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@ Thermal transfer recording apparatus.

@ A thermal transfer recording apparatus for image
recording by transferring ink contained in an ink
sheet (14) onto a recording medium (11) comprises
means (17, 18) for transporting ink sheet (14), means
for transporting recording sheet (11), means for act-

ing on the ink sheet by a thermal head (13) thereby
recording an image on the recording sheet frans-
ported to the recording position by means for frans-
porting recording sheet, and the center of the heat-
generating resistor (132) of the thermal head is shift-

Rank Xerox (UK) Business Services



EP 0 431 621 A3

ed by a predetermined distance (f) from the center porting direction of the ink sheet, thus ensuring the
of pressure exerted by the thermal head at the transfer of ink onto the recording sheet to obtain a
recording position to the upstream side in the trans- high-quality image for the recording.
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Oivision considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement ot unity ot
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namely:

1. Claims 1-2,4-14: Enhance quality by shift of print head

2. Claim 3: Transporting lengthmultiprint-sheet
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