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@ Thermal printers.

@ A thermal printer comprises a thermal head (1)
having a plurality of heating elements arranged in
line in the horizontal direction, a printing data pro-
cessing circuit (31) responsive to an input video
signal for energizing the heating elements of the
thermal head (1) in accordance with density informa-
tion of each pixel, a driving device (21) for moving a
print paper (2) relative to the thermal head (1) con-
tinuously in the vertical direction, a pitch setting
circuit (31) for setting a vertical print pitch according
to the number of effective horizontal print lines,
effective width of the thermal head in the horizontal
direction and aspect ratio of a printed image, and a
speed control circuit (24) coupled to the driving
device (21) for changing the moving speed of the
print paper (2) according to the vertical print pitch,
whereby the energizing time of the heating elements
is fixed independent of the vertical print pitch, and
the moving speed of the print paper (2) and an
interval between the first printing data and second
printing data are controlled in order to make the
density of the printed image constant independent of
the vertical print pitch.
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