EP 0 421 681 A3

E Patent Offi
0 uropean Faten o @ Publication number: 0 421 681 A3

Office européen des brevets

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@) Application number: 90310624.3 @ Int. c15: HO4R 1/10, HO4R 1/28

@) Date of filing: 28.09.90

Priority: 30.09.89 JP 255797/89 7-35, Kitashinagawa 6-chome Shinagawa-ku
Tokyo(JP)
Date of publication of application:
10.04.91 Bulletin 91/15 @ Inventor: Yamagishi, Makoto
c/o Sony Corporation, 7-35 Kitashinagawa
Designated Contracting States: 6-chome
DE FR GB NL Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo(JP)
Date of deferred publication of the search report:
22.07.92 Bulletin 92/30 Representative: Ayers, Martyn Lewis Stanley
et al
J.A. KEMP & CO., 14 South Square, Grays Inn
@ Applicant: SONY CORPORATION London WC1R 5LX(GB)

@ Electro-acoustic transducer and sound reproducing system.

@ An electro-acoustic transducer comprising
an electro-acoustic transducer accommodated in a
cabinet, and

a sound guide tube for conducting the sound from _‘_/_4/4

the electro-acoustic transducer unit out of said cabi-

net, e
said sound guide tube being of a lesser diameter ]
than the external acoustic miatus to allow at least the /7J

sound radiating end of the sound guide tube to be
intfroduced into the external auditory miatus.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Ali claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for all claims.

D Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,

namely claims:

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namely:
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B All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the inventions in
respect of which search fees have been paid,

nameiy claims:

D None of the further search fees has been pald within the fixed time limit. The present European search report
has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention first
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Searcn Division considers that the present European patent applicatian does not comoty with the requirement of vaity ot
inventon and relates to several inventions o¢ groups of inventions,
namely:

1. Claims 1-11: Electro-acoustic transducer accomodated in a
cabinet; a sound guide tube, being of lesser diameter
than the external acoustic miatus.

2. Claims 12-15: The electro-acoustic transducer; the sound
guide tube; and a sound reproducing apparatus.
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