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©  Scroll  compressor. 

©  A  scroll-type  hermetic  compressor  is  disclosed 
including  a  hermetically  sealed  housing  (12),  fixed 
and  orbiting  scroll  members  (48,  50),  a  stationary 
frame  member  (52)  including  a  thrust  surface  (55) 
adjacent  the  orbiting  scroll  member  bottom  surface 
(51),  and  a  crankshaft  (32)  drivingly  coupled  to  the 
orbiting  scroll  member.  A  seal  (158)  extends  from  a 
fixed  location  on  the  orbiting  scroll  member  bottom 
surface  toward  the  thrust  surface  and  slidingly  seals 
thereagainst,  whereby  fixed  radially  inner  and  outer 

CO  portions  (154,  156)  of  the  scroll  member  are  defined 
^   which  are  exposed  to  discharge  and  suction  pres- 
^sures   (110,  98)  for  axial  compliance.  The  seal  con- 
Osists  of  an  annular  groove  (152)  on  the  orbiting  scroll 
^member   bottom  surface  in  which  an  annular  seal 
OQ  element  (158)  is  unattachedly  retained.  The  groove 
^t"may  be  supplied  with  pressurized  oil  to  aid  in  seal- 

'ing  with  the  seal  element  or,  alternatively,  to  provide 
la  hydrostatic  seal  without  a  seal  element. 
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