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) Aqueous pressure sensitive adhesive compositions.

@ The present invention provides for a method for
preparing a reaction mixture which contains an aque-
ous pressure-sensitive adhesive composition, utiliz-
ing an emulsion-polymerization reaction, wherein
emulsion particles form upon initiation of the
emulsion-polymerization reaction, the method char-
acterized by the steps of:

combining, in a reactor, initial-feed ingredients com-
prising water and an emulsion-polymerization surfac-
tant;

agitating the reactor contenis and subjecting the
reactor contents to an inert atmosphere;

heating the agitated reactor contents to a predeter-
mined reaction temperature;

adding into the agitated reactor monomer-feed ingre-
dients comprising an emulsion-polymerizable mon-
omer mixture and an effective amount of an initiator
for initiating the emulsion-polymerization reaction
wherein either the initial-feed ingredients or the
monomer-feed ingredients further comprise an effec-
tive amount of a stabilizer for preventing coagulation
of the emulsion particles; and adding to the agitated
reactor, prior to completion of the emulsion-poly-
merization reaction, an effective amount of a poly-
meric resin soluble or dispersible in water or in
alkali, and having a number average molecular
weight of about 1,000 fo about 20,000, for producing
in the reactor a reaction mixture containing an aque-

ous pressure-sensitive adhesive composition having
an adhesive value of at least 6.6 ounces per linear
inch as well as the improved emulsion pressure
sensitive adhesive compositions formed thereby.
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