
Europaisches  Patentamt 

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets ©  Publication  number: 0  4 3 8   1  6 0   A 3  

E U R O P E A N   PATENT  A P P L I C A T I O N  

©  Application  number:  91100555.1 

@  Date  of  filing:  18.01.91 

int  ci  5  G03G  15 /00  

©  Priority:  19.01.90  JP  9557/90  ©  Applicant:  TOKYO  ELECTRIC  CO.,  LTD. 
6-13,  2-chome,  Nakameguro 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Meguro-ku  Tokyo(JP) 
24.07.91  Bulletin  91/30 

@  Inventor:  Ichikawa,  Toshiyuki 
©  Designated  Contracting  States:  1-7,  Sugizaki-cho 

DE  FR  GB  IT  Numazu-shi,  Shizuoka-ken(JP) 

©  Date  of  deferred  publication  of  the  search  report: 
13.05.92  Bulletin  92/20  ©  Representative:  Weber,  Joachim,  Dr.  et  al 

Hoefer,  Schmitz,  Weber,  Patentanwalte 
Ludwig-Ganghofer-Strasse  20 
W-8022  Grunwald/Munchen(DE) 

©  Electrophotographic  apparatus. 
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©  An  electrophotographic  apparatus  comprises  a 
printing  section,  having  a  photosensitive  drum  to  be 
replaced  when  its  service  life  expires,  for  forming  an 
electrostatic  latent  image  on  the  photosensitive 
drum,  developing  the  electrostatic  latent  image  by 
applying  developer  to  the  photosensitive  drum,  and 
transferring  the  developed  image  on  a  sheet  of  print 
paper,  a  nonvolatile  recording  section  (RD)  for  stor- 
ing  at  least  print  number  data  representing  the  num- 
ber  of  prints  made  by  the  photosensitive  drum,  and 
a  display  (OP)  for  informing  that  the  print  number 
data  stored  in  the  recording  section  (RD)  reaches  an 
allowable  print  number  determined  in  accordance 
with  the  service  life  of  the  photosensitive  drum.  The 
electrophotographic  apparatus  further  comprises  a 
control  circuit  (31,  32,  33)  for  setting  the  print  num- 
ber  data  stored  in  the  recording  section  (RD)  to  a 
value  close  to  the  allowable  print  number  when  the 
operation  of  the  display  (87)  is  checked. 
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