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) Folding machines.

@ The workpiece feeding means is operated from
a main drive shaft which is driven by a motor (M1) in
response to drive signals supplied by computer con-
trol means, the value of which signals depends upon
the value of a signal supplied to a computer control
means by a transducer (T) incorporated in a foot
treadle. Moreover, in order to ensure that the actual
speed matches the desired speed, the rotation of the
drive shaft is monitored and any appropriate com-
pensation then made by the computer control
means. Provision is also made for varying the range
of speeds within which the machine will operate,
such variation also being achieved by the computer
control means such that, for any given setting of the
transducer, the particular feed speed will be varied
proportionally; this means that the overall travel of

the treadle will be constant regardless of the width of
the speed band. Provision is further made for set-
ting, through the computer control means, feed
lengths for "normal”, "snipping" and "pleating" op-
erations and for storing a combination of selected
feeds lengths as a style pattern for subsequent re-
call. In addition, for varying the feed length during a
cycle of operation a stepping motor (SM1) is pro-
vided and the computer control means is effective to
"phase in" any feed length over a pre-determined
number of rotations of the main drive shaft. Any
variation of the feed length from the "normal" set-
ting, furthermore, serves to vary the adhesive supply
rate by a proportion determined by the relationship
between the selected feed length and the "normal"
feed length as set.
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