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©  Paving. 

©  Paving  slabs  (10)  are  square  with  a  square  cor- 
ner  rebate  (12)  so  that  an  opposite  corner  of  each 
slab  fits  into  the  rebate  of  another  slab  to  provide  an 
overlapping  slab  arrangement.  Irregular  false  grout 
lines  (14)  on  each  slab  enable  an  apparently  irregu- 
lar  paving  pattern  to  be  formed. 
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Paving 

This  invention  concerns  paving  and,  in  particu- 
lar,  simulation  of  stone  paving. 

Paving  made  up  of  stone  slabs  was  common 
until  the  introduction  of  concrete  slabs.  However, 
the  regularity  of  concrete  slab  paving  has  lead  to  a 
desire  to  return  to  the  irregular  but  appealing  ap- 
pearance  of  stone  slab  paving.  To  that  end  regular 
concrete  slab  are  moulded  with  false  grout  lines  to 
give  an  appearance  of  irregularity.  Unfortunately 
due  to  mass  production  techniques  a  single  pattern 
is  usually  used  for  the  grout  lines,  so  that  although 
a  single  slab  may  have  its  own  irregularity,  it  soon 
becomes  apparent  when  a  surface  is  paved  with 
such  slabs  that  there  is  still  some  regularity  at  least 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  slabs  themselves. 

An  object  of  this  invention  is  to  provide  a 
paving  slab  which  when  laid  on  a  surface  in  a 
paving  arrangement  provides  an  appearance  of  ir- 
regularity  to  the  paving  pattern. 

Another  aspect  of  this  invention  is  to  provide  a 
paving  arrangement  simulating  stone  slab  paving 
but  using  mainly  paving  slabs  substantially  of  iden- 
tical  perimetral  shape  and  size. 

According  to  this  invention  there  is  provided  a 
paving  slab,  preferably  of  concrete,  that  is  regular 
in  perimetral  shape  except  for  one  corner  which  is 
rebated  to  provide  a  location  for  a  corner  of  an- 
other  said  paving  slab. 

The  preferred  paving  slabs  of  the  invention  will 
be  rectangular,  especially  square,  and  said  rebating 
will  give  a  slab  having  a  rectangular,  preferably 
square,  corner  piece  missing.  Typically,  for  a 
square  paving  slab  the  missing  corner  will  repre- 
sent  approximately  one  sixteenth  of  the  notional 
overall  area  of  the  slab.  It  may,  of  course,  be  useful 
for  some  applications  for  the  area  of  the  missing 
corner  to  be  larger  or  smaller  than  one  sixteenth  of 
the  notional  overall  area  of  the  slab. 

The  paving  slabs  of  the  invention  will  usually 
have  false  grout  lines  formed  on  an  intended  upper 
surface  of  the  slab.  Such  grout  lines  will  preferably 
form  an  irregular  pattern  on  the  slabs.  It  is  envis- 
aged  that  a  variety  of  patterned  slabs  may  be 
produced  in  order  to  increase  surface  pattern  irreg- 
ularity  of  a  paved  area  using  paving  slabs  of  the 
invention. 

The  paving  slabs  of  the  invention  are  prefer- 
ably  moulded  from  concrete  in  a  conventional  man- 
ner.  Preferably  two  different  concrete  compositions 
will  be  used,  one  having  a  relatively  rough  texture 
to  provide  a  backing  for  the  slabs  and  the  other 
having  a  relatively  fine  texture  to  provide  a  surface 
for  the  slabs.  Typically  the  backing  will  contribute 
to  50  to  90,  preferably  75  to  85,  especially  about 
80%  of  the  thickness  of  the  slabs  and  the  surface 

will  contribute  to  10  to  50,  preferably  15  to  25, 
especially  about  20%  of  the  thickness  of  the  slabs. 
The  surface  layer  may  be  treated  to  give  a  natural 
stone  appearance,  such  as  by  shot  blasting. 

5  The  invention  further  provides  a  paving  ar- 
rangement  comprising  paving  slabs  of  the  invention 
preferably  laid  edge  to  edge  with  the  rebated  cor- 
ner  of  one  slab  being  entered  by  the  diagonally 
opposing  corner  of  another  said  slab  to  provide  an 

io  overlapping  arrangement.  Thus,  there  will  be  no 
continuous  straight  lines  running  through  the  pav- 
ing  arrangement  in  any  direction.  Furthermore,  the 
use  of  slabs  of  differently  patterned  surfaces  for 
the  paving  arrangement  of  the  invention  can  add  to 

75  the  surface  pattern  irregularity  and  hence  enhance 
eye  appeal. 

The  preferred  paving  arrangement  of  the  inven- 
tion,  will,  of  course,  produce  a  paving  perimeter 
which  is  not  straight  but  rather  stepped  and  to  a 

20  different  extent  from  row  to  row  of  the  slabs.  Thus, 
to  complete  a  paving  arrangement  to  give  it 
straight  edges  may  require  specially  produced 
finishing  slabs.  Alternatively  and  preferably  by  suit- 
able  positioning  of  the  false  grout  lines  in  relation 

25  to  the  size  of  the  corner  rebate,  slabs  may  be 
provided  that  can  be  split  along  said  false  grout 
lines  to  provide  slab  pieces  that  fit  at  edges  of  a 
paving  arrangement  made  from  whole  slabs  to  fill 
edge  spaces  to  provide  a  continuous  straight  edge 

30  for  the  paving  arrangement. 
The  invention  will  now  be  further  described,  by 

way  of  example  only,  with  reference  to  the  accom- 
panying  drawings,  in  which:- 

Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  paving 
35  slab; 

Figure  2  is  a  plan  view  of  a  paving  arrange- 
ment; 

and 
Figures  3A  to  D  are  plan  views  of  paving 

40  slabs  showing  different  false  grout  line  patterns. 
Referring  to  the  accompanying  drawings,  a 

paving  slab  10  moulded  in  concrete  having  a  sur- 
face  layer  of  relatively  fine  concrete  (20%  of  thick- 
ness)  and  a  backing  layer  of  relatively  coarse  con- 

45  crete  (80%  thickness).  A  multi-tone  natural  effect  is 
produced  on  the  surface  of  the  slab  by  the  use  of 
different  coloured  concretes  incompletely  mixed 
and  a  natural  looking  random  textured  surface  is 
produced  by  means  of  shot  blasting.  The  paving 

so  slab  is  generally  square  but  with  a  square  section 
measuring  from  one  corner  12  of  the  slab  The 
missing  section  is  approximately  one  sixteenth  of 
the  total  notional  area  of  the  slab. 

The  paving  slabs  10  are  usually  moulded  with 
.  false  grout  lines  14  (see  Figures  3A  to  D,  in  par- 
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ticular)  and  a  typical  paving  arrangement  (see  Fig- 
ure  2)  will  utilise  several  differently  patterned  slabs. 
The  slabs  are  laid  in  an  overlapping  arrangement 
with  the  rebated  corner  of  one  slab  fitting  around 
the  diagonally  opposing  corner  of  another  slab. 
That  leaves  a  stepped  edge  arrangement  but  by 
providing  slabs  with  suitably  positioned  tube  grout 
liens  relative  to  the  size  of  the  rebate,  other  slabs 
may  be  split  along  suitable  grout  lines  to  provide 
two  or  more  slab  pieces  that  can  be  used  to  fill  in 
at  edges  of  the  paving  arrangement  to  provide  a 
continuously  straight  edge,  see,  for  example,  edge 
pieces  16  and  17  which  were  split  from  a  slab  of 
Figure  3C  type  or  edge  pieces  18  and  19  split  from 
a  Figure  3B  type  slab.  Thus,  as  can  be  seen  from 
Figure  2  it  is  possible  to  provide  a  paving  arrange- 
ment  having  a  stone  slab  appearance  with  no  read- 
ily  visible  regular  surface  pattern  and  without  hav- 
ing  to  waste  possibly  any  paving  slabs  to  fill  in  at 
paving  edges. 

Claims 

1.  A  paving  slab  that  is  regular  in  perimetral 
shape  except  for  one  corner  that  is  rebated  to 
provide  a  location  for  a  corner  of  another  said 
paving  slab. 

2.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  1  that  is 
generally  rectangular  but  having  a  rectangular  re- 
bate  in  one  corner. 

3.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  2  that  is 
generally  square  but  having  a  square  rebate  in  one 
corner. 

4.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  3,  wherein 
said  rebate  represents  approximately  one  sixteenth 
of  the  notional  overall  area  of  the  slab. 

5.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  any  one  of 
claims  1  to  4  made  of  concrete. 

6.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  5  compris- 
ing  two  different  concrete  compositions,  one  having 
a  relatively  rough  texture  to  provide  a  backing  for 
the  slab  and  the  other  having  a  relatively  fine 
texture  to  provide  a  top  surface  for  the  slab. 

7.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  6,  wherein 
the  backing  concrete  contributes  to  50  to  90%  of 
the  thickness  of  the.  slab  and  the  surface  concrete 
contributes  to  10  to  50%  of  the  thickness  of  the 
slab. 

8.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  7,  wherein 
the  backing  concrete  contributes  to  75  to  85%  of 
the  thickness  of  the  slab  and  the  surface  concrete 
contributes  to  15  to  25%  of  the  thickness  of  the 
slab. 

9.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  8,  wherein 
the  backing  concrete  contributes  to  about  80%  of 
the  thickness  of  the  slab  and  the  surface  concrete 
to  about  20%  of  the  thickness  of  the  slab. 

10.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  any  one  of 
claims  5  to  9,  wherein  the  surface  thereof  is  treated 
to  give  a  natural  stone  appearance. 

11.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  10, 
5  wherein  the  surface  is  treated  by  shot  blasting. 

12.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  any  one  of 
claims  1  to  11  having  false  grout  lines  formed  on 
its  surface. 

13.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claims  12, 
w  wherein  said  grout  lines  form  an  irregular  pattern. 

14.  A  paving  slab  as  claimed  in  claim  12  or  13, 
wherein  said  grout  lines  are  positioned  whereby 
splitting  of  said  slab  along  one  or  more  of  said 
grout  lines  will  provide  paving  slab  pieces  that  will 

;5  fit  at  edges  of  a  paving  arrangement  made  from 
whole  paving  slabs  to  provide  a  continuous  straight 
edge  for  such  an  arrangement. 

15.  A  paving  arrangement  comprising  a  plural- 
ity  of  paving  slabs  as  claimed  in  any  one  of  claims 

20  1  to  14  laid  edge  to  edge  with  the  rebated  corner 
of  one  slab  being  entered  by  the  diagonally  oppos- 
ing  corner  of  another  said  slab  to  provide  an  over- 
lapping  arrangement. 
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