EP 0 305 943 A3

Europdisches Patentamt

0’ European Patent Office

Offlce européen des brevets

®

@) Application number: 88114045.3

@) Date of filing: 29.08.88

0 305 943
A3

@ Publication number:

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Int. c1.+ C23F 1/26

@) Priority: 31.08.87 US 91225

‘Date of publication of application:
08.03.89 Bulletin 89/10

Designated Contracting States:
BEDEES FRGB IT SE

Date of deferred publication of the search report:
10.01.90 Bulletin 90/02

@) Applicant: WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC
CORPORATION

Westinghouse Building Gateway Center
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 15222(US)

Inventor: Panson, Armand Julian
305 Dixon Avenue
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 15216(US)

Representative: Gallo, Woifgang, Dipl.-Ing.
(FH) et al

Patentanwilte Holzer & Gallo Ludwigstrasse
26
D-8900 Augsburg(DE)

@ Etching process for zirconium metallic objects.

@ A process for determining the dissolved zirco-
nium content of a hydrofluoric acid - nitric acid
etching bath (7) for zirconium articles by determining
the rise in temperature of a volume of the bath (7)
upon immersion thersin of a known quantity of zirco-
nium metal (15), immersing a known quantity of
zirconium metal (15) into a portion of the bath (7).
measuring the rise in temperature over a predeter-
mined period of time of said portion (7), determining
the dissolved zirconium content of the bath (7) as a
function of the rise in temperature, and treating the
bath (7) dependent upon the dissolved zirconium
content so determined to be in the bath (7).
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