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©  Handling  apparatus. 

©  Apparatus  for  handing  and  folding  articles,  espe- 
cially  pairs  of  socks,  comprises  conveyor  means  (13) 
for  presenting  the  articles  in  sequence  to  a  folding 
station  (14),  folding  means  for  folding  the  articles 
across  a  notional  transverse  line,  holding  means  for 
holding  first  and  subsequent  folded  articles  in  face  to 
face  relationship,  means  for  presenting  a  folded  rider 
card  to  said  folded  articles,  means  for  gripping  said 
card  and  articles  together,  and  means  for  securing 
said  rider  card  to  said  articles. 

The  various  operational  means  may  be  disposed 
at  stations  around  a  carousel  mechanism. 

The  invention  also  includes  a  pick  and  place 
mechanism  for  withdrawing  rider  cards  from  a  stack 
thereof  and  folding  them  about  predetermined  fold 

PO  lines. 
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j l a i m s   i n c u r r i n g   f e e s  

he  present  Eurooean  patent  application  comonsed  at  the  time  01  wing  mote  man  ten  ciaims. 

p—  i  All  claims  tees  nave  been  oaid  within  the  presented  time  limit.  The  oresent  Eur ,11  claims  tees  nave  been  paid  wimm  tne  presenoea  time  nmn.  me  presem  eurooodn  m i w  
rawn  up  tor  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  of  the  claims  'ees  nave  Been  said  within  the  orescnoed  t'me  'imit.  m«  gresem  :arauean  >e«i.i 
report  nas  Deen  drawn  up  (or  tne  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  tor  wmcn  claims  'ees  nave  osen  paid. 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  nave  Been  paid  within  me  oresenBed  time  limit.  The  present  European  searen  report  has  Been 
drawn  up  fpr  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

'he  Searen  Division  considers  tnat  tne  oresent  Eurooean  oatent  aooncation  does  not  comply  witn  tne  requirement  01  jnuy  or 
nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
•ameiy: 

1.  C l a i m s   1 - 1 1 :   A p p a r a t u s   and  m e t h o d   f o r   f o l d i n g   and  a t t a c h i n g  
a r t i c l e s   to   c a r d s .  

2.  C l a i m   12:  P i c k   and  p l a c e   m e c h a n i s m   f o r   w i t h d r a w i n g   r i d e r  
c a r d s   f r o m   a  s t a c k   and  f o l d i n g   t h e m .  

□  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  Been  paia  witnin  tne  fixed  time  itmii.  rne  present  European  search  report  nas 
bean  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  nave  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  nas  Been  drawn  up  fpr  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  wnlcn  rotate  to  me  inventions  in 
respect  pf  whicn  search  fees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

r£"j  None  of  the  further  searen  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  sea/cn  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  tne  claims. 

nam  eiy  claims:  1 - 1 1  
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