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@  Explosive. 
(g)  The  use  of  insoluble  particulate  bentonite  for  thickening  or 
increasing  the  viscosity  of  emulsion  explosives  is  described. 
The  bentonite  (swellable  clay,  montmorillonite)  is  dispersed 
throughout  the  emulsion,  without  dissolving  in  either  phase  and 
without  causing  crystallisation,  by  admixture  of  the  powder  with 
the  prepared  emulsion  in  a  low  shear  blender.  The  resulting 
emulsions  have  increased  viscosity  and  rigidity  which  provide 
higher  gas  bubble  retention  and  hence  longer  shelf  life. 
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