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©  A  circular  knitting  machine  for  manufacturing 
stockings,  socks  or  the  like  is  proposed  in  which  the 
heel  and  toe  of  the  stocking  or  sock  are  formed 
without  the  aid  of  pickers,  by  using  two  selection 
actuators  (32,33)  associated  with  the  yarn  feed  and 
loop  formation  point  in  which  the  heel  and  toe  are 
formed,  said  actuators  (32,33)  and  suitable  cams 
being  used  to  move  out  of  operation  those  needles 
selected  during  the  narrowing  and  widening  stages. 
A  lowering  cam  is  provided  opposite  the  yarn  feed 
and  loop  formation  point  to  return  to  a  high  working 
track,  towards  the  end  of  each  revolution  of  the 
cylinder  when  under  reciprocating  movement,  those 
needles  which  have  already  been  moved  into  inac- 
tivation  by  the  selection  actuators  (32,33). 
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