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) Improvements in waterproof footwear.

@ A waterproof boot (1) has a water-resistant leg
cover extension (2) sealably attached to an upper
portion of the boot (1) so that when extended it
surrounds the wearer's leg above the knee. The
extension (2) is sufficiently flexible to be collapsed to
form a cuff around the exterior of the top of the boot
(1) and a holding cuff (4) is provided to hold the
extension int eh collapsed condition about the uper
part of the boot.
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IMPROVEMENTS IN WATERPROOF FOOTWEAR

This invention relates to improvements in wa-
terproof footwear and in particular to waterproof
footwear which provide lightweight, flexible, water
resistant leg cover extensions to give added pro-
tection for the wearer.

Most waterproof footwear. for example welling-
ton boots. only extend. at the most. to just below
the knee of the wearer. However there has always
been a need for water resistant footwear extending
on and above the knee but such protection was
often at the expense of loss of freedom of move-
ment for the wearer. In particular waders and wa-
terproof trousers have been used in the past but
both are cumbersome and heavy to wear. The
present invention seeks to provide therefore water-
proof footwear which provide water resistant pro-
tection on and above the knee which are ligh-
tweight and sufficiently flexible to avoid a ioss of
freedom of movement for the wearer.

The present invention provides waterproof foot-
wear comprising a waterproof boot. a water resis-
tant leg cover extension sealably attached to an
upper portion of the waterproof boot wherein the
water resistant leg cover extension is sufficiently
flexible to be collapsed, when not in use, to form a
cuff around the exterior of the upper portion of the
waterproof boot and when in use is extended to
surround the wearer’s leg from the top of the boot
to a position above the knee; retaining means for
retaining the water resistant leg cover about the
wearer's leg when in use in the extended position;
and holding means for holding the water resistant
leg cover extension in the collapsed condition
about the upper portion of the waterproof boot
when not in use.

Embodiments according to the invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with
reference fo the following accompanying drawings,
in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a first
embodiment according to the invention with a leg
cover extension in use,

Figure 2 is a second perspective view with
the leg cover extension not in use, and

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a second
embodiment according to the invention.

Waterproof footwear (1) in the form of a wel-
lington boot has a water resistant leg cover exten-
sion (2). The leg cover extension (2) is sealabiy
attached to the upper portion of the waterproof
boot at 5 using waterproof adhesive (such as a
neoprene based adhesive) in such a manner as to
ensure that no ingress of water along the line of
attachment may occur. The leg cover extension (2)
surrounds the wearer's leg when extended, from

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

the top of the waterproof boot to a position above
the knee, as shown in Figure 1. The leg cover
extension (2) 1s sufficiently flexible that it does not
impede the wearer's movements when in use and
may be collapsed down (by rolling or folding) to
form a cuff abouf the top of the exterior of the
waterproof boot when not in use.

When in use. the leg cover extension (2) 1s
held in position about the wearer's leg by retaining
means (3). As seen in Figure 1 the retaining means
(3) is in the form of an annular elastic member
attached to the top end of the leg cover extension
(2) opposite to the end of the leg cover extension
attached to the waterproof boot. The elastic grips
the wearer's leg gently and so holds the leg cover
extension (2) in place. As may be seen in Figure 3
however other retaining means may be used fo
hold the leg cover extension in place when in use
such as one or more siraps (3A). The straps (3A)
are attached at one end to the leg cover extensions
and at the other end by a suitable device, to a belt
or belt loops or some other means. provided about
the waist of the wearer. In addition, other similar
retaining means for example a drawstring through
the top end of the leg cover extension would be
appropriate.

When the leg cover extension (2) is not in use
it is sufficiently flexible, as stated earlier. that it
may be collapsed down to form a cuff about the
top of the waterproof boot. To hoid the leg cover
extension (2) in the form of a cuff there is provided
a stretch cuff (4). The stretch cuff (4) forms a
second sxtension member fixed to the top of the
boot, is short reiative to the leg cover extension,
and is located within the leg cover extension. When
the leg cover extension (2) is not in use the stretch
cuff (4) is siretched to cover and hold in position
the collapsed leg cover extension (2) as shown in
Figure 2. the stretch cuff (4) may be made from
any suitable partly elastic material for example
ribbed knitted wool. In this example the stretch cuff
is secured on the inner wall of the boot and the leg
extension is bonded to the outside surface of the
boot.

The boot is made of a relatively rigid and self
supporting material such as rubber or a P.V.C.
material. The leg cover extension is made sepa-
rately from thin flexible shest such as cotton re-
inforced P.V.C. sheeting, which is not self support-
ing.

The invention is not limited to the details of the
foregoing exampile.
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1. Waterproof footwear comprising a waterproof
boot, a water resistant leg cover extension sealably
attached to an upper portion of the waterproof boot
wherein the water resistant leg cover extension is 5
sufficiently flexible to be collapsed, when not in
use, to form a cuff around the exterior of the upper
portion of the waterproof boot and when in use is
extended to surround the wearer's leg from the top
of the boot to a position above the knee; retaining 10
means for retaining the water resistant leg cover
about the wearer's leg when in use in the extended
position; and holding means for holding the water
resistant leg cover extension in the collapsed con-
dition about the upper portion of the waterproof 15
boat when not in use.

2. Waterproof footwear as claimed in claim 1
wherein the holding means comprises a second
extension member fixed to the upper end of the
boot, located within said leg cover extension 20
whereby when said leg cover extension is col-
lapsed, said second extension member may be
positioned to cover and hold the collapsed water
resistant leg cover extension in position around the
outside of the upper part of the boot. 25

3. Waterproof footwear as claimed in claim 2
wherein said second extension member comprises
a stretch cuff.

4. Waterproof footwear as claimed in claim 3
wherein said streich cuff comprises a knitted 30
sleeve.

5. Waterproof footwear as claimed in any one
of claims 2 to 4 wherein said second extension
member is short relative to said leg cover exten-
sion. 35

6. Waterproof footwear as claimed in any one
of the preceding claims, wherein the retaining
means comprises an annular elastic member at-
tached to the top end of the water resistant leg
cover extension opposite to the end attached to the 40
upper portion of the waterproof boot.

7. Waterproof footwear as claimed in any one
of claims 1 to 5, wherein the retaining means is in
the form of one or more straps, the or each strap
being attached at one end to the water resistant leg 45
cover extension and being adapted at the other
end for attachment to a belt or other means at the
wearer’'s waist.

8. Waterproof footwear as claimed in any one
of claims 1 to 5, wherein the retaining means is a 50
drawstring threaded through the top end of the
water resistant leg cover extension opposite to the
end attached to the upper portion of the waterproof
boot.

9. Waterproof footwear as claimed in any one 55
of claims 1 to 8 wherein said leg cover extension is
secured to the upper part of said boot by bonding
with waterproof adhesive.
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