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Picture frame.

@ A picture frame for a poster (10) and the like is
provided which has an edge support (12) for the
edge of the poster. At least one fastening element
(46) is associated with the edge support for fastening
the respective poster edge thereto, the fastening
element is substantially C-shaped to overlay the C-
shaped member of said edge support and includes
means to engage therewith.
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PICTURE FRAME

The present invention relates generally to a
picture frame for framing pictures and, more par-
ticularly, it relates to such a picture frame for the
inexpensive framing of posters or prints and the
like so as to present an aesthetically pleasing and
yet very inexpensively framed picture.

A known picture frame comprises side mem-
bers which engage with and hold the side edges of
a picture and its protective coverings and elbow-
shaped cornerpieces which engage the adjacent
ends of adjacent side members to mask and con-
ceal these ends and perpendicularly align the side
members. The side members are formed of ex-
truded plastic so that the ends may be cut to the
length required for the picture to be framed and,
because of the concealment thereof by the corner-
pieces, little regard need be given to the accuracy
or exactness of the end cut of the side members.
Each cornerpiece is adapted to engage with and
clamp onto the adjacent ends of adjacent side
members by the exertion of a downward force ‘on
the cornerpiece in a direction perpendicular to the
plane of the picture so that inadvertent distortion or
misalignment of the picture frame and/or the parts
being framed does not occur. This picture frame,
although it is inexpensive and easy to assemble, is
primarily adapted for the framing of pictures which
include front and back protective coverings and
supports such as the picture glass and a semi-stiff
or rigid backing, respectively. Such protective
coverings for the picture, being relatively stiff and
unyielding, serve the purpose of maintaining the
picture in a flat or planar attitude. The frame in
such a case merely supports the various elements
constituting the picture, i.e. the picture and its
protective coverings, and holds the same together.

However, there is a certain class of pictures for
which the use of a picture glass or other franspar-
ent covering and a semi-rigid backing is too ex-
travagant in relation to the picture itself. Such pic-
tures are in the form of posters, which tend fo be
relatively large, and prints. Artistic decor utilizing
posters and large prints has come into vogue in
recent years. Where such poster-type pictures are
inexpensive, it is often times not worthwhile to
provide the same with a glass covering and a semi-
rigid backing together with a frame for the entire
assembly, since these various extra elements often
cost far in excess of the cost of the original poster
to be framed. Thus, on many occasions, one sees
attractive poster-like pictures which are tacked or
otherwise fastened to a wall for the purpose of
exhibiting the picture and maintaining it flat. Such
securement of a poster-like picture to a wall not
only causes damage fo the wall but very often
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tends to be unsightly in that tacks or tape or some
other objects are utilized in fastening the picture to
the wall.

There is described and illustrated in this speci-
fication a picture frame for poster-like pictures
which includes at least a top picture edge support,
a bottom picture edge support, and fastening ele-
ments which fasten the respective edge of the
poster-like picture to the top and bottom supports.
Each picture edge support includes a flat back
plate which extends substantially the length of the
edge of the picture being framed and a substan-
tially C-shaped portion or member one leg of which
is connected to the outer edge of the back plate
while the other leg extends downwardly toward the
flat back plate to define a gap between the termi-
nus thereof and the back plate. The picture edge
support is preferably formed of extruded plastic.
The fastening elements are also generally C-
shaped and resiliently engage around the generally
C-shaped member of the edge support with the
inside leg extending into the gap between the
terminus of the inside leg of the C-shaped member
and the flat back plate so as to press the edge of
the poster-like picture inserted into the gap against
the back plate of the edge support. The invention
also contemplates the provision of edge ‘supports
for each side edge of the poster-like picture
wherein the fastening elements are in the form of
elbow-shaped cornerpieces which engage the adja-
cent ends of adjacent edge supports so as to
secure or fasten the poster-like picture to the flat
back plates of the supports at the corners of the
picture.

In the drawings wherein similar reference char-
acters denote similar elements throughout the sev-
eral views:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an assembled
picture frame according to the present invention
framing a poster-like picture; .\

Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view in
detail of an edge support and fastening elements of
the picture frame of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view in
perspective of an edge support and fastening ele-
ment secured thereon;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of an assembled
picture frame having four edge supports with a
portion of the framed picture broken away;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a
portion of the picture frame of Fig. 4 as viewed
from the rear thereof;

Figs. 6 to 9 show additional constructions for
the picture frame of the present invention.
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Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view of another
embodiment of an edge support of the picture
frame together with a wall fastening device;

Fig. 11 is an expioded view of the embodi-
ment shown in Fig. 10; and

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the wall
fastening device of Fig. 10.

Now turning to the drawings, there is shown in
Fig. 1 a poster-like picture, designated 10, which is
generally formed of relatively thin paper materiai.
For the purpose of maintaining picture 10 flat so
that it may be hung from a wall or simiiar structure
without distortion, the upper edge and the lower
edge of picture 10 are provided with substantially
identical edge supports, designated 12, to which
fastening elements 14 are engaged for securing
picture 10 to the edge supports. A picture frame
hanging wire 16 may also be provided in connec-
tion with the upper edge support for the purpose of
hanging the picture.

As clearly seen in Fig. 2, edge support 12
includes a flat back plate 18 which extends for the
length of the edge support and which has extend-
ing upwardly from the plane defined by back plate
18 a substantially C-shaped member 20 having
legs 22 and 24. As clearly seen, outer leg 22 is
connected to the outer edge terminus of back plate
18 and inner leg 24 extends towards back plate 18
to define a gap 26 between the terminus of leg 24
and back plate 18. Gap 26 is sufficient to permit
the insertion therein of the edge of the poster-like
picture 10, as clearly seen in phantom in Fig. 3.
Fastening element 14 is shown as having a sub-
stantially C-shaped configuration which basically
conforms to the shape of member 20 of edge
support 12 but having an inside diameter slightly
smaller than the outside diameter of member 20 so
that a snap fit results when fastening element 14 is
engaged with member 20 because of the increased
tension therebetween. The depending legs 28 and
30 of fastening element 14 are provided at their
ends with engagement cams 32 and 34, respec-
tively. As clearly seen in Fig. 3, leg 28 of fastening
element 14 is slightly longer than leg 30 so that
engagement cam 32 engages the corner defined
by back plate 18 at its connection to outer leg 22
of C-shaped member 20 while engagement cam 34
engages the terminus 36 of leg 24 of C-shaped
member 20. The foot of engagement cam 34, des-
ignated 38, extends into gap 26 below terminus 36
of leg 24 to press or pinion the edge of picture 10
against back plate 18 of support 12, thus fastening
or securing picture 10 to edge support 12. As
clearly seen in Fig. 2, fastening element 14 may be
provided at one end thereof with a wall 40 so as to
present a closed end therefor. Both ends of fasten-
ing element 14 are bevelled at 42 so that when the
fastening elements are applied at the ends of edge
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supports 12, a very neat and aesthetic appearance
is presented, as clearly seen in Fig. 1. Preferably,
edge support 12 is formed of extruded plastic while
fastening element 14 is formed of injection molded
plastic.

In order to provide for picture frame hanging
wire 16, a cut-out 44 is provided at the exireme
outer end of engagement cam 32 of fastening
element 14. Picture frame wire 16 is in the form of
a continuous loop which passes through the cavity
of C-shaped member 20 and out the ends thereof.
The respective fastening elements 14 at the ends
of support 12 are displaced sufficiently along mem-
ber 20 to permit wire 16 to exit therefrom and hang
relatively straight because of cut-out 44.

As clearly seen in Fig. 4, it is also possible to
construct a frame for picture 10 which extends
entirely around the picture. Thus, four edge sup-
ports 12 are provided, one for each edge of picture
10, with the adjacent ends of adjacent edge sup-
ports 12 being interconnected by means of elbow-
shaped corner fastening elements 46. Each corner
fastening element 46 is consiructed and operates
in the same manner as fastening elements 14
described above. Thus, in erecting the frame for
picture 10, as shown in Fig. 4, each pair of adja-
cent edge supports 12 is positioned at the respec-
tive edges of picture 10 and the corner fastening
element 46 is aligned with the ends of the adjacent
edge supports and pushed downwardly to engage
therewith and fasten the edges of picture 10 to the
respective back plates 18. As seen in Fig. 5, the
lengths of edge supports 12 are adjusted so that a
corner space results at the back side of the picture
frame which permits wire 16 to pass therethrough.

In Figs. 6 to 9, modifications of the picture
fastening devices are shown. Thus, in Fig. 6, the
outer leg 28 of fastening element 14 is provided
with a hook 46 at the end thereof which engages
the corner bestween back plate 18 and leg 22 of
member 20. Leg 30 of fastening element 14 resil-
iently engages with leg 24 of the C-shaped portion
20 to be held thereon and the foot 38" extends into
and engages with recess 48 formed in back plate
18 so as to press the edge of picture 10 there-
between. In Fig. 7, a construction similar to that
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 is shown except that a hook
50 is provided at the end of leg 28 for engagement
with the bottom of back plate 18 rather than the
engagement cam 32 of Fig. 3. Also, bottom piate
18 is provided with an upwardly extending ramp 52
at its free edge which allows the poster-type pic-
ture 10 to drape thereover away from the wall when
it is hung.

In Fig. 8, it is seen that fastening element 14
and member 20 of edge support 12 are engaged
with each other by means of engagement ribs and
complementary sockets. Thus, leg 28 of fastening
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element 14 is provided with a longitudinal socket
54 into which rib 56 of leg 22 extends. Leg 30 of
fastening element 14 is provided with rib 58 which
extends into socket 60 of leg 24 of member 20. In
Fig. 8. legs 22 and 24 of member 20 are inwardly
curved to form depressions 62 and 64, respec-
tively. Legs 28 and 30 of fastening element 14 are
curved at 66 and 68, respectively, to complement
depressions 62 and 64 so that fastening element

14 engages with portion 20 of edge support 12ina -

snap fit. The foot 70 of leg 30 extends up to back
plate 18 so as to press against a picture there-
between.

Another embodiment of the picture frame ac-
cording to the present invention is shown in Figs.
10 to 12. In accordance with this embodiment, the
need for a picture frame hanging wire is eliminated.
As seen in Figs. 10 and 11, an edge support 112
similar o edge support 12 of Figs. 1 to 9 is
provided having a back plate 118 together with a
substantially C-shaped member 120 extending up-
wardly from the plane thereof. C-shaped member
120 has depending outer leg 122 and depending
inner leg 124 as well as a connecting flange 125
which is substantially parallel to legs 122 and 124
and which connects edge support 112 to the outer
edge terminus of back plate 118. Depending inner
leg 124 defines a gap, designated 126, between
the terminus thereof and back plate 118 into which
the edge of a poster-like picture is insertable and
which can then be fastened and secured by means
of fastening elements as above described in con-
nection with Figs. 1 to 9.

A wall fastening device, designated 172, fas-
tens edge support 112 to the wall. Wall fastening
device 172 is substantially an inverted T shape
wherein bottom flange 174 is fastened to the wall
by means of screws or other suitable means such
as adhesive. The vertical flange 176 of device 172
is provided with an expanded end 178 which is
received within elongated socket 180 of edge sup-
port 112, The aperture 182 of socket 180 is formed
with a narrowed resilient gap defined by facing
inward projections 184 and 186 located at the
terminus of outer leg 122 and the terminus of back
plate 118, respectively. The end 178 of flange 176
is received through the resilient gap defined be-
tween projections 184 and 186 and is thus en-
gaged by socket 180. The strength of outer de-
pending wall 122 of edge support 112 may be
enhanced by providing an interconnecting brace,
designated 188, between connecting flange 125
and wall 122.
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Claims

1. A frame for a poster and the like, compris-
ing: an edge support for an edge of said poster,
said edge support extending substantially the
length of the poster edge and including a back
plate extending the length thereof and a substan-
tially C-shaped member interconnected therewith
and extending from the plane defined by said back
plate having a first leg and a second leg, said
second leg extending toward said back plate to
define a gap between the terminus of said second
leg and said back plate for the purpose of receiving
the respective edge of said poster; and at least one
fastening element associated with said edge sup-
port for fastening said poster edge thereto, each
said fastening element having first and second legs
and being substantially C-shaped to overlay the C-
shaped member of said edge support including
means to engage therewith, the second leg of said
fastening element extends into the gap between
the second leg of said C-shaped member and said
back plate to press the poster edge against said
back plate to thereby fasten the same.

2. A frame as defined in claim 1, wherein the
engagement means for engaging said fastening
element to said C-shaped member of said edge
support comprises inwardly directed engagement
cams at the ends of said first and second legs of
said C-shaped fastening element, the engagement
cam of said first leg being adapted to engage the
terminus of the first leg of said C-shaped member,
and the engagement cam of said second leg of
said fastening element being adapted to engage
the terminus of said second leg of said C-shaped
member.

3. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
wherein at least two edge supports are provided,
one for the top edge of said poster and one for the
bottom edge.

4. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
wherein the first leg of the C-shaped member of
said edge support is connected to the outer edge
terminus of said back plate. s

5. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
wherein a flange is provided on said C-shaped
member of said edge support substantially parallel
to the first and second legs thereof and connected
to the outer edge terminus of said back plate.

6. A frame as defined in any of claims 2 to 5,
wherein a fastening element is provided at each
end of said edge support.

7. A frame as defined in claim 6, wherein the
outer end of said fastening element is provided
with a wall closing the end thereof.

8. A frame as defined in claim 7, wherein a cut-
out is provided in the engagement cam of the leg
of said fastening element which engages the corner
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between said back plate and said first leg of the C-
shaped member of said edge support, said cut-out
being adjacent to said end wall, and said frame
further including a picture hanging wire in the form

of a continuous loop passing through the cavity 5
defined by the C-shaped edge support and exiting

at the ends thereof at the cut-outs in said fastening
element.

9. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
which further comprises an edge support for each 10
side edge of said poster.

10. A frame as defined in claim 9, wherein the
fastening elements comprise elbow-shaped corner
fastening elements which engage with the ends of
adjacent edge supports and fasten the corners of 15
said poster to adjacent edge supports.

11. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
wherein the means for engaging the fastening ele-
ment to the edge support includes a longitudinal
socket and a longitudinal rib fitted therein asso- 20
ciated with each of said first and second legs of
said fastening element and said C-shaped member
of said edge support.

12. A frame as defined in any precading claim,
wherein the first and second legs of said C-shaped 25
member of said edge support include a longitudi-
nally extending concave depression and said first
and second legs of said fastening element include
complementary curvatures which engage therewith
to provide a resilient engagement between said 30
fastening element and said edge support.

13. A frame as defined in any preceding claim,
which further includes a wall fastening device hav-
ing an elongate member securable to a wall and an
elongate leg extending therefrom releasably en- 35
gageable with said support supporting the edge of
said poster, wherein an elongate socket is provided
in said edge support for receiving said elongate leg
of said wall fastening device, and wherein the ap-
erture of said elongate socket is formed with a 40
narrowed resilient gap defined between the termi-
nus of the first leg of the C-shaped member of said
edge support and the outer edge terminus of said
back plate.

14. A frame as defined in claim 13, wherein the 45
end of the leg of said wall fastening device is
expanded so that upon insertion into the elongated
socket of said edge support it is gripped by the
narrowed resilient gap of the aperture thereof.

15. A frame as defined in any preceding claim, 50
wherein the inside diameter of said C-shaped fas-
tening element is slightly smaller than the outside
diameter of the C-shaped member of said support.
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