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©  Aseptic  filling  machine. 

©  Disclosed  is  an  aseptic  filling  machine  compris- 
ing  a  filling  zone  (15)  defined  by  walls,  a  vessel- 
supporting  mechanism  arranged  in  the  filling  zone 
(15),  a  content-filling  nozzle  (8,  8a)  arranged  in  the 
filling  zone,  a  pipe  passage  (5,  5a)  for  supplying  the 
content  to  the  filling  nozzle,  an  air  blow-out  opening 
(9,  9a)  for  producing  a  positive  pressure  locally  in 
the  filling  zone,  a  fluid  passage-forming  connecting 
member  (20,  20a)  for  detachably  connecting  the 
filling  nozzle  (8,  8a)  and  the  air  blow-out  opening  (9, 
9a),  and  a  changeover  mechanism  (22,  22a)  for 
connecting  the  air  blow-out  opening  (9,  9a)  alter- 
natively  to  an  aseptic  air  supply  source  and  a  tank 
for  recovering  a  cleaning  liquid  or  a  sterilizing  fluid, 
wherein  the  air  blow-out  opening  (9,  9a)  forms  a  part 

of  a  pipe  passage  for  recovering  the  cleaning  liquid 
or  sterilizing  fluid. 

In  this  filling  machine,  the  filling  zone  (15)  is 
defined  and  localized  by  walls  (11,  12,  13,  14),  and  a 
positive  pressure  can  be  produced  and  maintained 
very  easily  in  the  filling  zone  (15).  Furthermore, 
since  the  aseptic  air  supply  pipe  passage  is  utilized 
as  a  part  of  the  cleaning  liquid  or  sterilizing  fluid 
recovery  pipe  passage,  the  aseptic  air  supply  pipe 
passage  and  the  content  filling  pipe  passage  or 
content  feed  passage  can  be  simultaneously  cleaned 
or  sterilized  by  one  mechanism  and  an  excellent 
contamination-preventing  effect  can  be  attained  by  a 
simple  structure  and  mechanism. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|-~|  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  Tha  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

[  [  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

|  [  No  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

x  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  Inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

See  s h e e t   - B -  

i  —  I  All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

I  I  Only  part  of  the  further  search  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

[j<j  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namelvclaims:  1 - 8 , 9 - 1 1 , 1 2 - 1 3  
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Oivision  consider*  mat  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions. 
namely: 

1-  Claims  1 - 8 , 9 - 1 1 , 1 2 - 1 3 :   A s e p t i c   f i l l i n g   machines  p r o v i d e d  wi th   an  a i r   b l o w - o u t   o p e n i n g   f o rming   p a r t   of  a  p i p e  
p a s s a g e   for   r e c o v e r i n g   a  c l e a n i n g   l i q u i d   or  s t e r i l i z i n g  
f l u i d .  

2.  Claims  14-17:   A  r o t a r y   a s e p t i c   f i l l i n g   m a c h i n e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n   of  the  w a l l s   d e f i n i n g  the  f i l l i n g   zone  and  by  the  a r r a n g e m e n t   of  the  a i r  
b l o w - o u t   o p e n i n g .  
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