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Apparatus  and  method  for  tracking  a  web. 

©  An  apparatus  and  method  for  automatically 
tracking  a  web  of  film  fed  through  a  packaging 
machine  is  provided.  The  apparatus  includes  a  pair 
of  photoelectric  sensors  (39,  41)  located  on  a  lateral 
side  of  the  apparatus  in  juxtaposition  to  a  first  side 
(40)  of  the  web  of  film.  A  pair  of  abutment  members 

<v)(43,  45)  for  abutting  a  side  of  the  web  of  film  are 
^also  provided.  The  abutment  members  are  located 

on  opposing  sides  of  the  web  of  film.  The  apparatus 
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i n  
<>4 includes  a  member  (59)  for  moving  the  abutment 
r—  members  in  a  first  lateral  direction  or  a  second 

p.  lateral  direction  to  cause  one  of  the  abutment  mem- 
Qbersto  contact  a  side  of  the  web  of  film.  A  control 
CO  circuit  for  actuating  the  member  is  provided.  The 

q   photoelectric  sensors  are  coupled  to  the  control  cir- 
cuit  and  cause  the  control  circuit  to  actuate  the 

Q-  member  for  moving  the  abutment  means  if  an  edge 
111 'of  the  first  side  of  the  web  of  film  does  not  pass 

between  the  pair  of  photoelectric  sensors. 
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