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(&) Printing apparatus.

@ A printing apparatus comprising: a pair of ink
rolls (1, 17) defining a nip (2) therebetween; a pair of
dams (3, 3') provided in the nip and movable in the
direction of the axes of the ink rolls; an ink supplying
device having an ink pump (11) for supplying an ink
(18) to the segment of said nip located between the
dams; an ink recovery device for recovering excess
quantities of the ink supplied to said nip; a washing
liquid supplying device for supplying a washing lig-
uid (22) to said ink supplying device and to said ink
recovering device via said nip; and a lubricant sup-
plying device for supplying a lubricating liquid (8) to

I the segments of said nip located outside said dams.
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In printing, the segment of the nip of the ink rolls (1,

17) between the dams (3, 3) is lubricated with the
ink film and the segments of the nip of the ink rolls
(1, 7) outside the dams are Iubricated with the
lubricating liquid. The ink or washing liquid remain-
ing in the nip or in the ink circulation path can be
forcibly and rapidly recovered and therefore the pro-
ductive efficiency can be improved. Further, since
the ink in the circulation path can be forcibly recov-
ered, the ink will not be present in the ink circulation
path when the next order ink is to be circulated in
the path, and therefore the problem of the degrada-
tion of printing quality due to mixing of one ink and
the next order ink in the circulation path can be
avoided.
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