
J  
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 
0  3 3 9   8 5 0   A 3  ©  Publication  number: 

©  E U R O P E A N   PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  89303795.2 

©  Date  of  filing:  17.04.89 

©  int.  ci.5  -G01J  3/46,  G01N  21 /25 ,  
G01N  2 1 / 4 7  

©  Priority:  29.04.88  US  187857  7801  Gull  Court 
Indianapolis  Indiana  46256(US) 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Inventor:  Sierra,  George  Harold 
02.11.89  Bulletin  89/44  8365  Cedar  Key  Drive 

Indianapolis  Indiana  46256(US) 
®  Designated  Contracting  States:  Inventor:  Summers,  Robert  Bruce 

AT  BE  CH  DE  ES  FR  GB  GR  IT  U  LU  NL  SE  6136  Drawbrjdge  Lane 
^   _  _  .  ,  . . . . .   ,  .  ,  Indianapolis  Indiana  46250(US) (£)  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  the  search  report: 

27.03.91  Bulletin  91/13  lnventor:  Watlin9ton-  Thomas  Mor9an 
8040  Flatrock  Court 
Indianapolis  Indiana  46256(US) 

©  Applicant:  BOEHRINGER  MANNHEIM 
CORPORATION 
P.O.  Box  50  100  ,  9115  Hague  Road  ©  Representative:  Allen,  William  Guy  Fairfax  et 
Indianapolis  Indiana  46250(US)  a> 

J.A.  KEMP  &  CO.  14  South  Square  Gray's  Inn 
©  Inventor:  Herpichboehm,  Bernd  Georg  London  WC1R  5EU(GB) 

©  Color  test  meter. 

©  A  colorimeter  for  converting  a  color  output  to  an 
electrical  signal,  comprising  a  color  chart  (46)  for 
comparing  with  a  color  (52,  54)  which  is  to  be 
converted,  means  (110)  for  generating  an  electrical 
signal  which  corresponds  to  a  favorable  comparison 
of  the  color  to  the  color  chart,  and  means  (14)  for 
locating  the  colors  of  the  chart  with  respect  to  the 
means  for  generating  an  electrical  signal  so  that  the 
means  for  generating  an  electrical  signal  is  conven- 
tiently  located  to  be  actuated  when  the  color  which 

is  to  be  converted  approximates  a  color  on  the  chart, 
the  means  for  generating  an  electrical  signal  com- 
prising  a  plurality  of  switches  (96-102),  each  having 
two  states,  means  (112)  responsive  to  the  states  of 
the  switches  for  providing  the  electrical  signal  which 
corresponds  to  a  favorable  comparison  of  the  color 
to  the  color  chart,  and  means  for  coupling  the  elec- 
trical  switches  to  the  means  for  combining  the  states 
of  the  switches. 
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