EP 0 471 257 A3

Europdisches Patentamt

®

0’ European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

Application number: 91113056.5

Date of filing: 02.08.91

@ Publication number:

0471 257 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@ Int. c15. GOBK 9/18

® | ® ® 6

Priority: 03.08.90 US 563198

®

Date of publication of application:
19.02.92 Bulletin 92/08

®

Designated Contracting States:
DE FR GB

®

8) Date of deferred publication of the search report:
28.07.93 Bulletin 93/30

@

(@) Applicant: INTERFAX, INC.

320 Soquel Way
Sunnyvale, California 94086-4104(US)

Inventor: Baran, Paul

83 James Avenue

Atherton, CA 94025(US)
Inventor: Thompson, Archie L.
3550 Kettmann Road

San Jose CA 95121(US)

Representative: DIEHL GLAESER HILTL &
PARTNER

Patentanwaélte Fliiggenstrasse 13
W-8000 Miinchen 19 (DE)

@ Dot constrained hand printed character recognition system and method.

@ A constrained character entry form for receiving
hand printed characters suitable for machine reading
with the form including a web for receiving hand
printed characters, and printed on the web a count-
able number of preprinted constellations of at least
three minimum sized visible dots arranged in col-
umns and rows with each of the constellations hav-
ing a height that is equivalent to the spacing be-
tween a column of three equally spaced dots to
permit characters to be hand printed using substan-
tially straight lines emanating from and terminating at

/12\

14

fwo or more of said dots. The invention also includes
a method for entering hand written characters into an
automated character reading system.

The web is optically scanned to generate an
electrical signal corresponding to markings on the
web between each pair of adjacent dots within a
constellation. Finally the signals are compared
against a set of reference signals corresponding to a
set of acceptable characters and a determination is
made as to the closest matching character to the
written character.
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