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Thermo-activating  breaker. 

A  normally-closed  bimetal  switch  1  comprises  a 
pair  of  electrical  switch  contacts  (6,8),  a  bimetallic 
strip  (7),  which  carries  one  of  the  contacts  (6),  and  a 
transparent  glass  envelope  (2),  within  which  the  con- 
tacts  (6,8)  and  the  bimetallic  strip  (7)  are  hermeti- 
cally  sealed.  The  envelope  (2)  contains  a  gas,  such 
a  neon,  at  low  pressure.  The  composition  and  pres- 
sure  of  the  gas  are  so  chosen  that  on  opening  of  the 
contacts  (6,8)  a  gas  discharge  is  set  up  which  is 
visible  through  the  envelope  (2),  and  thus  acts  as  an 
alarm,  and  which  produces  sufficient  heat  to  prevent 
or  substantially  delay  the  re-closing  of  the  contacts 
(6,8). 
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