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Description 

The  invention  relates  to  a  combined  display 
and  consumer's  use  package  for  sliced  products, 
more  particularly  meat  products,  comprising  a  flat 
tray-like  receptacle  with  a  cover  sheet  of  transpar- 
ent  material  fastened  on  its  top,  means  being  pro- 
vided  in  the  top  region  for  suspension  of  the  recep- 
tacle  in  a  display  case. 

Packages  of  this  type  are  widely  used  for  dis- 
playing  products  in  a  suspended  position  within 
refrigerated  display  cases  in  stores.  Thereafter, 
upon  removal  of  the  cover  sheet,  such  packages 
may  be  used  by  the  consumer  as  a  dish  up  tray  on 
the  table. 

US-A-3  792  181  discloses  such  a  displaying 
package  for  various  kinds  of  food,  including  sliced 
bacon.  More  specifically  fig.  3  and  fig.  5  of  this 
reference  show  a  displaying  package  for  bacon. 
The  cup-shaped  package  has  a  bottom  with  op- 
posite  end  portions  slanting  upwardly  to  the  adja- 
cent  cup  side  walls.  The  slanting  bottom  end  por- 
tions  have  a  smooth  upper  surface.  Moreover  in  the 
well-known  package  the  contents  of  the  packaging 
cups  (bacon  slices)  are  in  a  way  "locked  in  place" 
by  the  cover  sheet  which  is  pressed  with  its  central 
portion  into  the  cup  to  conform  to  the  upper  sur- 
face  of  the  contents  (i.e.  the  edges  of  the  mutually 
overlapping  bacon  slices).  So  the  slices  are  pre- 
vented  from  sliding  one  across  the  other  when  the 
package  is  held  in  a  suspended  position. 

The  present  invention  aims  at  providing  a 
package  for  sliced  products  in  which  the  slices  are 
prevented  from  sagging  out  into  the  lower  part  of 
the  tray  in  a  suspended  position  of  the  latter, 
without  having  to  rely  on  the  contact  pressure  of 
the  cover  sheet  on  the  slice  package. 

In  accordance  with  the  invention  this  aim  is 
achieved  in  that  the  bottom  of  the  tray,  as  seen 
along  an  axis  going  through  the  center  of  the 
suspension  means,  is  sloping  upwardly  towards  at 
least  one  side  of  the  tray,  the  surface  of  the  sloping 
bottom  portion  is  provided  with  protuberances 
which  are  formed  by  a  plurality  of  successive  steps 
extending  transversely  to  said  axis(see  claim  1). 

As  a  result  of  the  bottom  sloping  in  steps 
towards  the  lowermost  rim  portion  of  the  tray  in  the 
suspended  position  of  the  latter  the  individual 
slices  in  the  slice  package  will,  with  the  anti-slide 
effect  of  the  steps  of  the  bottom  surface,  be  effec- 
tively  prevented  from  sliding  across  the  bottom  and 
across  one  another  also  when  the  cover  sheet 
remains  substantially  out  of  contact  with  the  slice 
package. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  US-A-3,671  ,271  discloses 
a  package  for  sliced  luncheon  meat,  comprising  a 
rectangular  tray  having  a  bottom  provided  with  rib- 
like  protuberances.  This  well-known  tray,  however, 

does  not  have  suspension  means,  but  is  designed 
to  be  sliced  into  a  box  which  has  a  window.  More- 
over  there  is  no  bottom  portion  which  is  sloping 
upwardly  towards  a  side  of  the  tray. 

5  An  upwardly  sloping  bottom  portion  is  provided 
with  the  paint  roller  pan  disclosed  in  CA-A- 
1,187,045,  which  pan  has  also  a  flange  with  a 
suspension  eye  for  suspension  in  the  empty  posi- 
tion.  The  upwardly  sloping  bottom  portion  is  situ- 

io  ated  beyond  the  proper  (paint)  receptacle  and 
merely  serves  as  a  striker  surface  for  the  paint 
roller  upon  having  immersed  the  latter  within  the 
proper  receptacle. 

The  invention  will  be  hereinafter  further  ex- 
75  plained  by  way  of  example  with  reference  to  the 

accompanying  drawing. 
Fig.  1  shows  a  plan  view  of  the  package  accord- 
ing  to  the  invention; 
fig.  2  is  a  cross-sectional  view  along  the  line  ll-ll 

20  in  fig.  1,  with  the  package  in  a  suspended  posi- 
tion  and 
fig.  3  snows  a  plan  view  of  a  modification  of  the 
package  of  fig.  1  . 
The  package  shown  in  fig.  1  and  2  is  a  rectan- 

25  gular  tray  1  which  is  made  e.g.  by  vacuum  forming 
of  a  suitable  plastics  material,  such  as  polyethyl- 
ene;  flanges  2  are  laterally  extending  from  the 
upper  sidewall  edges  of  this  tray.  A  cover  sheet 
made  of  a  suitable  transparent  plastics  material, 

30  preferably  polyester,  is  indicated  at  3  and  functions 
to  close  the  tray  1  after  the  meat  products  (not 
shown  in  the  drawing)  have  been  put  therein.  The 
fastening  of  the  cover  sheet  3  is  usually  taking 
place  by  heat  sealing,  whereby  a  layer  of  polyeth- 

35  ylene  is  put  in  the  respective  marginal  portions  of 
the  polyester  cover  sheet  3.  An  opening  4  is  pro- 
vided  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  short  sidewall 
flanges  2,  through  which  a  pin  or  suspension  hook 
may  be  inserted.  Fig.  2  shows  the  tray  in  a  sus- 

40  pended  position  by  a  cross-sectional  view  through 
an  axis  going  through  the  suspension  point.  The 
uppermost  portion  5a  of  the  bottom  5,  which  is 
disposed  closest  to  the  suspension  opening  4,  has 
the  usual  flat  form  and  extends  parallel  to  the  plane 

45  of  the  sidewall  flanges  2.  The  lowermost  bottom 
portion  5b,  however,  has  a  stepped  figuration,  such 
that  the  tray  depth  is  decreasing  stepwise  as  seen 
in  the  lowermost  short  sidewall  of  the  tray. 

The  successive  steps  6  constitute  ribs  7,  which 
50  function  as  an  anti-slide  means  on  the  meat  pack- 

age  laid  onto  the  respective  bottom  portion  5b. 
Besides  shoulders  8  are  formed,  which  may  serve 
as  supporting  surfaces  for  the  lower  edges  of  thin- 
ner  sub-packages,  which  have  been  superimposed 

55  in  a  mutually  overlapping  fashion  so  as  to  obtain  a 
still  more  attractive  presentation. 

At  the  short  sidewall  turned  away  from  the 
suspension  means  4  the  bottom  5  is  provided  with 

2 



3 EP  0  439  221  B1 4 

two  impressions  10  located  in  the  respective  cor- 
ners  of  the  tray,  which  impressions  extend  up  to  a 
tray  depth,  which  is  equal  to  the  depth  as  mea- 
sured  between  the  cover  sheet  3  and  the  flat 
bottom  portion  5a.  These  impressions  hardly  inter- 
rupt  the  supporting  surface  for  the  luncheon  meat 
products  but  on  the  other  hand  provide  for  the 
required  stability  when  the  tray  is  put  on  a  horizon- 
tal  (table)  surface  as  a  dish  up  tray.  The  bottom 
portion  5  may  also  be  provided  with  protuberances 
or  ribs  respectively  so  as  to  also  apply  an  anti  slide 
effect  on  the  uppermost  portion  of  the  luncheon 
meat  package  within  the  tray.  These  protuberances 
or  ribs  respectively  may  be  formed,  if  desired,  by 
having  the  bottom  portion  5  sloping  upwardly  to- 
wards  the  upper  side  of  the  tray  along  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  width  of  the  tray. 

In  the  modification  according  to  fig.  3  the  suc- 
cessive  steps  6'  have  an  arcuate  form,  so  that  the 
ribs  and  shoulders  obtained  thereby  have  a  cor- 
responding  arcuate  shape.  Such  an  embodiment 
may  be  advantageous  for  round  slices  of  luncheon 
meat. 

Claims 

1.  A  combined  display  and  consumer's  use  pack- 
age  for  sliced  products,  more  particularly  meat 
products,  comprising  a  flat  tray-like  receptacle 
(1)  with  a  cover  sheet  (3)  of  transparent  ma- 
terial  fastened  on  its  top,  means  (4)  being 
provided  in  the  top  region  for  suspension  of 
the  receptacle  (1)  in  a  display  case,  character- 
ized  in  that  the  bottom  (5)  of  the  tray  (1),  as 
seen  along  an  axis  going  through  the  center  of 
the  suspension  means,  is  sloping  upwardly  to- 
wards  at  least  one  side  of  the  tray,  the  surface 
of  the  sloping  bottom  portion  (5b)  is  provided 
with  protuberances  (7)  which  are  formed  by  a 
plurality  of  successive  steps  extending  trans- 
versely  to  said  axis. 

2.  A  package  according  to  claim  1  ,  characterized 
in  that  the  steps  (6,  7)  are  arranged  in  an 
arcuate  pattern. 

3.  A  package  according  to  either  of  claims  1-2, 
characterized  in  that  impressions  (10)  are 
made  in  the  bottom  (5)  adjacent  the  tray 
sidewall  turned  away  from  the  suspension 
means  (4)  and  positioned  on  both  sides  of  the 
axis  through  the  center  of  the  suspension 
means  (4),  said  impressions  extending  down- 
wardly  op  to  the  maximum  tray  depth. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Kombiniert  Schaustellungs-  und  Verbrauchs- 
verpackung  fur  Schnittprodukte,  insbesondere 

5  Fleischprodukte,  umfassend  einen  flachen 
schussel-ahnlichen  Behalter  (1)  mit  einer  auf 
der  oberen  Seite  desselben  befestigten  Ab- 
deckfolie  (3)  aus  durchsichtigem  Material,  wo- 
bei  im  oberen  Gebiet  Mittel  (4)  zum  Aufhangen 

io  des  Behalters  (1)  in  einem  Ausstellungsraum 
vorgesehen  sind,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dass  der  Boden  (5)  des  Schussels  (1),  in  Rich- 
tung  der  durch  den  Mittelpunkt  der  Aufhange- 
mittel  gehender  Achse  gesehen,  in  Richtung 

is  gegen  wenigstens  eine  Seite  der  Schussel  an- 
steigt,  und  dass  die  Oberflache  des  ansteigen- 
den  Bodenabschnitts  (5b)  mit  Vorsprungen  (7) 
versehen  ist,  welche  durch  eine  Vielzahl  von 
nebeneinander  liegenden  sich  quer  zur  ge- 

20  nannten  Achse  erstreckenden  Treppen  gebil- 
det  werden. 

2.  Verpackung  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  dass  die  Treppen  (6,  7)  in  einem 

25  Kreisbogenmuster  angeordnet  sind. 

3.  Verpackung  nach  einem  der  Anspruche  1-2, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dass  im  Boden  (5)  in 
der  Nahe  der  von  den  Aufhangemitteln  (5) 

30  abgekehrten  Seitenwandung  der  Schussel  Ver- 
tiefungen  (10)  an  beiden  Seiten  der  durch  den 
Mittelpunkt  der  Aufhangemittel  (4)  gegenden 
Achse  vorgesehen  sind,  welche  Vertiefungen 
sich  bis  zur  Maximumtiefe  des  Schussels  er- 

35  strecken. 

Revendications 

1.  Emballage  combine  de  presentation  et  d'utili- 
40  sation  par  un  consommateur  pour  des  produits 

en  tranches,  plus  particulierement  de  la  viande, 
comportant  un  receptacle  (1)  analogue  a  un 
plateau  plat,  ayant  un  feuille  forment  couvercle 
(3)  en  matiere  transparente  fixee  sur  sa  partie 

45  superieure,  des  moyen  (4)  etant  agences  sur  la 
zone  superieure  pour  suspendre  le  receptacle 
(1)  dans  une  bolte  de  presentation,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  le  fond  (5)  du  plateau  (1),  tel  que  vu 
le  long  d'un  axe  passant  par  le  centre  des 

50  moyens  de  suspension,  est  incline  vers  le  haut 
vers  au  moins  un  cote  du  plateau,  la  surface 
de  la  partie  inclinee  (5b)  du  fond  est  munit  de 
protuberances  (7)  qui  sont  formees  par  plu- 
sieurs  marches  successives  s'etendant  traver- 

55  salement  audit  axe. 

2.  Emballage  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  les  marches  (6,  7)  sont  agencees 

3 
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selon  un  dessin  en  arc  de  cercle. 

3.  Emballage  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  reven- 
dications  1  ou  2,  caracterise  en  ce  que  em- 
preintes  (10)  sont  realisees  dans  le  fond  (5),  5 
adjacentes  a  la  paroi  laterale  du  plateau  eloi- 
gners  des  moyens  de  suspension  (4)  et  posi- 
tionnees  des  deux  cotes  de  I'axe  passant  par 
le  centre  des  moyens  de  suspension  (4),  lesdi- 
tes  empreintes  s'etendant  vers  le  bas  sur  la  10 
profondeur  maximale  du  plateau. 
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