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@ A discharge tube arrangement.

&) A method of generating visible light from a dis-
charge tube (20) having walls made of a light-trans-
missive dielectric material. The discharge tube con-
taining a fill (24) comprising at least one compound
selected from a group consisting of metal halides
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and metal oxyhalides. The method comprises the
step of applying a radio frequency electric field over
a part of a wall of the discharge tube at a power
sufficient to excite a surface wave in the fill, whereby
the fill is excited to generate visible light.
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