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Spin  stabilization  via  momentum  wheels  or  similar  devices. 

©  A  spacecraft  (10)  incorporating  momentum  sour- 
ces  such  as  spinning  momentum  wheels  (14,  16) 
having  momentum  vectors  or  components  thereof 
oriented  along  the  desired  axis  (z)  of  rotation  of  the 
spacecraft  (10).  The  rotation  axis  (z)  of  the 
spacecraft  (10)  is  nominally  any  one  of  the  three 
principle  momentum  of  inertia  axes  of  the  body. 

Proper  adjustment  of  the  spin  rate  or  the  main  c-ody 
relative  to  the  magnitude  of  the  moment  sources 
angular  momentum  will  insure  that  the  spacecraft 
(10)  will  spin  about  the  desired  axis  (z)  in  a  passively 
stable  way  even  though  the  rotational  axis  is  not  the 
principle  axis  of  maximum  moment  of  inertia. 
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