™
<

N
N

F
™

Q
Q.
(17]

Europadisches Patentamt

0 European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

@ Publication number: 0 318 229

A3

®@ EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Application number: 88310998.5

@) Date of filing: 21.11.88

& Int. c1.5: GO7D 5/06, GO7F 3/02

@) Priority: 24.11.87 GB 8727526

Date of publication of application:
31.05.89 Bulletin 89/22

Designated Contracting States:
BE DE ES FR GRIT LU NL SE

Date of deferred publication of the search report:
08.08.90 Bulletin 90/32

() Applicant: GEC PLESSEY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED
New Century Park P.O. Box 53
Coventry, CV3 1HJ(GB)

Invenior: Whatmore, Roger William

21, Tweed Drive

Bletchley Nottinghamshire MK3 7QR(GB)
Inventor: Osbond, Paul Christopher

3, Lawson Crescent

Great Billing Northampton NN3 4NS(GB)
Inventor: Chitty, Clive Lewis

Honeycombe Street Watling Street
Weedon Northants NN7 4SB(GB)

Representative: Pritchard, Evan
Intellectual Property Department The
Plessey Company pic Vicarage Lane
lIiford Essex IG1 4AQ(GB)

@) Coin validation apparatus.

@ Coin validation apparatus comprising a coin
chute 2 arranged for directing a coin 1 entering the
apparatus such that the coin will be brought into
contact with a hard striking surface 3, a microphone
4 positioned to detect acoustic vibrations of the coin
1 after striking said surface, an electronic circuit
capable of comparing data from said coin with
stored data representative of a set of standard coins
and indicating which value of coin corresponds to
that having entered said apparatus, in which the part
of the apparatus before the electronic circuit in-
cludes a coin detector arranged to actuate said
circuit at a time when a coin 1 has been detected as
entering the apparatus. The detector may be the
microphone 4.
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