EP 0 312 954 A3

Europdisches Patentamt
0 European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

@ Publication number: 0 312 954
A3

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Application number: 88117232.4

@ Date of filing: 17.10.88

@ Int. 1.+ CO4B 14/20

@ Priority: 19.10.87 US 110169

Date of publication of application:
26.04.89 Bulletin 89/17

Designated Contracting States:
BE DE FR GB IT NL

Date of deferred publication of the search report:
18.10.89 Bulletin 89/42

@) Applicant: HERCULES INCORPORATED
Hercules Plaza

Wilmington Delaware 19894(US)

@ Inventor: Nelson, Lawrence Lee
5532 Doral Drive Fairway Falls
Wilmington Delaware 19808(US)

Representative: Lederer, Franz, Dr. et al
Van der Werth, Lederer & Riederer
Patentanwailte Lucile-Grahn-Strasse 22
D-8000 Miinchen 80(DE)

@) Process for exfoliation of vermiculite.

@ A process for producing an aqueous dispersion
of vermiculite ore particles is provided, which sub-
stantially eliminates the non-desirable gel formation
that can occur after organo-cation exchange and
during the washing of the ore pariicles to promote
swelling, by including an electrolyte in solution that
maintains the ionic strength of the washing suspen-
sion at least .003 molar.
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