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©  Thermal  transfer  recording  apparatus. 

©  A  thermal  transfer  recording  apparatus  for  image 
recording  by  transferring  ink  contained  in  an  ink 
sheet  (14)  onto  a  recording  medium  (11)  comprises 
means  (17,  18)  for  transporting  ink  sheet  (14),  means 
for  transporting  recording  sheet  (11),  means  for  act- 

ing  on  the  ink  sheet  by  a  thermal  head  (13)  thereby 
recording  an  image  on  the  recording  sheet  trans- 
ported  to  the  recording  position  by  means  for  trans- 
porting  recording  sheet,  and  the  center  of  the  heat- 
generating  resistor  (132)  of  the  thermal  head  is  shift- 
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ed  by  a  predetermined  distance  (f)  from  the  center 
of  pressure  exerted  by  the  thermal  head  at  the 
recording  position  to  the  upstream  side  in  the  trans- 

porting  direction  of  the  ink  sheet,  thus  ensuring  the 
transfer  of  ink  onto  the  recording  sheet  to  obtain  a 
high-quality  image  for  the  recording. 
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I  I  CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

j  —  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

J~~j  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  (or  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

j  j  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  Inventions  or  groups  of  Inventions, 
namely: 

□  

□  

See  s h e e t   - B -  

□  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  ail  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Inventions  In 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

[**̂   None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namely  claims:  1  -  2  f  4  ~  1  4 



European  Patent 
Office 

EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT 

Page  2 

Application  Number 

EP  90  12  3455 

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 

Category Citation  of  document  with  indication,  where  appropriate, 
of  relevant  passages 

Relevant 
to  claim 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE 
APPLICATION  qnt.  CI.  5) 

D,A 

PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN,  vol.  12,  no. 
73,  (M-674)[2920]  8th  March  1988;  & 
JP-A-62  214  969  (FUJITSU  LTD) 
21-09-1987 
*  The  whole  abs t rac t   * 

PATENT  ABSTRACTS  OF  JAPAN,  vol.  7,  no. 
81,  (M-205)[1226],  5th  April  1983;  & 
JP-A-58  7  377  (TOKYO  SHIBAURA  DENKI 
K.K.)  17-01-1983 
*  The  whole  abs t rac t   * 

1,4 

10,12, 
13,14 

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (Int.  C1.5) 

att-elatms"- 
Place  of  search 

THE  HAGUE 
Date  of  coraplelloa  of  the  March 
23-09-1991 

Exanlner 
JOOSTING  T.E.D. 

CATEGORY  OF  CITED  DOCUMENTS 
X  :  particularly  relevant  if  taken  alone Y  :  particularly  relevant  If  combined  with  another 

document  of  the  same  category 
A  :  technological  background O  :  non-written  disclosure 
P  :  intermediate  document 

T  :  theory  or  principle  underlying  the  Invention E  :  earlier  patent  document,  but  published  on,  or after  the  filing  date 
D  :  document  cited  in  the  application L  :  document  cited  for  other  reasons 
&  :  member  of  the  same  patent  family,  corresponding document 



cutupean  r-aieni 
Office EP  90  12  3455  - B -  

|  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION  j' 
The  Search  Oivis.on  cons.ders  tnat  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  w,th  the  requ.rement  ol  umty  oi 
Invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions.  I 
namely:  I 

i.  Claims  i - z , 4 - i 4 :   Ennance  q u a l i t y   by  s h i f t   of  p r i n t   h e a d  

6.  c i a im   j:  T r a n s p o r t i n g   l e n g t h m u l t i p r i n t - s h e e t  
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