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©  Tubular  cushioning  system  for  shoes. 

(jy  The  present  invention  utilizes  an  upper  (22)  and 
a  midsoie  (14)  which  is  disposed  in  a  conventional 
manner  below  the  upper  (22).  The  midsoie  includes 

!*)an  elastomeric  material  and  has  a  number  of 
^spaced-apart  horizontal  tubes  (28,  30)  extending  the 
jj  width  of  the  midsoie  (14)  which  are  encapsulated  in 
^fthe  elastomeric  material.  The  tubes  (28,  30)  are 
*f  hollow  and  lay  side  by  side  in  a  direction  either 
50  perpendicular  to  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  shoe 
3>(10),  parallel  to  the  axis,  or  in  any  other  direction 
Afunctional  for  foot  and  shoe  mechanics.  The 
O  elastomeric  material  has  a  hardness  less  than  the 
^   tubes  (28,  30)  and  fills  the  space  between  the  tubes 
3j(28,  30). 
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particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone 
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