is  open 
because  the  lens  cover  1  is  open,  and  the  switch 
SWF  is  closed  because  film  is  present  on  the  take- 
up  spool  33,  then  the  shutter  release  solenoid  115 
will  be  energized  to  release  the  shutter  40  for 
opening  and  closing.  Following  this,  the  motor  85 
will  be  energized  to  drive  the  transmission  87  in 
the  rewind  direction.  As  a  result,  the  supply  spool 
11  of  the  cartridge  C  will  be  rotated  by  the  drive 
hub  91  to  rewind  an  exposed  frame  into  the  car- 
tridge,  and  the  take-up  spool  33  will  be  rotated  by 
the  drive  hub  89  to  advance  a  fresh  frame  off  the 
take-up  spool  and  into  the  focal  plane  of  the  objec- 
tive  lens  5.  Also,  the  shutter  re-set  mechanism  117 
will  be  actuated  to  re-set  the  shutter  40.  When  the 
up/down  counter  109  is  decremented  by  "1",  but 
the  counter  has  not  dropped  to  "0",  the  motor  83 
will  be  de-energized,  thereby  concluding  the  expo- 

sure  mode  E.  Otherwise,  if  the  up/down  counter 
109  has  dropped  to  "0",  then,  when  the  switch 
SWF  is  closed  because  the  filmstrip  F  has  been 
completely  wound  off  the  take-up  spool,  the  three 

5  sec.  timer  107  will  begin.  When  the  three  sec. 
timer  107  times  out,  the  leader  portion  L  of  the 
filmstrip  F  will  have  been  rewound  into  the  car- 
tridge  C.  Then,  the  motor  85  will  be  de-energized 
and,  merely  as  a  precaution,  the  up/down  counter 

io  109  will  be  re-initialized,  thereby  concluding  the 
exposure  mode. 

If  in  the  expose  mode  E  the  switch  SWL  is 
closed  because  the  lens  cover  1  is  closed  and  the 
switch  SWF  is  closed  because  film  is  present  on 

is  the  take-up  spool  33,  then  the  expose  mode  will  be 
prematurely  cancelled  to  prevent  energization  of 
the  shutter  solenoid  115  and  the  motor  85. 

(4)  Open  Door  Mode 
20 

This  mode  corresponds  to  the  routine  O-D  of 
the  microcomputer  97.  If  in  FIG.  7A  the  switch  SWD 
is  open  because  the  rear  door  7  is  open,  but  the 
switch  SWF  is  closed  because  film  is  present  on 

25  the  take-up  spool  1  ,  the  motor  83  will  be  energized 
to  drive  the  transmission  87  in  the  rewind  direction. 
Then,  only  when  the  switch  SWF  is  opened  be- 
cause  the  filmstrip  F  has  been  completely  wound 
off  the  take-up  spool  33,  the  three  sec.  timer  107 

30  will  begin.  When  the  three  sec.  timer  107  times 
out,  the  leader  portion  L  of  the  filmstrip  F  will  have 
been  rewound  into  the  cartridge  C.  Then,  the  motor 
83  will  be  de-energized  and,  merely  as  a  precau- 
tion,  the  counter  109  will  be  re-initialized,  thereby 

35  concluding  the  open  door  mode. 
The  invention  has  been  described  with  refer- 

ence  to  a  preferred  embodiment.  However,  it  will 
be  appreciated  that  variations  and  modifications 
can  be  effected  within  the  ordinary  skill  in  the  art 

40  without  departing  from  the  scope  of  the  invention. 
For  example,  a  combination  of  logic  gates  or 
switching  circuits  which  make  digital  decisions  may 
be  used  in  controlling  operation  of  the  motorized 
film  drive  mechanism  83.  Alternatively,  a  mechani- 

45  cal  analog  system  may  be  used.  In  another  exam- 
ple,  a  tension  sensing  member  responsive  to  the 
sudden  increase  in  film  tension  arising  at  the  end 
of  pre-winding,  when  the  take-up  spool  33  attempts 
to  withdraw  the  remainder  of  the  filmstrip  F  from 

50  the  cartridge  C,  may  be  used  to  reverse  the  motor 
85.  In  a  third  example,  the  up/down  counter  109 
may  be  connected  to  a  decoder  which,  in  turn,  is 
connected  to  a  liquid  crystal  display  or  a  light 
emitting  diode  array  to  provide  an  indication  of  the 

55  frame  count.  In  a  fourth  example,  in  place  of  the 
film-on-spool  sensor  77,  a  means  for  sensing  rota- 
tion  of  the  metering  sprocket  43  during  movement 
of  the  filmstrip  F  in  the  prewind  direction  may  be 

6 
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used  to  determine  that  film  is  present  on  the  take- 
up  spool.  In  a  fifth  example,  in  place  of  the  car- 
tridge  sensor  95,  a  means  for  reading  a  film  speed 
or  other  code  on  the  cartridge  C  may  be  used  to 
determine  that  the  cartridge  is  in  the  loading  cham- 
ber  17.  In  a  sixth  example,  a  shutter  sensor  switch 
may  be  connected  to  the  microcomputer  97  to 
actuate  the  shutter  re-set  mechanism  117  after  the 
shutter  40  is  closed  and  to  prevent  actuation  of  the 
re-set  mechanism  when  the  shutter  is  not  released. 

Claims 

1.  A  photographic  camera  (3)  for  use  with  a  film- 
strip  (F)  having  successive  unexposed  frames, 
wherein  a  shutter  (40)  is  actuated  in  response 
to  manual  depression  of  a  shutter  release  (39) 
to  open  and  close  to  expose  a  film  frame 
positioned  in  alignment  with  said  shutter  and  a 
motorized  mechanism  (83)  is  actuated  after 
said  shutter  is  closed  to  re-set  the  shutter  for 
the  next  exposure  and  to  advance  the  filmstrip 
until  a  fresh  frame  is  positioned  in  alignment 
with  the  shutter,  characterized  by, 

sensing  means  (77)  for  sensing  that  a  film- 
strip  (F)  must  be  initialized  to  position  its  first 
frame  in  alignment  with  said  shutter  (40);  and 

control  means  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  operating  in 
response  to  manual  depression  of  said  shutter 
release  (39),  when  said  sensing  means  (77) 
senses  that  the  filmstrip  (F)  must  be  initialized, 
for  actuating  said  motorized  mechanism  (83)  to 
initialize  the  filmstrip,  but  preventing  said  shut- 
ter  (40)  from  being  actuated  in  response  to 
manual  depression  of  the  shutter  release  to 
thereby  avoid  the  need  for  the  motorized 
mechanism  to  have  to  re-set  the  shutter  during 
initialization  of  the  filmstrip  (F). 

2.  A  photographic  camera  according  to  claim  1, 
wherein  a  loading  chamber  (17)  is  adapted  to 
receive  a  film  cartridge  (C)  containing  a  film- 
strip  (F)  having  successive  unexposed  frames, 
further  characterized  in  that  cartridge  sensing 
means  (95)  senses  that  a  film  cartridge  is  in 
said  loading  chamber  and  said  control  means 
(97,  SWB,  SWF)  includes  a  cartridge  sensing 
related  element  (SWC)  which  requires  that  said 
cartridge  sensing  means  sense  that  a  film  car- 
tridge  is  in  the  loading  chamber  before  the 
control  means  can  actuate  said  motorized 
mechanism  (83)  to  initialize  the  filmstrip  and  to 
prevent  said  shutter  (40)  from  being  actuated. 

3.  A  photographic  camera  according  to  claim  2, 
wherein  a  take-up  spool  (33)  takes  up  the 
filmstrip  (F)  from  the  cartridge  (C),  further  char- 
acterized  in  that  said  sensing  means  (77) 

senses  that  said  take-up  spool  is  empty  and 
said  control  means  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  includes  a 
film  sensing  related  element  (SWF)  which  re- 
quires  that  the  sensing  means  sense  that  the 

5  take-up  spool  is  empty  before  the  control 
means  can  actuate  said  motorized  mechanism 
(83)  to  initialize  the  filmstrip  and  to  prevent 
said  shutter  (40)  from  being  actuated. 

w  Patentanspruche 

1.  Fotografische  Kamera  (3),  die  fur  die  Verwen- 
dung  mit  einem  aufeinanderfolgende  unbelich- 
tete  Bildfelder  aufweisenden  Filmstreifen  (F) 

is  vorgesehen  ist  und  in  der  ein  VerschluB  (40) 
durch  Niederdrucken  eines  VerschluBauslosers 
(39)  zum  Belichten  eines  ihm  gegenuber  aus- 
gerichteten  Bildfeldes  geoffnet  und  geschlos- 
sen  werden  kann,  wobei  nach  dem  SchlieBen 

20  des  Verschlusses  ein  Motorantrieb  (83)  beta- 
tigbar  ist,  der  den  VerschluB  fur  die  nachste 
Belichtung  spannt  und  den  Filmstreifen  weiter- 
transportiert,  bis  ein  weiteres  Bildfeld  gegen- 
uber  dem  VerschluB  ausgerichtet  ist,  gekenn- 

25  zeichnet  durch 
eine  Abtasteinrichtung  (77),  die  feststellt,  ob 
ein  Filmstreifen  (F)  in  die  Ausgangsposition  zu 
bringen  ist,  durch  die  sein  erstes  Bildfeld  ge- 
genuber  dem  VerschluB  (40)  ausgerichtet  wird, 

30  und 
Steuermittel  (97,  SWB,  SWF),  die  beim  Nieder- 
drucken  des  VerschluBauslosers  (39)  dann 
wirksam  werden,  wenn  die  Abtasteinrichtung 
(77)  feststellt,  daB  der  Filmstreifen  (F)  in  die 

35  Ausgangsposition  zu  bringen  ist,  und  den  Mo- 
torantrieb  (83)  betatigen,  der  die  Ausgangspo- 
sitionierung  des  Filmstreifens  bewirkt,  die  aber 
dabei  eine  Betatigung  des  Verschlusses  (40) 
beim  Niederdrucken  des  VerschluBauslosers 

40  verhindern  und  bewirken,  daB  der  Motorantrieb 
den  VerschluB  wahrend  der  Ausgangspositio- 
nierung  des  Filmstreifens  nicht  spannen  muB. 

2.  Fotografische  Kamera  nach  Anspruch  1  mit 
45  einer  Filmladekammer  (17)  fur  einen  Filmbe- 

halter  (C),  der  einen  Filmstreifen  (F)  mit  einer 
Reihe  unbelichteter  Bildfelder  enthalt,  dadurch 
gekennzeichnet,  daB  eine  Behalter-Abtastein- 
richtung  (95)  feststellt,  ob  sich  ein  Filmbehalter 

50  in  der  Filmladekammer  befindet,  und  daB  die 
Steuermittel  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  ein  mit  der  Behal- 
terabtastung  in  Beziehung  stehendes  Element 
(SWC)  enthalten,  das  nur  dann,  wenn  die 
Behalter-Abtasteinrichtung  feststellt,  daB  sich 

55  ein  Filmbehalter  in  der  Filmladekammer  befin- 
det,  zulaBt,  daB  die  Steuermittel  den  Motoran- 
trieb  (83)  betatigen,  urn  den  Filmstreifen  in 
seine  Ausgangsposition  zu  bringen  und  zu  ver- 
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hindern,  daB  der  VerschluB  (40)  betatigt  wird. 

3.  Fotografische  Kamera  nach  Anspruch  2  mit 
einer  Aufwickelspule  (33),  auf  der  der  in  dem 
Filmbehalter  (C)  befindliche  Filmstreifen  (F)  5 
aufgewickelt  wird,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
daB  die  Abtasteinrichtung  (77)  feststellt,  ob  die 
Aufwickelspule  leer  ist,  und  daB  die  Steuermit- 
tel  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  ein  mit  der  Filmabtastung 
in  Beziehung  stehendes  Element  (SWF)  enthal-  10 
ten,  das  nur  dann,  wenn  die  Abtasteinrichtung 
feststellt,  daB  die  Aufwickelspule  leer  ist,  zu- 
laBt,  daB  die  Steuermittel  den  Motorantrieb  (83) 
betatigen,  urn  den  Filmstreifen  in  die  Aus- 
gangsposition  zu  bringen  und  zu  verhindern,  is 
daB  der  VerschluB  (40)  betatigt  wird. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Appareil  photographique  (3)  pour  etre  utilise  20 
avec  un  film  en  bande  (F)  ayant  des  plages 
successives  non  exposees,  dans  lequel  un  ob- 
turateur  (40)  est  actionne  en  reponse  a  un 
enfoncement  manuel  d'une  touche  d'obturateur 
(39)  afin  d'ouvrir  et  fermer,  en  vue  de  I'exposi-  25 
tion  d'une  plage  de  film  positionnee  en  aligne- 
ment  avec  ledit  obturateur  ;  un  mecanisme 
motorise  actionne  apres  que  I'obturateur  ait  ete 
ferme  afin  de  rearmer  I'obturateur  pour  I'expo- 
sition  suivante  et  pour  avancer  le  film  jusqu'a  30 
ce  qu'une  plage  vierge  soit  positionnee  en 
alignement  avec  I'obturateur,  caracterise  en  ce 
qu'il  comprend  : 

des  moyens  de  detection  (77)  pour  detec- 
ter  qu'un  film  (F)  doit  etre  initialise  afin  de  35 
positionner  sa  premiere  plage  en  alignement 
avec  I'obturateur  (40)  ;  et 

des  moyens  de  commande  (97,  SWB, 
SWF)  fonctionnant  en  reponse  a  I'enfoncement 
manuel  de  la  touche  d'obturateur  (39),  lorsque  40 
les  moyens  de  detection  (77)  detectent  qu'un 
film  (F)  doit  etre  initialise  afin  d'actionner  le 
mecanisme  motorise  (83)  pour  initialiser  le  film 
mais  empecher  I'obturateur  (40)  d'etre  action- 
ne  en  reponse  a  I'enfoncement  manuel  de  la  45 
touche  d'obturateur  (39)  pour  ainsi  eviter  au 
mecanisme  motorise  d'avoir  a  rearmer  I'obtu- 
rateur  pendant  ('initialisation  du  film  (F). 

2.  Appareil  photographique  selon  la  revendication  so 
1,  dans  lequel  une  chambre  de  chargement 
(17)  est  adaptee  pour  recevoir  une  cartouche 
de  film  (C)  contenant  une  bande  de  film  (F) 
ayant  des  plages  successives  non  exposees, 
caracterise  en  plus  en  ce  que  des  moyens  de  55 
detection  d'une  cartouche  (95)  detectent 
qu'une  cartouche  de  film  est  dans  la  chambre 
de  chargement  et  en  ce  que  les  moyens  de 

commande  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  comprennent  un 
organe  lie  a  la  detection  de  la  cartouche  (SWC) 
qui  necessite  que  les  moyens  de  detection  de 
la  cartouche  detectent  une  cartouche  de  film 
dans  la  chambre  de  chargement  avant  que  les 
moyens  de  commande  puissent  activer  ledit 
mecanisme  motorise  (83)  pour  initialiser  le  film 
et  empecher  I'obturateur  (40)  d'etre  active. 

3.  Appareil  photographique  selon  la  revendication 
2,  dans  lequel  un  noyau  d'enroulement  (33) 
enroule  la  bande  (F)  provenant  de  la  cartouche 
(C),  caracterise  en  plus  en  ce  que  les  moyens 
de  detection  (77)  detectent  que  le  noyau  d'en- 
roulement  est  vide  et  en  ce  que  les  moyens 
de  commande  (97,  SWB,  SWF)  comprennent 
un  organe  (SWF)  lie  a  la  detection  du  film  qui 
necessite  que  les  moyens  de  detection  detec- 
tent  que  le  noyau  d'enroulement  est  vide  avant 
que  les  moyens  de  commande  puissent  acti- 
ver  le  mecanisme  motorise  (83)  pour  initialiser 
le  film  et  empecher  I'obturateur  (40)  d'etre 
active. 
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