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@ Guide member.

In Greek mythology, Theseus was guided out from the labyrinth by means of a thread handed to him
by Ariadne. Today, Ariadne's thread is substituted in various ways, for instance by railings, mouldings,
painted tapes or similar guide members placed along and onto walls and pathways. The original thread
as such did not provide information about the right direction of motion, nor did its variants. The present
invention has eliminated this drawback by providing a longitudinal tactile guide member (1) with a
plurality of formations (2) disposed on its longitudinal surface and pointing in its one longitudinal
direction for continuous detection of the right direction of motion along the path. The formations (2)
may consists of protrusions, elements or recesses providing different tactile sensations in the two
longitudinal directions of the guide member. The guide member constitutes simultaneously a fixed
structural element (3,11) in the room. .
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The present invention relates to a longitudinal
tactile guide member having a plurality of formations
disposed on its longitudinal surface and pointing in the
one longitudinal direction, for continuous detection of
the correct direction of motion along a path in a room.

The patent specification GB 2 147 726 discloses
a toothed strip to be applied onto the walls and similar
of a rcom. Such a construction has the drawback of
requiring separate production and adhesion steps.

The present invention has the purpose of elimi-
nating the drawback mentioned above by achieving a
guide member that is easy to produce and to install,
which provides information about the desired direc-
tion of motion when guiding is not possible by vision
or auditory sense.

The guide member is characterized by forming
simultaneously an ordinary and/or a fixed construc-
tional element of the room.

According to one embodiment of the invention,
these formations consist of a plurality of protrusions
disposed along the guide member, which preferably
incline, slope or bend in the one longitudinal direction
of the guide member, most preferably in the direction
that coincides with the comrect direction of motion
along the path.

The protrusions may be elastic, superposed ele-
ments, such as fibres, scales or patches, which, when
rubbed "the wrong way" rise and multiply friction com-
pared to rubbing "the right way". The protrusions may
also consist of fixed notches or patterns inclining or
sloping in the longitudinal direction of the guide mem-
ber.

The formations disposed along the longitudinal
surface of the guide member and pointing in its one
fongitudinal direction may, according to another
essential embodiment, consist of recesses for con-
tinuous detection of the desired path direction. In this
case, the recesses are preferably such that when
being touched, they generate less friction in the des-
ired direction of motion and more friction in the unde-
sired direction of motion. For instance, they may have
the shape of assymmetrical notches, cavities or
grooves.

The formations may also consist of a plurality of
successivilely disposed elements or parts.

According to one embodiment, the guide member
is a wall or a wall surface, e.g. a wallpaper, in which
the surface towards the room is provided with the
above formations. Catastrophic situations tend to
create panic and crowds, making it hard to find guid-
ing tapes or threads. In such a situation, a guiding wall
surface is generally easier to find and guides a great
number of people at the same time. A guiding wall-
paper is easily achieved, for instance by posing a
hide-like wallpaper with the fibre hair directed towards
the exit.

Further, the guide member may act as a hand rail-
ing, a balustrade or a moulding. In these cases, the
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surface is provided with the above formations. Hand
railings are provided in staircases, where passers-by
naturally get into contact with them. Thus, they pro-
vide essential infomation about the floor position of
the (emergency) exit.

The invention is described in further detail in fig-
ures 1-10, showing various embodiments of the guide
member according to the present invention.

Figure 1 shows a planar guide member 1, which
may be for instance a wall surface like a wallpaper, in
which the surface towards the room is equipped with
hair or fibre-like protrusions 12.

Figure 2 shows a planar guide member 11 offer-
ing the same application options as in figure 1. How-
ever, the surface in figure 2 is coated with overiapping
scales 32, which when rubbed provide a different fric-
tion in the two longitudinal directions. Figure 3 shows
a planar guide member 11 offering application options
identical to figures 1 and 2. However, in figure 3 the
surface is coated with rectangular patches 42, which
are attached to the rectangular side oriented towards
the one longitudinal direction of the guide member 11.

Figure 4 shows a guide member having the shape
of a hand rail or a banisters 3, which are equipped with
fibres 12 oriented in the one longitudinal direction.

Figures 5 and 6 show surfaces 11 having fixed
protrusions of different shapes 52 and 62. Figures 7
and 8 show analogue surfaces 11 having directed
cavities 72 and 82.

Figure 9 shows the application of a guide member
according to the present invention for locating an
emergency exit. The entire wall (21) has been coated
with a planar guide member 11, in which the fibres 12,
enlarged in detail in the two upper ovals, have been
directed towards the emergency exit. Thus, a security
zone is provided by merely posing wallpapers or wall
sheets with the fibres directed towards the emergency
exit.

in figure 10, the entire wall forms the said guide
member 11. A number of bricks (92) has been inser-
ted in the wall, which is a normal brick wall 11, so as
to indicate the exit direction.

Claims

1. A longitudinal tactile guide member (3, 11) pro-
vided with a plurality of formations (12, 32, 42, 52,
62, 72, 82) disposed on its longitudinal surface
and pointing in its one longitudinal direction for
continuous detection of the right direction of
motion aiong a path in a room, characterized in
that it acts simultaneously as an ordinary and/or
a fixed constructional element (3,11) of the room.

2. A guide member according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the directed formations are protru-
sions (12, 32, 42, 52, 62).
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A guide member according to claim 2, charac-
terized in that the protrusions (12, 32, 42, 52, 62)
incline, slope or bend in the one longitudinal
direction of the guide member, preferably in the
direction that coincides with the right direction of
motion along the path.

A guide member according to claim 2 or 3,
characterized in that the protrusions are fibres
(12).

A guide member according to claim 2 or 3,
characterized in that the protrusions are scales
(32) or patches (42).

A guide member according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the formations are recesses (72,
82).

A guide member according to any of claims 1-3 or
6, characterized in that the formations consist of
inflexible notches, grooves, patterns or cavities
(52, 62, 72, 82) inclining or sloping in the one lon-
gitudinal direction of the guide member.

A guide member according to any of claims 1-3,
characterized in that the formations consist of a
plurality of consecutive elements or parts (92).

A guide member according to any of claims 1-8,
characterized of being a wall construction (11),
for instance a bare wall or a wallpaper provided
with said formations.

A guide member according to any of claims 1-8,
characterized in being a hand railing or banisters
(3) provided with said formations (12) on "..s sur-
face.

A guide member according to any of claims 1-8,
characterized in being a moulding provided with
said formations on its surface.
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