
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Dffice  europeen  des  brevets 

©  Publication  number: 0  3 7 6   5 7 3  

A 3  

©  E U R O P E A N   PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  89313220.9  ©  Int.  CI.5:  G07B  1 7 / 0 2  

©  Date  of  filing:  18.12.89 

©  Priority:  30.12.88  GB  8830423  ©  Applicant:  ALCATEL  BUSINESS  SYSTEMS 
LIMITED 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application:  P.O.  Box  3  South  Street 
04.07.90  Bulletin  90/27  Romford  Essex,  RM1  2AR(GB) 

©  Designated  Contracting  States:  @  Inventor:  Herring,  William  James 
CH  DE  FR  GB  Li  29  Becketts  Court  Canterbury  Way 

Warley  Brentwood  Essex(GB) 
®  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  the  search  report: 

19.12.90  Bulletin  90/51 
©  Representative:  Loughrey,  Richard  Vivian 

Patrick  et  al 
HUGHES  CLARK  &  CO  63  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
London  WC2A  3JU(GB) 

©  Franking  system. 

CO 
<  

c o  
r s  
i n  

t o  
r s  
CO 

CL 
LU 

©  Credit  in  a  credit  register  (19,20)  of  a  franking 
meter  (10)  is  reset  by  telephone  communication  with 
a  resetting  terminal  .  (13).  A  request  for  a  selected 
credit  amount  is  transmitted  from  the  meter  appara- 
tus  (10)  to  the  terminal  (13)  and  in  response  the 
terminal  (13)  interrogates  the  meter  (10)  to  establish 
identity  of  the  meter  (10).  The  terminal  (13)  locks  the 
meter  (10)  to  prevent  operation  of  the  meter  (10)  for 
franking  while  the  resetting  takes  place.  The  terminal 
(13)  checks  the  validity  of  the  reset  request  with 
customer  records  stored  in  the  terminal  (13)  and  if 
valid  transmits  a  reset  signal  which  includes  the 
credit  reset  amount  and  a  pseudo-random  number 
(TID)  to  enable  the  meter  (10)  to  reset  its  credit 
register.  Upon  completion  of  the  resetting  the  meter 
(10)  sends  a  request  including  a  random  number  for 
unlocking  of  the  meter  (10).  The  terminal  (13)  re- 
quests  the  register  values  from  the  meter  (10),  each 
request  including  a  random  number.  The  meter  (10) 
transmits  the  register  values  together  with  the  ran- 
dom  number  to  the  terminal  (13).  If  the  value  and 
random  number  are  correct,  the  terminal  (13)  un- 
locks  the  meter  (10)  by  sending  an  unlock  signal 
which  includes  the  TID  and  random  number. 
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