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@ Improvements relating to safety barriers.

@ A safety barrier comprises a plurality of base members (6),each flat and rectangular, each being
provided in an upper surface thereof with a downwardly-entrant rectangular aperture (8). The assembly
also comprises a plurality of posts (10), each being provided on a stem thereof with a generally
rectangular formation (12) allowing the post to be inter-fitted into the aperture (8), in a manner such as
to prevent rotation of the post relative to the base. A length of netting (14), is fixed at opposite ends to
two posts referred to as primary posts, 10a, and is secured to intermediate or secondary posts by clips
(15) when not in use, the netting and posts represent a sub-assemly which may be rolled into a bundle,
and when desired for use the bases (6) may be placed around around a road working, and the bundle
unrolled and the posts inter-fitted with the base members.
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Description of invention

This invention is concerned with improvements
relating to safety barriers, particularly of the kind as
are conventionally erected around workings in the
pavement, to prevent inadvertent entry by members
of the public.

According to this invention there is provided a
safely barrier comprising (a) at least one base mem-
ber which may be placed on the ground; (b) a post
releasably mounted on the base member so as to
extend upwardly therefrom; and (c) a roll of netting
wound around the post.

Thus the netting may be secured at one (free) end
to a primary post, conveniently by clamping means
permanently secured fo said end, and the netting
unrolled from the said post and around the other
posts, and the primary post being mounted in the base
to retain it in a desired position. In this manner surplus
netting may be accommodated on the primary post.

Thus an envisaged use of the safety barrier would
involve the fixing of conventional posts at spaced
intervals around a road working, securing the end of
the netting to one of said posts, and unrolling the net-
ting from the primary post and taking the netting
around the fixed posts to the base which is set in the
desired position.

Preferably the primary post is capable of being
interfitted with a base in a manner such that rotation
of the post relative to the base member is prevented,
e.g. by the provision of non-cylindrical interfitting for-
mations.

Preferably the barrier comprises a plurality of
posts, each being releasably mountable on a base
member so as to extend upwardly therefrom. In this
manner the base members may be placed on the
ground in desired positions around a roadworking,
and the posts mounted on the base members, and the
netting on the primary post passed around the
additional posts.

Advantageously the posts are provided with
mounting formations to enable barrier rails to be
mounted between adjacent pairs of posts. If desired,
the barrier rails may be telescopic, enabling them to
be conveniently mounted between an adjacent pair of
posts irrespective if the precise distance therebet-
ween.

On conclusion of use the primary post may be lif-
ted from its base and the netting rolled around the
primary post for convenient storage. Alternatively orin
addition, the free posts may be laid against the prim-
ary post, and the netting rolled around all the posts to
provide a bundle.

If desired the posts may to some extent at least
be flexible, so that on accidental impact with a post,
the post may flex to a certain extent, reducing ten-
dency for the base to move.

Preferably securing means is provided releasably
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to secure the netting to the secondary posts.

According to this invention there is also provided
a safety barrier comprising a plurality of base mem-
bers, a plurality of posts, and a length of netting, the
netting being secured at each opposite end thereof to
a primary post and being secured to intermediate
posts at spaced intervals therebetween, the posts
each being releasably inter-fittable with a base.

Thus by detaching the posts from the bases, the
post and netting may be rolled up togetherin a bundle
for storage, and the bases (which are preferably gen-
erally flat) may be stacked.

If desired signs may be secured to the netting,
conveniently being flexible so as fo pemit being
included in the netting as is rolled into a bundle with-
out difficulty, such signs being those conventionally
utilised such as "Danger”, "Walk This Way", or "British
Telecom Apologises for any Inconvenience Caused".

According to this invention there is also provided
amethod of erecting a safety barrier involving the use
of a plurality of base members which may be placed
on the ground, a plurality of posts releasably mounted
on the base members so as to extend upwardly there-
from and a roll of netting wound around a primary one
of the posts, in which for erection of the safety barrier
the netting is unrolled from the said primary post and
extended around the other posts, and on conclusion
of use the primary post is lifted from its base and the
netting rolled around the primary post for convenient
storage.

There will now be given a detailed description, to
be read with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, of a safety barrier which has been selected for
the purposes of illustrating the present invention by
way of example.

In the accompanying drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a general view showing the safety

barrier assembly which is the preferred embodi-

ment of this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a view showing the safety barrier

erected;

FIGURE 3 is a schematic view showing part of the

safety barrier;

FIGURE 4 is a schematic perspective view show-

ing the incorporation of barrier rails; and

FIGURE 5 is a view illustrating the securement of

surplus netting.

The safety barrier which is the preferred embodi-
ment of this invention comprises a plurality of base
members 6, generally flat and rectangular, each being
provided in an upper suiface thereof with a downwar-
dly-entrant rectangular aperture 8. The assembly also
comprises a plurality of posts 10, each being provided
on a stem thereof with a generally rectangular for-
mation 12 allowing the post to be inter-fitted into an
aperture 8, in a manner such as to prevent rotation of
the post relative to the base.

The assembly thirdly comprises a length of net-
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ting 14, of generally conventional manufacture, the
netting being fixed at opposite ends to two posts
(hereinafter referred to as the primary posts) 10a.
Secured by securing means conveniently afforded by
clips 15, the netting 14 at spaced intervals between
the ends are other posts (hereinafter referred to as the
secondary posts) 10b.

When not in use, the netting and posts represent
a sub-assembly of the preferred embodiment, may be
rolled into a bundle, as shown in Figure 1, and when
desired for use the bases 6 may be placed around a
road working, and the bundle unrolled and the posts
inter-fitted with the base members, as is shown in Fig-
ure 2.

As is shown in Figure 4, if desired the posts 10
may be provided with mounting formations 20, conve-
niently in the form of key hole slots, to enable barrier
rails 22, convenienfly provided at their end portions
with comresponding keys 24, to be mounted between
pairs of adjacent posts 10. In this manner, a barrier rail
may be provided between adjacent pairs of posts,
around or along side a road working, and may consti-
tute a hand rail.

If desired the barrier rails 22 may be telescopic,
allowing them to accommodate small differences in
the spacing of the posts 10.

It will be appreciated that the preferred embodi-
ment permits the retention on one of the primary posts
10a, of surplus netting, retaining none the less the net-
ting extending around the secondary postunder some
tension.

It will further be appreciated that the invention
may be practiced without the securing of the netting
to the secondary posts 10b, and it is envisaged that
such posts may be located in position on complimen-
tary base members, and the nefting unrolled from one
primary post 10a around the secondary posts, and the
other primary post being located in an appropriate
position to enclose (at least to a desired extent) the
working, with surplus netting remaining wound around
the second primary post.

Figure 5 illustrates an alternative arrangement for
gathering in surplus netting, involving the rolling of the
surplus netting into a bundle.

If desired the posts may be fiexibie to some extent
at least, so as to reduce damage on accidental
impact, and to reduce tendency for the bases to be
moved in consequence of such impact.

If desired signs may be secured to the netting
and/or the posts, which may be directional arrows,
additional barriers, apology signs, or the like, such
signs (if secured to the netting) conveniently being
flexible to allow them to be rolled up with the netting.

The features disclosed in the foregoing descrip-
tion, or the accompanying drawings, expressed in
their specific forms or in terms of a means for perform-
ing the disclosed function, or a method or process for
attaining the disclosed result, or a class or group of
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substances or compositions, as appropriate, may,
separately or in any combination of such features, be
utilised for realising the invention in diverse forms
thereof.

Claims

1. A safety barrier comprising (a) at least one
base member (6) which may be placed on the ground;
(b) a post (10) releasably mounted on the base mem-
ber so as to extend upwardly therefrom; and (c) a roll
of netting (14) wound around the post.

A safety barrier according to Claim 1 wherein the
netting is secured at one free end to a primary post
(10a),and the netting is unrolled from said post and
around the other posts (10b), the primary post being
mounted on the base to retain it in a desired position.

3. A safety barrier according to Claim 2 wherein
the primary post (10a) is capable of being interfitted
with a base (6) in a manner such that rotation of the
post relative to the base is prevented, e.g. by the pro-
vision of non-cylindrical interfitting formations (8, 12).

4. A safety barrier according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims comprising a plurality of posts (10) each
being releasably mounted on a base member (6) so
as to extend upwardly therefrom.

5. A safety barrier according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims wherein the posts (10) are provided with
mounting formations (20) so as to enable barrier rails
(22) to be mounted between adjacent pairs of posts.

6. A safety barrier according to Claim 5 wherein
the barrier rails are telescopic.

7. A safety barrier according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims wherein the posts (10) are to some
extent at least flexible.

8. A safety barrier according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims comprising securing means (15) to
releasably secure the netting (14) to the posts (10b).

9. A safety barrier comprising a plurality of base
members (6), a plurality of posts (10), and a length of
netting (14), the netting being secured at each oppo-
site end thereof to a primary post (10a) and being sec-
ured to intermediate posts (10b) at spaced intervals
therebetween, the posts (10a, 10b) each being
releasably interfittable with the base.

10. A method of erection of a safety barrier involv-
ing the use of a plurality of base member which may
be placed on the ground, a plurality of posts (10)
releasably mounted on the base members so as to
extend upwardly therefrom and a roll of netting (14)
wound around a primary post (10a) of the posts, in
which for erection of the safety barrier the netting (14)
is unrolled from the said primary post (10a) and exten-
ded around the other posts, and on conclusion of use
the primary post (10a) is lifted from its base (6) and
the netting rolled around the primary post for conve-
nient storage.
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