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improvements  in  air  compressors. 
§)  The  improvements  concern  essentially: 
-  the  presence  of  a  valve-plate  (9)  through  which  ventilation 
Dhannels  (16)  pass, 
-  the  use  of  a  cooling  fan  (17)  which  is  driven  by  the  shaft  (5)  of 
the  compressof  and  can  induce  a  forced  flow  of  air  through  the 
channels  (1  6), 
-  the  provision  of  a  lubricating-oil  filler  duct  (36)  separate  from 
the  oil-vapour  discharge  duct  (32  to  35)  which  passes  through 
one  of  the  bearings  (32)  of  the  shaft, 
-  the  use  of  a  generally  tank-shaped  lower  portion  of  the  casing 
(25),  • 
■  the  use  of  pistons  (3)  with  sealing  rings  (48)  mounted  on  a 
head  portion  (42)  which  can  easily  be  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  piston  (40)  so  that  the  rings  (48)  can  be  replaced  without 
the  need  completely  to  dismantle  the  piston  (3)  and  the 
members  (4,  5)  associated  therewith,  and 
-  the  provision  of  annular  cavities  (39)  in  the  walls  of  the 
cylinders  (3)  which  act  as  sumps  for  the  collection  and  recovery of  the  lubricating  oil. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  moie  than  ten  claims. 

All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eu 
drawn  uo  for  all  elaims. 
ftii  claims  iees  nave  oeen  paia  wnnin  tne  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

□  

□  

only  part  ot  tne  claims  tees  nave  Oeen  paid  within  the  prescribed  fme  Hmit.  The  present  European  search 
report  nas  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  these  claims  for  whicn  claims  fees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

A LACK  Or  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

i  ne  oeargn  umsion  gonsiaers  mat  ine  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  witn  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
lamely: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 , 6 :   A i r   c o m p r e s s o r   w i t h   t h r o u g h - a p e r t u r e s   i n  
t h e   s u p p o r t  

2.  C l a i m s   2 - 5 :   K i n e m a t i c   c o u p l i n g   b e t w e e n   d r i v e s h a f t   a n d  
p u m p i n g   e l e m e n t  

3.  C l a i m s   7 , 8 , 1 6 :   T a n k - s h a p e d   c a s i n g  

4.  C l a i m s   9 , 1 0 :   D u c t s   f o r   f i l l i n g   t h e   c a s i n g   w i t h   l u b r i c a n t  
and  d i s c h a r g i n g   t h e   l u b r i c a n t   f u m e s  

5.  C l a i m s   1 1 - 1 5 :   P i s t o n   in   two  p o r t i o n s   r e l e a s a b l y   i n t e r -  
c o n n e c t e d  

□  —  -j  aii  turtner  searcn  tees  nave  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Jĵ j  Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims:  1 , 6 - 8 , 1 6   (  See  p o i n t s   1  and  3 )  

|  |  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  applieatton  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentipned  in  the  claims, 

iameiy  claims: 
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