EP 0 441 012 A3

E Patent Offi
0 uropean Faten o () Publication number: 0 441 01 2 A3

Office européen des brevets

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@) Application number: 90250343.2 @ Int. 15 B29B 17/02, BO7C 5/342

@) Date of filing: 28.12.90

Priority: 09.02.90 US 477606 @ Applicant: HOOVER UNIVERSAL, INC.
825, Victors Way
Date of publication of application: Ann Arbor Michigan 48104(US)

14.08.91 Bulletin 91/33
@) Inventor: Trischan, Glenn

Designated Contracting States: 8322 N. 51st Street
ATBECHDEDKES FR GB GR IT LI LU NL SE Brown Deer Wisconsin 53223(US)
Inventor: Cartz, Louis
Date of deferred publication of the search report: 2882 S. 33rd Street
22.04.92 Bulletin 92/17 Milwaukee Wisconsin 53215(US)

Representative: UEXKULL & STOLBERG
Patentanwilte
Beselerstrasse 4
W-2000 Hamburg 52(DE)

@ Method for sorting plastic articles.

@ A method of sorting a mixed group of plastic
articles, such as PET and PVC containers, involves
individually subjecting each article to a beam of
electromagnetic radiation, and detecting a change in 18
the intensity of the beam. The measured intensity 17
varies in a manner indicative of the crystallinity of
the plastic from which the article is made, and hence
identifies the type of plastic the article is made of. 14
Each article is then sent to one of a plurality of

destinations, such as recycling collection bins, ac- 16
cording to the type of plastic. The method is particu-
larly useful in separating PET and PVC used in
containers, since these plastics are very difficult to
sort by conventional methods.
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