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©  System  for  deploying  horizontal  line  array. 

©  A  sonobuoy  system  and  method  for  deploying 
an  array  of  transducers  in  a  substantially  horizontal 
line  at  a  desired  depth  belowe  the  surface  of  a  body 
of  water.  The  trailing  end  of  the  array  is  deployed 
first,  allowed  to  descend,  and  suspended  at  the 
desired  operating  depth.  The  leading  end  of  the 
array  is  then  released,  allowed  to  descend  slowly, 
and  suspended  at  the  desired  operating  depth.  A 
drag  device  attached  to  the  trailing  end  of  the  array 
causes  the  trailing  end  of  the  array  to  be  stretched 
out  away  from  the  leading  end,  thereby  maintaining 
the  array  in  a  substantial  horizontal  line  at  the  de- 
sired  depth.  The  system  and  method  make  it  possi- 
ble  to  deploy  horizontal  line  arrays  in  a  minimum  of 
time  and  at  shallow  depths. 
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