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Shelf bracket with protecting cover.

@ Sheif bracket comprising two mutually square
legs (3.4) and an L-shaped protecting cover (2)
which is positioned over said legs (3.4), said cover
being made of plastic and being substantially U-
shaped in cross-section, the mutually opposing inner
sides (14) of said cover being provided with projec-
tions (15) there where these inner sides (14) are
present at the corner (13) outside the curved part (7)
of the shelf bracket (1), said projections (15) snap-
ping over said curved part (7) while the legs (11) of
the cover (2) are resiliently deflecting when mounting
the cover (2).
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Shelf bracket with protecting cover.

The invention relates to a shell bracket com-
prising fwo mutually square legs provided with
openings for applying mounting screws thereth-
rough. said shell bracket being formed of a strip of
sheet metal. shaped in such a way that the legs
merge nio each other with a curved part.

Such shelf brackets are used at a large scale
but have the disadvantage that the appearance
thereof does not meet high demands. In the first
piace the legs and in particular the joining corner
il have o be stiffened, unless the sheet strip is
made of a thick material. This is not possible,
however. for economic reasons. On the other hand
the heads of the mounting screws always remain in
sight.

In connection therewith such shelf brackets will
not be applied at those locations where specific
asthetic demands will have to be met.

The invention has as an object to remove this
disadvantage in a simple and economic manner
and provides to that end that an L-shaped protect-
ing cover is positioned over the legs, said cover in
particular being made of plastic and being substan-
tially U-shaped in cross-section, the mutually op-
posing mner sides of said cover being provided
with projections there where these inner sides are
present at the corner outside the curved part of the
sheset stnp when the cover is mounted on the shelf
bracket. said projections snapping over the curved
part of the sheet sirip while the legs of the cover
are resiliently deflecting when mounting the cover,
to keep the cover in its place afterwards.

Accordingly mounting of such a cover does not
require special tools and may take place in a
particuiarty short time without any technical under-
standing being required.

Preferably the sides of the projections facing
the shelf bracket after said cover is mounted on the
sheif bracket, will be substantially in line with each
other. This means that they keep the cover firmly
in its place on the sheif bracket. Nonetheless re-
moval of the cover is possible in a fairly simple
manner by pulling away the end of one of the legs
of the cover from the shelf bracket. A deformation
of the cover will then take place and especially of
that part where the legs of the cover join each
other, in such a way that the projections positioned
at the inner sides of the cover will move away from
each other. In that way the cover is released from
the shelf bracket.

According to a further elaboration of the inven-
tion 1t is provided, that in the interior of the cover
supports are provided, which cooperate with parts
of the shelf bracket to keep the cover in its proper
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position with respect to the shelf bracket.

in that way it is not oniy achieved that the
cover is clamped onto the shelf bracket in the
proper position after mounting of the shelf bracket.
but the cover may also be mounted in the proper
position on the bracket prior to mounting the shelf
bracket so that the assembly may be shipped as a
unit and be marketed as such.

In that case the supports in particular will be
formed by two spaced apart sirips, standing at
right angles to the support plane of the cover and
cooperating with a projecting part of the sheet strip.
of which the shelf bracket is made.

The invention will now be further elucidated
with reference to an embodiment, shown in the
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a cross-section of an assembly
of a shelf bracket and a cover according to the
invention over the ceniral longitudinal plane of the
legs to wit aiong the line I-| of Fig. 2

Fig. 2 shows a rear view of the assembly of

Fig. 1;

Fig. 3, 4 and 5t show cross-sections along
the lines llI-ll, IV-IV and V-V respectively of Fig. 1:
and

Fig. 6 shows a cross-section along the lines
VI-Viin Fig. 1 and Fig. 4.

The assembly shown in the drawing consists of
the shelf bracket 1 and the cover 2. The shelf
bracket 1 comprises the legs 3 and 4 which are
obtained by bending a strip of sheet metai 5.
provided with the projecting part 6 to provide the
legs 3 and 4 with adequate stiffness. The strip of
sheet metal 5 comprises the curved part 7 forming
the transition between the legs 3 and 4.

In the legs 3 and 4 the openings 8 are present
for passing screws - not shown - therethrough with
which the shelf bracket is mounted.

After mounting the L-shaped cover 2 18 posi-
tioned onto the shelf brackst the legs 9 and 10 of it
being slightly longer than the legs 3 and 4 respec-
tively of the shelf bracket 1.

As especially appears from Figs. 1 and 5, the
cover 2 is semi-circular in cross-section and the
ends of the legs 11 are present in the support
plane 12. As especially appears from Fig 1 the
support plane 12 will come to rest against the
surfaces against which the shelf bracket 1 is rest-
ing as well. At the location where the legs 9 and 10
are joining each other they thus have a corner part
13, located outside the curved part 7 of the shest
strip 5.

As particularly appears from Fig. 3 projections
15 are provided on the inner sides 14 of the legs
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11, which will snap over the curved part 7 when
mounting the cover 2 onto the shelf bracket 1 and
will be held on the shelf bracket by means of the
sides 16.

When, however, the cover 2 has to be removed
from the shelf bracket 1 either the end of one of
the legs 9 or 10 or the ends of both legs can be
grasped and be pulled in the direction of the other
leg. By this a deformation of the cover will occur to
such an extent, that the legs 11 will be moved
apart in the direction of the arrows P in Fig. 3. The
cover 2 may then be removed easily from the shelf
bracket 1.

The supports 17 are taking care for a proper
centering of the cover 2 onto the shelf bracket 1,
said supports in particular being shown in Figs. 4
and 6. The supports 17 comprise in particular two
spaced apart strips 18 which, with a view to their
strength, may be interconnected over a specific
part of their length, as this in particular appears
from Fig. 4. The strips 18 are joining the projecting
part 6 of the sheet strip 5, so that in the mounted
condition of the cover 2 the latter will always oc¢-
cupy the proper position with respect to the shelf
bracket 1.

For further centering and stiffening of the cover
2 supports 19 may still be provided, as this ap-
pears especially from Figs. 5 and 6. The strips 19
may extend to the wall 20, which closes the end of
the leg 9 or 10 outwardly.

It will be obvious that the cross-section of the
cover 2 may have another shape as well, such as
for example a more rectangular, elliptical shape or
the like. Many other modifications can be made as
well without departing from the inventive concept.

Claims

1. Shelf bracket comprising two mutually
square legs (3,4) provided with openings (8) for
applying mounting screws therethrough, said shelf
bracket being formed of a strip of sheet metal (5),
shaped in such a way that the legs (3.4) merge into
each other with curved part (7),
characterized in
that an L-shaped protecting cover (2) is positioned
over the legs (3,4), said cover in particular being
made of plastic and being substantially U-shaped
in cross-section, the mutually oppesing inner sides
{14) of said cover bsing provided with projections
(15) there where these inner sides (14) are present
at the corner (13) outside the curved part (7) of the
sheet strip (5) when the cover (2) is mounted on
the shelf bracket (1), said projections (15) snapping
over the curved part (7) of the sheet strip (5) while
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the legs (11) of the cover (2) are resiliently deflect-
ing when mounting the cover (2), to keep the cover
{2) in its place afterwards.

2. Protecting cover according to claim 1,
characterized in
that the sides (16) of the projections (15) facing the
shelf bracket (1) after said cover (2) is mounted on
the shelf bracket (1) will be substantially in line with
each other.

3. A cover according to claim 1 or 2,
characterized in
that in the interior of the cover (2) supports (17,19)
are provided, which cooperate with parts (6) on the
shelf bracket (1) to keep the cover (2) in its proper
position with respect to the shelf bracket (1).

4. A cover according to claim 3,
characterized in
that the supports (17) are formed by itwo strips
(18), standing at right angles to the support plane
(12) of the cover (2) and cooperating with a projec-
ting part (6) of the sheet strip (5) from which the
shelf bracket (1) is made.

5. A cover and assembly of shelf bracket and
cover as described andior shown in the drawing.



EP 0 317 027 A1

G 2

-

FIGC. 5

1G4

VELP.

BAZO-STAALBEHEER B.V.,



1)

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P0401)

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 88 20 2568

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int. CL.4)

X US-A-3 606 229 (WALL) 1,5

* Column 5, lines 7-23; figures 23-25 * A 47 B 96/06
Y 3
Y GB-A-2 118 825 (ADAMS) 3

* Page 1, lines 74-81; figure 1 *

TECHNICAL FIELDS

SEARCHED (Int. CL4)

A47 B
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
THE HAGUE 16-12-1988 SCHMITTER BERNARD
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A : technological background
O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document -




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

