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@) Electrical connector having anti-overstress latch.

@ The connector housing (12) has a latch structure
(30) releasably engageable with corresponding struc-
ture (28) on a mateable electrical connector housing
(22). The latch structure (30) resiliently and deflec-
tably extends from a base (34) moulded unitarily
with the housing (12). Ribs (46,48) (see Fig. 2)
gnextend from the surface (32) of the housing (12)
<adjacent the deflectable end of the latch structure
(30) to prevent the entry of cables or the like into the
L) Sbace between the latch structure (30) and the hous-
w=ing (12) thus entangling and "fishhooking" the ca-
bles. The ribs (46,48) for preventing such fishhook-
L ing have arms (52,54) engageable with the latch
) structure (30) to prevent overstressing of the latch
structure by bending in a direction away from the
surface (32). Side walls (160,162) (see Fig. 5) dis-
posed in spaced relationship to the latch structure
I""'(30) may further prevent overstressing of the latch
structure (30) by side way deflection and also fish-

hooking of adjacent cables. In a still further embodi-
ment the latch structure (30) is in the form of a
deflectable beam (210) (see Fig. 8) having both ends
fixed, the beam being formed integrally with anti-
fishhooking ribs (226,228) at its end remote from its
base (214).
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