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@) Electronic control unit.

@ An electronic control unit has means for receiv- specified intervals, the alarm circuit will no longer be
ing an_external inhibit code signal (20), an internal prevenied from operating, and an alarm will be ac-
code generator (10), means for comparing (30) the tivated, or the alarm circuit can be used to disable
external inhibit code signal with a signal or signals the device, for example to disable the ignition of a
produced from the internal code generator, and motor vehicle.

means for inhibiting (40) the operation of an alarm
device which device will be activated if a correct
external inhibit code signal is not received periodi- ““:

T

cally by the control unit. A binary digital code word
O of 27 bits is described, of which the first 13 bits | oo %0
consist of a unique code, and the last 14 bits are w0’ N
@ synchronisation bits. This enables the external code g
signal to be synchronised with the internal code
signal. The electronic control unit has been devel-
oped for use as a security switch, enabling the 3 o | 2
external code generator to be provided either in the
form of a key or key-card which is placed in physical T2 L
contact with a lock controlied by the electronic con- 2
Q. trol unit, or in the form of a transmitter which trans- — rejected
LU mits the appropriate code signal to a receiver which
controls an alarm device, such that if the receiver
does not receive the correct inhibit code signal at
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