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@  Heavy  oil  cracking  process. 

@  Process  for  the  conversion  of  a  heavy  oil  fraction 
into  lighter  fractions,  comprising  passing  a  heavy  oil 
fraction,  having  a  low  content  of  asphaltenic  constitu- 
ents  together  with  a  hydrogen  containing  gas  stream 
through  a  reaction  zone  containing  a  non-acidic, 
hydrogen  activating  catalyst  at  a  temperature  of  400- 
550  'C  and  a  hydrogen  partial  pressure  of  10-60 
bar. 
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