
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number: 0  3 7 2   5 8 5   A 3  

©  EUROPEAN  PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  89122716.7  ©  Int.  CI.5:  B41  M  5 / 3 8  

©  Date  of  filing:  08.12.89 

®  Priority:  09.12.88  JP  311278/88  ©  Applicant:  SEIKO  EPSON  CORPORATION 
23.12.88  JP  324897/88  4-1,  Nishi-Shinjuku  2-chome 
23.12.88  JP  324898/88  Shinjuku-ku  Tokyo(JP) 
16.02.89  JP  36618/89 

@  Inventor:  Taniguchi,  Makoto,  c/o  Seiko  Epson 
©  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Corporation 

13.06.90  Bulletin  90/24  No.  3-5,  Owa  3-chome 
Suwa-shi  Nagano(JP) 

©  Designated  Contracting  States:  Inventor:  Tsukahara,  Michinari,  c/o  Seiko 
DE  FR  GB  Epson  Corporation 

No.  3-5,  Owa  3-chome 
@  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  the  search  report:  Suwa-shi  Nagano(JP) 

10.04.91  Bulletin  91/15 

©  Representative:  DIEHL  GLAESER  HILTL  & 
PARTNER 
Patentanwalte  Fluggenstrasse  13 
W-8000  Munchen  19(DE) 

©  Thermal  transfer  recording  medium. 

<  

i n  
oo 
i n  

HI 

©  A  thermal  transfer  recording  medium  (2)  for  use 
with  a  thermal  transfer  printer  (7,  8,  9)  comprises  a 
substrate  (5),  and  a  thermal  transfer  ink  layer  (1) 
coated  on  the  substrate  (2).  The  substrate  includes  a 
plurality  of  first  minute  regions  randomly  coated  with 
the  thermal  transfer  ink  layer  (1),  and  a  plurality  of 
second  minute  regions  uncoated  therewith.  The  ther- 
mal  transfer  ink  layer  (1)  may  comprise  a  plurality  of 
minute  concave  and  convex  portions  randomly  pro- 
vided  on  the  first  minute  regions. 
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