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@ Method of replacing plate for printing press and apparatus therefor.

@ In a plate replacing apparatus for a printing
press, a plate lockup opening/closing unit
opens/closes leading- and frailing-side plate lockup
devices (5, 30) upon pivotal movement of a cam
shaft (19). A loader drive unit (84) drives a loader
(83) on the plate replacing apparatus between an
operation position where a distal end portion of the
loader (83) comes close to the plate lockup devices
(5, 30) and a storage position where the distal end
portion of the loader (83) is separated from the plate
lockup devices (5, 30). A plate removal unit grips an
old plate (89) released from the plate lockup devices
(5, 30) and inserted into the loader (83) upon rotation

of the plate cylinder (1), and moves the old plate
(89) into the loader (83). A plate supply unit inserts a
new plate (105) loaded in the loader (83) into the
leading-side plate lockup device (5). A plate press
unit (118) presses the new plate (105) inserted inio
the leading-side plate lockup device (5) and wound
around the circumferential surface of the plate cyl-
inder (1) and inserts the other end of the new plate
(105) into the trailing-side plate lockup device (30). A
predetermined plate position stop unit pivots the
plate cylinder (1) to stop at a plate gripper position.
A controller operates the above apparatus and units.
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