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(54)  A  discharge  tube  arrangement. 

(57)  A  discharge  tube  arrangement  comprising  a  disharge  tube  (20)  containing  a  fill  (24)  and  a  launcher 
(22)  suitable,  when  energised  with  radio  frequency  (r.f.)  power,  for  exciting  surface  waves  in  the 
discharge  tube  (20).  A  part  of  the  external  surface  of  the  discharge  tube  is  coated  with  an  electrically 
conductive  material  (44)  to  form  the  inner  tube  (26)  of  the  launcher  (22). 
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