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@  Erythromycin  derivatives. 

(g)  9-N,11-0-methylene  derivatives  of  erythromycin-9-imine 
(wherein  the  methylene  group  is  optionally  substituted)  of  the 
general  formula  IA  or  IB: 

or  a  pharmaceutical̂   acceptable  ester  or  acid  addition  salt 
thereof, 
wherein 
R1  denotes  hydrogen,  an  unsubstituted  or  substituted  hydro- 
carbon  group,  a  heterocyclyl  group,  or  an  acyl  group; 
R3  denotes  hydrogen  or  hydroxy; 
R6  denotes  hydrogen  or  methyl; 
one  of  R7  and  R8  denotes  hydrogen,  hydroxy,  alkoxy,alkanoy- 
loxy,  amino,  substituted  amino,  or  a  group  of  the  formula 
R9-S02-0-,  and  the  other  of  R7  and  R8  denotes  hydrogen,  or 
R7  and  R8  together  denote  an  oxo  group,  an  oxime  group,  or  a 
substituted  oxime  group;  and 
R9  denotes  an  organic  group, 
possess  improved  acid  stability,  compared  with  erythromycin  A, 
whilst  retaining  good  antibacterial  activity. 
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