Europdisches Patentamt
0 European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

®@ EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@) Application number: 89730183.4

@) Date of filing: 08.08.89

(D) Publication number:

@) Int. o5 F16D 3/78

0 354 868
A3

@) Priority: 11.08.88 US 231067

Date of publication of application:
14.02.90 Bulletin 90/07

Designated Contracting States:
DEFR GB IT NL

Date of deferred publication of the search report:
26.09.90 Bulletin 90/39

@) Applicant: ADDAX, INC.

2135 Cornhusker Highway P.O. Box 81467
Lincoln Nebraska 68501(US)

@ Inventor: Keester, Louis Jackson
2400 West Ridgewood Bivd.
Lincoin Nebraska 68523(US)

Representative: UEXKULL & STOLBERG
Patentanwilte
Beselerstrasse 4

D-2000 Hamburg 52(DE)

@ Rotary coupling technique.

@ To couple a driving shaft (32, 18) of a machine
to a driven shaft (34, 22), a coupling assembly is
mounted to said driving and driven shafts and in-
cludes a flexible coupling element (30). The flexible
coupling element (30) includes a plurality of first
fastener means (50A,50C) adapted to be connected
to the driving shaft (32,18) and a plurality of second
fastener means (50B,50D) adapted to be connected
to the driven shaft (34,22). A plurality of fibers (56)
connects different ones of said first fastener means
to different ones of said second fastening means so
that said first fastener means applies force to said
second fastener means to transmit torque. The fila-
ments or fibers are looped around said fastening
means and the coupling element has a thickness in
M the range of 1 percent to 10 percent of its diameter.
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