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Feeding  tobacco. 

©  In  accordance  with  the  present  process  and  de- 
vice  the  tobacco  contained  in  a  reservoir  is  selec- 
tively  and  pneumatically  carried  to  a  separator  (20) 
by  means  of  a  flow  of  air  inside  a  feeding  tube  (10). 
Within  the  air  separator  (20)  the  air  is  removed  from 
the  stream  of  particles  of  tobacco  which  continues  in 
a  direct  even  path  until  it  reaches  the  upper  open 
end  of  a  first  column  (30)  of  a  first  tobacco  metering 
and  opening  set  (40,  50,  60). 

The  metered  and  opened  tobacco  stream  is  then 
pneumatically  carried  and  injected  into  an  upward 
flow  of  air  in  a  vertical  duct  (100)  for  separation  of 

CO  the  stems  and  heavy  fragments.  The  upward  flow  of 
^a i r   containing  tobacco  leaf  particles  is  accelerated 
Qand  turned  downwards  then  being  decelerated  within 
^ a   closed  chamber  (150)  from  where  the  air  is  par- 
©tially  extracted  while  the  tobacco  leaf  particles  follow 
^   their  straight  downward  course,  reaching  the  lower 
©exit  mouthpiece  (151)  of  the  mentioned  closed 
^chamber  (150)  and  from  there  to  the  upper  open  end 
Oof  a  second  column  (70)  of  a  second  tobacco  meter- 
rt  in9  anc)  opening  set  (40a,  50a,  60)  with  its  exit 
^communicating  with  the  entrance  to  the  machine 

which  is  usually  one  for  manufacturing  cigarettes. 
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