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©  Sheet  feeding  mechanism  having  dust  preventing  means  and  method  for  cleaning  the  sheet  

feeding  mechanism. 

HM.A- 
©  A  sheet  feeding  mechanism  having  dust  prevent- 
ing  means.  The  sheet  feeding  mechanism  includes  a 
suction  cup  (31  )  contactable  with  a  sheet,  evacuating 
means  (55)  for  generating  negative  pressure  within 
the  suction  cups  and  tube  means  (54)  connected 
between  the  evacuating  means  and  the  suction  cups. 
The  dust  preventing  means  includes  a  filter  member 
(73)  disposed  within  the  tube  means.  The  evacuating 
means  includes  a  cylinder  (56)  and  a  piston  (58). 
The  cylinder  extends  in  vertical  direction  or  in  hori- 
zontal  direction.  In  the  latter  case,  one  side  end  of 
the  cylinder  is  connected  to  the  tube  means  and 
another  side  end  is  closed  for  preventing  dusts  from 
being  entered  thereinto,  and  the  cylinder  wall  is 
formed  with  a  small  bore  at  lower  portion  thereof  and 
adjacent  the  other  side.  For  cleaning  the  sheet  feed- 
ing  mechanism,  positive  air  stream  is  generated 
within  the  mechanism  during  idling  state  thereof. 
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